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Background and Objectives

SRA Research Group, Inc. (SRA) and Performance Evaluation & Improvement (PEIl) partnered to assist a
task force led by the United Way of St. Lucie County to develop “A Progress Report on the State of the
Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012.” This follows and updates the
original needs assessment prepared in 2007. Wherever possible and appropriate, comparisons between
the 2007 and 2012 reports have been included.

The project began with a discovery session meeting on October 17, 2011 with the task force which
included funders, community leaders, and service providers. During the meeting, the project process,
methodology, indicators to be included, peer counties, and timeline were discussed. For the most part,
the 2012 project closely followed all aspects of the 2007 project. The differences between the two
projects are indicated in this background and objectives section where processes are discussed.

The overall objective for the project was to identify the social, health, and public safety needs of St.
Lucie County which can be used to improve availability and delivery of social, health, and public safety
services in the future. Specific project objectives for 2012 mirrored the 2007 study and included:

= Describing the existing environment by compiling data relating to social, health, and public
safety services.

= Collecting community input from surveys and focus groups concerning needed services.

= |dentifying gaps in services and underserved areas.

This needs assessment has an overview of St. Lucie County including:

= This Executive Summary Chapter 1
= Methodology Chapter 2
=  Environmental Scan Chapter 3

The environmental scan includes local population trends, the communities within the county, and the
general characteristics of the county in terms of education, employment, income, and housing. The
remaining chapters of the needs assessment focused on roughly 90 indicators. Indicators are data which
are available in the public domain that are identified as important at the federal, state, or county level.
In 2007, there were approximately 80 indicators. In the 2012 study, SRA and PEI worked with the task
force and it was determined that additional indicators should be added based on changes in the county
since the 2007 effort. The indicators are grouped into five major categories as follows:

=  Family Life (including economic status and family stability) Chapter 4
= Child Health and Education Chapter 5
= Adult Health and Functioning Chapter 6
= Elderly and Disabled Adults Chapter 7
= Safety and Security Chapter 8

In order to provide an understanding of where St. Lucie County stands on each indicator, the indicator
data are compared to the Florida state rate and to three peer counties. Based on input from the task
force, it was decided to use the same peer counties employed in the 2007 study since they are also the
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counties used by the school district and other agencies for comparative purposes. The peer counties
include:

= |ake
= Manatee
= Marion

As was the case in 2007, the voice of the residents, community leaders, and service providers were an
integral part of the needs assessment process in 2012. The Community Response sections of the
assessment include findings based on two research projects — a series of two focus groups and a
community-wide telephone survey. The focus groups included one group of St. Lucie County community
leaders and a second group of St. Lucie County service providers.

In 2007, input from the Hispanic and Haitian communities was provided by focus groups among St. Lucie
County residents from these two communities which were conducted in Spanish and Creole,
respectively. In 2012, the voices of the Hispanic and Haitian populations were included via
representatives who participated in the community leader focus group. These leaders were the St. Lucie
County Haitian and Spanish Advisory Council Chairwomen. Some of the service providers also serve
these communities and provided input on Hispanic and Haitian issues as well.

As was the case in 2007, the telephone survey consisted of 400 telephone interviews among adult
residents of St. Lucie County. The survey was representative of residents of St. Lucie County. The
guestionnaire was designed to complement the indicator data. SRA and PEIl worked with the task force
to identify questions which were most important to the community. Wherever appropriate and
available, comparisons were made between the 2007 and 2012 surveys. More detail on how this
project was completed is included in Chapter 2 which contains the detailed methodology.

The highlights of the needs assessment are presented in the following pages. This is followed by the
individual chapters which explore the indicators and community response for the environmental scan
and each of the five major categories in more detail.

As was the case in 2007, this executive summary consists of the following sections:

= Environmental Scan
o Geography
Population
Education
Employment
Income
o Housing
= Family Life
o Overview
Economic Status of Families (including Hunger)
Family Stability
Child Care
Public Transportation
Hispanic and Haitian residents
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o Challenges Identified
o Indicator Summary
= Child Health and Education
o Overview
Infant and Child Health
Teen Substance Abuse
Elementary and Secondary Education
Child Welfare and Mental Health
Challenges ldentified
Indicator Summary
= Adult Health and Functioning
Overview
Access to Health Care
Behavioral Risk Factors
Death Rates
Communicable and Infectious Diseases
Chronic lliness
Adult Mental Health
Challenges Identified
o Indicator Summary
= Elderly and Disabled Adults
o Overview
Financial Status
Living Situation
Health Status
Disabled Adults
Challenges Identified
o Indicator Summary
= Safety and Security
o Overview
Crime Rates
Juvenile Delinquency
Safety for Children and Families
Challenges ldentified
Indicator Summary

O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

O O O O O

The most up to date sources available were used for the indicator data. In a few instances, a different
source may have been used in the 2012 report than was used in the 2007 report. In these cases, the
2012 trend data may not match the original 2007 data due to the difference in sources. It should also be
noted that trend data is provided for ten years where available and that the most current data available
can vary by indicator. However, in some cases, ten years of data were not available and are not shown.

Note to readers: The summary charts contained in the executive summary are designed to provide the
reader with a visual indication of how St. Lucie compares to peer counties and the state on each
indicator. For the peer counties, if St. Lucie County performs more positively than two or more peer
counties, it is coded as green or “good.” If St. Lucie County performs more poorly than two or more
peer counties, it is coded as red or “needs improvement.” In other cases, where St. Lucie County’s
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performance is mixed compared to peer counties, it is coded as yellow or “neutral.” In some cases,
professional judgment has also been employed which moves some indicators from neutral to either
good or needs improvement depending on the degree of difference in the indicator data.

For the comparison to the state data, “+” indicates St. Lucie performs better than the state, “=” indicates
St. Lucie County performs similarly to the state, while “=* indicates St. Lucie county performs more
poorly than the state. Comparisons to the 2007 study are coded in the same manner as comparisons to
the state.
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Environmental Scan
The environmental scan section of the executive summary covers the following:

= Geography
= Population
= Education

= Employment
= |ncome

= Housing

Geography

St. Lucie County, covering an area of 572 square miles, is north of Martin County, south of Indian River
County, and east of Okeechobee County. The land mass includes a 20 mile stretch of beachfront on the
Atlantic Ocean and waterfront real estate along the north fork of the St. Lucie River, and a stretch of the
Indian River which separates Hutchinson Island, a barrier island, from the mainland.

The county has five major communities, including Ft. Pierce, Port St. Lucie, St. Lucie Village, St. Lucie
West, and Tradition. In addition, there is a large unincorporated area of the county west of Interstate 95
to the Okeechobee County line which is largely agricultural and farm land.

Population

In 2010, St. Lucie County had a population of 277,789 up from 260,590 residents in 2007. The
population is expected to increase to over 350,000 by 2020.

The population included 16,418 infants and toddlers which is up from 4.1 percent in 2000 to 5.9 percent
in 2010 (children under age 5), 68,795 children under age 19 up from 16.9 percent in 2000 to 24.8
percent in 2010, and 55,378 elders age 65 and older down from 22.6 percent in 2000 to 19.9 percent in
2010.

Compared to the 2000 census, the number of whites is down from 79 percent to 72 percent in 2010,
while blacks have increased from 15 percent to 19 percent during the same period. In addition, the
Hispanic population has increased from 8 percent in 2000 to 16.6 percent in 2010.

Education

St. Lucie County has 41 schools, including 20 elementary, 4 middle/junior schools, 6 high schools, and 11
schools classified as “other”. For the 2010-2011 school year, St. Lucie County earned a B district grade,
which has been the case since 2007-2008. In 2010-2011, just over half (21) were A schools, with no
school receiving an F.

For 2010-2011, the district reported a graduation rate of 78.7 percent (up from 2005-2006 rate of 72.7

percent) and a dropout rate of 2.2 percent (identical to the 2005-2006 rate). However, there are
differences in educational levels across the county. For example, in Ft. Pierce, 30 percent of the
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population age 25 and over has not graduated from high school or received an equivalent degree,
compared to only 22 percent of those in the remainder of the county (also identical to 2005-2006).

St. Lucie County is also home to Indian River State College (IRSC) which continues to expand the number
of training and degree program offerings and currently has over 15,000 residents engaged in learning.
The college also offers adult education programs to help residents earn their high school diploma. IRSC
is also one of the county’s major employers, with 1,124 employees working throughout the county.
There is more information on IRSC in the environmental scan.

Employment

In 2011, St. Lucie County had 108,178 workers employed and 16,151 workers unemployed for an
unemployment rate of 13 percent. This compares to 2006 when there were 110,140 workers employed
and 4,840 workers unemployed for an unemployment rate of 4.2 percent. However, occupational
employment projections for Region 20 which includes St. Lucie County (along with Martin, Okeechobee,
and Indian River) predict annual job growth rates of 2.16 percent over the next 8 years, which will add
almost 34,000 jobs in the region.

The health care and social assistance sector, along with the retail trade, employ many workers in St.
Lucie County accounting for 31 percent. In addition, educational services, accommodations, and food
services represent another 30 percent of employment (roughly 10 percent each). This is very different
from 2006 when many workers were employed by trade, transportation or utilities, and government
and reflects the lack of housing construction.

Income

St. Lucie County’s per capita income in 2010 was $29,670 compared with $22,664 in 2000. However,
per capita income is still well below the state level of $38,210 at only 78 percent of the state level. As a
whole, 39 percent of households in the county are classified as low income. Ft. Pierce has the highest
proportion of low income households, at 50 percent.

Over 48,000 residents live below the poverty threshold, with poverty being the greatest issue in Ft.
Pierce. The overall poverty in the 2010 Census was 17.6 percent, compared to 13.4 percent in 2000.

Housing

Based on the most recently available data (2009), 78 percent of county residents are homeowners,
which is identical to the rate in 2005. However, this does not take into account changes in the last two
years which have seen a large number of short sales (selling a home for less than is owed on the
mortgage) and foreclosures. In 2011, the median sale price of a single family home was $104,000 down
from a high in 2006 of $234,000, while condominiums sold for $115,000 in 2011 down from $212,000 in
2005 on average.

Since the “peak” in 2006, the real estate market has seen dramatic price declines. However, prices have

begun to stabilize and the inventory of available houses is shrinking. It is unlikely rapid home building
seen during 2000-2006 will return to the area in the near future.
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Despite the drop in home prices, affordable housing is an issue for many residents, with 27 percent of
household cost burdened by spending more than 30 percent of their income for housing. This is actually
up from the 24 percent level in 2005.

Note to Reader
There are no indicator data related specifically to the environmental scan data. Many of the issues

outlined herein are covered in subsequent sections of this executive summary. The full text of the
environmental scan is located in Chapter 3 of this report.
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FAMILY LIFE IN ST. LUCIE COUNTY

The family life section of the executive summary covers the following:

= Qverview

= Economic Status of Families
=  Family Stability

= Child Care

=  Public Transportation

= Challenges Identified

= |ndicator Summary

Overview

There are some family life issues which are impacting St. Lucie County residents based on the indicator
data, the telephone survey of residents, and focus groups. While not in any particular order, some of
these issues include lower incomes, higher unemployment rates, higher poverty rates, hunger,
homelessness, lack of affordable housing, and the availability of affordable child care.

Economic Status of Families

St. Lucie County had an average per capita income of $29,670 in 2010 compared to $22,664 in 2000. Per
capita income is below the state average of $38,210. Adjusted gross income is similar, with St. Lucie
County at $42,602 and the state rate at $49,454. Dividend and interest income are both below the state
average. Since many retirees live on their investments, this may be affecting the quality of life for elders
in the community.

Further, telephone survey data indicate that 25 percent of families are at “high” financial risk, with
another 16 percent at “medium” risk. This suggests that roughly 40 percent of households are
struggling in St. Lucie County. Evidence of this was also reported in the focus groups, with service
providers reporting that many people are coming to them for services who are new to the safety net
system. The Family Life chapter contains more detail about the definition of financial risk.

St. Lucie County has made progress in attracting companies that offer better jobs which pay higher
wages. However, much more work is needed given the below average income figures for the county
and the high rate of unemployment. Further, poverty levels are high, and hunger is a problem in St.
Lucie County, with one in five families (19.6 percent) classified as food insecure. This is up from one in
ten (10.8 percent) in 2005.

Family Stability

In terms of family stability, the divorce rate in St. Lucie County is lower than the state rate, and has held
steady since 2005. However, the proportion of female-headed households, which can lead to less
favorable outcomes for children, is higher than all three peer counties at 12.9 percent, up from 11
percent in 2000. Currently, 29 percent of female-headed households are living below the poverty level.
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In addition, 54 percent of these female-headed households, where children under 5 reside, are in
poverty.

Housing prices have fallen dramatically in St. Lucie County, with a median home price of $104,000 down
from $234,000 in 2005. Foreclosures and short sales (selling a home for less than is owed on the
mortgage) continue to be an issue in St. Lucie County, with foreclosure rates in June 2011 at 16.09
percent. In addition, the housing cost burden, which represents the proportion of income spent on
housing above the desired 30 percent level, is 27 percent which suggests that affordable housing is still
an issue for some St. Lucie County residents despite the drop in real estate prices. Further, there are
683 homeless people counted in the county on January 27, 2012. Of additional concern is that around
100 of the homeless are children, which can only lead to less than desirable outcomes for their futures.

Child Care

The indicator data suggest that while the population of St. Lucie County is increasing, the number of
child care slots has not increased and affordable child care is an issue for many residents. Among the
programs which exist, only 28.8 percent are Gold Seal programs.

Respondents in the telephone survey agree, with 40 percent indicating there is not enough affordable
child care and 47 percent agreeing there is a need for more subsidized child care. Further, 36 percent of
parents surveyed have had an issue finding affordable, quality child care in the past 12 months, and
three in ten parents (30 percent) are having difficulty finding care for their children before and after
school.

Public Transportation

There have been some improvements in the public transportation system. However, half (51 percent) of
residents in the phone survey do not find the system adequate. A respondent in the focus groups did
indicate federal money has helped build a new transit facility in Ft. Pierce, but indicated residents don’t
know enough about the system to use it.

Haitian and Hispanic Residents

With inclusion of respondents in both focus groups being people who serve the Haitian and Hispanic
populations, data was obtained that pointed to both the successes that have occurred for these
populations, as well as where issues still are occurring. It is perceived that both Hispanic and Haitian
residents in the county have become better acclimated and achieved higher education attainments
compared to five years ago. Further, it was noted that the Hispanic population in St. Lucie County, in
particular, has become more integrated in the county, with more Hispanic cultural celebrations made
available to the whole community.

Issues still remain with undocumented and documented Haitian and Hispanic residents being unable to
access the health care they need for themselves and family members due to fear or lack of ability to
communicate. This fear also precludes them from accessing other services needed. Lack of adequate
transportation remains an issue for many Haitian residents in particular.
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Challenges Identified

Some of the challenges identified in the family life section, many of which persist from the 2007

analysis, include:

=  More jobs and higher paying jobs
= Affordable housing

= Homelessness

=  Hunger

= Available and affordable child care

=  Public transportation

Indicator Summary

Almost one in five families live below the poverty line, with similar numbers being food insecure. This
may lead to poor nutrition and health problems, which will negatively impact an already overburdened
safety network. The impact of poverty is particularly great on children as it affects their ability to grow,

learn, and make a better life for themselves.

In addition to these factors, affordable housing and affordable child care affect many families ability to
obtain other necessities including health care. Family Life Chapter 4 presents indicator data relating to
the economic status of families and family stability. The community response to issues of family life is

presented at the end of the chapter.

Following is a summary of the family life indicator data:

0od Neutral

St. Lucie County better
(+), the same (=), or
worse (-) than:

St. Lucie County compared to peer 2007 needs
counties Florida assessment
ECONOMIC STATUS OF FAMILIES
Per capita income - +
Median household income - N/A
Adjusted gross income - +
Average dividends and interest - +
Average wages and salaries - +

Annual unemployment rate

Poverty rates

Children in poverty

Food insecure households
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000 Neutral ; 5
St. Lucie County better
(+), the same (=), or
worse (-) than:
St. Lucie County compared to peer 2007 needs
counties Florida assessment
ECONOMIC STATUS OF FAMILIES
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) I + +
WIC participation + +
Eligibility for federal school lunch program N/A -
Work able SNAP customers participating in work or N/A -
work related activities *
TANF customers participating in work or work N/A -
work related activities *
FAMILY STABILITY
Dissolution of marriage + =
Female-headed households + -
Female-headed households below poverty - =
Student population stability + +
Homeownership rate + =
Median single family home price - -
Household cost burden + +
Number of homeless people N/A -
CHILD CARE

Total number of providers N/A +
Gold seal accredited programs N/A +

* Circuit Nineteen

NOTE: For the comparison to the state data, “+” indicates St. Lucie performs better than the state, “=" indicates St. Lucie County performs similarly to the

state, while “—“ indicates St. Lucie county performs more poorly than the state. Comparisons to the 2007 study are coded in the same manner as

comparisons to the state.
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CHILD HEALTH AND EDUCATION IN ST. LUCIE COUNTY

The child health and education section of the executive summary covers the following:

= Qverview

= |nfant and Child Health

= Teen Substance Abuse

= Elementary and Secondary Education
=  Child Welfare and Mental Health

= Challenges Identified

= |ndicator Summary

Overview

Several issues exist in terms of child health and education based on the indicator data, as well as input
from the telephone survey and the focus groups. While not in rank order, these include, but are not
limited to, lack of prenatal care, substance abuse for middle school students, and issues with school
attendance.

Infant and Child Health

Proper prenatal care impacts healthy birth outcomes and the success for children later in life. While
most women in St. Lucie County receive prenatal care, roughly three in ten women receive inadequate
prenatal care. However, progress has been made as the percentage of women receiving prenatal care is
up from the low in 2007.

Births to uninsured mothers have been trending down since 2007 (11.5 percent) and at 2.3 percent are
well below the state level (8.6 percent).

St. Lucie County has seen a decrease in births to teen mothers since the 2007 report. While St. Lucie
County has a higher rate of under-educated mothers than the state rate, it has been improving and now

only one in six new mothers have less than a high school education.

At 8.1 percent, low birth weight infants are below the state rate and two of three peer counties. In
addition, infant mortality rates are below the state rate and all three peer counties.

Further, immunization rates for kindergarten students are above the state rate and all three peer
counties.

Teen Substance Abuse

Substance abuse impacts teens in many ways including poorer school performance, and a greater
likelihood to get into trouble. While there has been a decline in tobacco use among teens in St. Lucie
County, there are above average substance abuse issues for middle school students. Specifically, middle
school students are above the state rate for tobacco, alcohol, marijuana, and illicit drug use. High school
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students are at or below the state rate on all four substance abuse measures. Note that rates for each
of the four indicators are shown in the detailed chapter report.

Parents in the telephone survey concur, with one in five saying they have had an issue with teenage
alcohol or drug abuse in their household during the past 12 months.

Elementary and Secondary Education

While they have fallen to their lowest rate in four years, absentee rates in St. Lucie County (14 percent)
far exceed the state (9.5 percent) and peer counties rates (11.6 percent or less).

The lack of attendance is reflected in reading and math proficiency. St. Lucie County third and tenth
graders are rated slightly lower than the state rate in terms of reading proficiency. For math, third grade
students were just above the state rate, while 10" grade students were below the state rate.

Further, St. Lucie County schools are below the state graduation levels and above the state level for
dropout rates.

Parents in the telephone survey echo these findings, with only 15 percent saying they agree that St.
Lucie County public school students are well prepared for college. However, community leaders and
service providers in the focus groups indicated new programs and partnerships have made progress
towards improving education in St. Lucie County.

While most St. Lucie County children start school ready to learn based on the Early Screening Inventory-
Kindergarten (ESI-K), fewer children in the county are properly prepared than the state rate and peer

counties.

Child Welfare and Mental Health

Children are negatively impacted by child abuse, neglect, and emotional disturbances. Child abuse rates
in St. Lucie County at 13.83 per 1,000 are above the state rate (13.42 per 1,000), but are decreasing,
while the state rate is increasing.

Of all the abused or neglected children who are removed from their homes in the Department of
Children and Families Central Region (including St. Lucie County), almost 70 percent were reunited with
their families within 12 months. There has been improvement in the rate since the fiscal year end in
June 2010.

In the telephone survey among residents, three in ten (30 percent) parents say children with behavioral
and emotional problems have been an issue in their household during the past 12 months.

Challenges Identified
Some of the challenges identified in the child health and education section include:

= Lower levels of proper prenatal care
=  Births to mothers with less than a high school education
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= High rate of substance abuse among middle school students

= High rate of absenteeism for students

»  Lower rates of reading proficiency for 3" and 10" grade students
= Lower rates of math proficiency for 10" grade students

Indicator Summary

The quality of life which children are afforded in a community can be a reflection of the well-being of the
entire community. A healthy birth and healthy development, free from disease and injury, help to
ensure that children grow to be productive, independent adults. Conversely, problems at birth and in
early development such as very low birth weight, poor nutrition, limited intellectual and sensory
stimulation, illness affecting development, or other health problems may follow a child into adulthood,
manifesting as learning problems, social maladjustment, chronic health problems, or other issues.
Chapter 5 presents data on indicators relating to child health and education.

Following is a summary of the child health and education indicator data:

ood Neutral o
St. Lucie County better
(+), the same (=), or
worse (-) than:
St. Lucie County compared to peer 2007 needs
counties Florida assessment
INFANT AND CHILD HEALTH
Births with first trimester prenatal care - N/A
Births with late or no prenatal care - +
Births to uninsured women + N/A
Births paid by Medicaid - -
Births to teen mothers age 10 to 14 + +
Births to teen mothers age 15 to 19 - +
Births to mothers over age 18 without high school - +
education
Low birth weight + -
Infant mortality + +
WIC participation + +
Up to date immunizations for Kindergarten students + +
Enteric disease in children under 6 + +
Child deaths age 1 to 19 + +
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St. Lucie County better
(+), the same (=), or
worse (-) than:

Tobacco use within past 30 days by middle school
students

St. Lucie County compared to peer

Tobacco use within past 30 days by high school
students

2007 needs

Florida assessment

Alcohol use within past 30 days by middle school
students

Alcohol use in past 30 days by H.S. students

Marijuana use within past 30 days by middle school
students

Marijuana use in past 30 days by H.S. students

Illicit drug use within past 30 days by middle school
students

Illicit drug use within past 30 days by H.S. students

Students absent 21 or more days

School readiness at Kindergarten entry - +
FCAT reading (scoring 3 or above) - -
FCAT math (scoring 3 or above) = -
Graduation rates - +

Dropout rates

Child abuse rates

Children reunified within 12 months *

Average annual days SED children spend in the
community *

School days SED children attended *

* Central Region NOTE: For the comparison to the state data, “+” indicates St. Lucie performs better than the state,

“_u

indicates St. Lucie County

performs similarly to the state, while “—“ indicates St. Lucie county performs more poorly than the state. Comparisons to the 2007 study are coded in the

same manner as comparisons to the state.
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ADULT HEALTH AND FUNCTIONING IN ST. LUCIE COUNTY

The adult health and functioning section of the executive summary covers the following:

=  Qverview

=  Access to Health Care

= Behavioral Risk Factors

= Death Rates

=  Communicable and Infectious Diseases
= Chronic lliness

= Adult Mental Health

= Challenges Identified

® |ndicator Summary

Overview

Adult residents who are age 20 or over represent 75 percent of the population in St. Lucie County.
Indicators of adult health include access to and availability of health care, behaviors which can lead to
poor health and quality of life outcomes, death and disease rates, and mental health issues. All of these
impact the individual’s quality of life, as well as having a negative impact on the community as a whole.

Access to Health Care

An important indicator of overall health in a community is the ability of residents to access health care.
Access is usually impacted by whether or not adults have health insurance. The 2010 U.S. Census
American Community Survey shows 33 percent of St. Lucie County adults who are under age 65 do not
have health insurance. This is much higher than the 25 percent reported in the 2004 Agency for Health
Care Administration Florida Insurance Study. While these are two different sources, they share a similar
methodology to allow for comparisons.

Based on the telephone survey, roughly six in ten households have difficulty affording health insurance,
health care, and dental care. The data show this problem has the greatest impact on households which
earn under $25,000. Lack of proper preventative health care and dental care may lead to more serious
medical conditions including heart disease, stroke, and other chronic illnesses which are also the leading
causes of death in the county.

However, participants in the focus groups pointed out that many improvements have been made in the
health care system and that the HANDS clinic is helping some residents who do not have insurance.

Behavioral Risk Factors

Risk factors for adults include health status, as well as lifestyle behavioral choices which can impact
health.
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As was reported in the 2007 study, about one in five St. Lucie County adults report they are in fair or
poor health (22.9 percent). However, the percentage of adults considered obese has increased from
21.9 percent in 2002 to 31.4 percent in 2010.

The obesity numbers are supported by the resident telephone survey, where over half indicated a
weight problem with adults in their household during the past 12 months.

Among the lifestyle factors, most adults (76 percent) consume less than five fruits and vegetables a day,
while over half (61 percent) have no regular moderate physical activity, and 11 percent engage in heavy
or binge drinking.

The number of adult smokers is down from 28 percent in 2002 to 19 percent in 2010. In addition, the
telephone survey data indicate that fewer (5 percent down from 10 percent in 2007) households have a
major issue with substance abuse.

Death Rates

The death rate for adults in St. Lucie County has been decreasing. Heart disease and cancer are the
leading causes of death among adults in St. Lucie County.

Communicable and Infectious Diseases

Vaccine preventable illnesses and sexually transmitted disease rates are lower in St. Lucie County than
the state rate and two or more peer counties. The tuberculosis rates in St. Lucie County have generally
decreased over the last ten years.

However, St. Lucie County has the highest rate of AIDS cases in the state (38.5 per 100,000 versus 16.9
per 100,000 in Florida). HIV infection rates, while above the state level and all three peer counties, have
been trending down and are currently at their lowest level in the last ten years.

Chronic lliness

Based on age adjusted death rates, residents in St. Lucie County die from the four classic categories of
chronic disease including:

= Heart disease

= Cancer
=  Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
= Stroke

In terms of the behavioral risk factors which are associated with morbidity and mortality, St. Lucie
County compares unfavorably to the state as a whole for:

= Diagnosed hypertension

= Diagnosed high cholesterol

= Diagnosed with diabetes

= Do not meet physical activity recommendations
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= Do not engage in leisure time physical activities

= Do not consume five fruits and vegetables per day
=  Being overweight

=  Being obese

The county also compares poorly to the state on death rates for skin cancer, hospitalization rates for
heart disease, and stroke.

Adult Mental Health

The treatment of adult mental illness has a direct impact on the ability of adults to support themselves
financially.

Adults with severe and persistent mental illness in the Central Region, which includes St. Lucie County,
spend more days in the community (which is positive since they spend fewer days institutionalized)
compared to the state and Suncoast Region. In addition, adults who complete treatment are somewhat
more likely to find work, though the average days worked is declining.

In the telephone survey of residents, just over one in five households (22 percent compared to 23
percent in the 2007 survey) report a major problem with feelings of anxiety, stress, and depression.

Community leaders and service providers in the focus groups indicated that St. Lucie County probably
has more issues with mental illness than are diagnosed and treated. In addition, one focus group
respondent mentioned that a large portion of the homeless population in the county suffers from
mental illness.

All of this suggests that mental illness may be preventing some residents from finding and keeping jobs.

Challenges Identified
Some of the challenges identified in the adult health and functioning section include:

=  Lack of health insurance

= Access to affordable health care
= Access to affordable dental care
=  Poor health status

= QObesity

= HIV/AIDS

= Climbing death rates

=  Mental health issues

Indicator Summary

The 2012 St. Lucie County community needs assessment included the needs of the general adult
population. Chapter 6 addresses the indicator data relating to health care access, behavioral risk
factors, death rates, and communicable diseases using data from the Florida Department of Health, and
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adult mental health using data from the Department of Children and Families. The community response

to issues of adult health and functioning is presented at the end of Chapter 6.

Following is a summary of the adult health and functioning indicator data:

ood Neutral

St. Lucie County better
(+), the same (=), or
worse (-) than:

St. Lucie County compared to peer 2007 needs
counties Florida assessment
Uninsured rates: no reported health care insurance - +
Vaccine preventable disease rate + +
Sexually transmitted disease rate + -
AIDS rate - -
HIV rate - -
Tuberculosis cases + +
Coronary heart disease deaths + +
Coronary heart disease hospitalizations - +
Stroke deaths + +
Stroke hospitalizations - +
Heart failure deaths + +
Hospitalizations from congestive heart failure - +
Chronic lower respiratory diseases deaths + =
Skin cancer deaths - =
Lung cancer deaths + +
Colorectal cancer deaths + +
Breast cancer deaths + +
Cervical cancer deaths = -
Prostate cancer deaths + +
Diabetes deaths + +
Diabetes hospitalizations + N/A
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ood Neutral ’
St. Lucie County better
(+), the same (=), or
worse (-) than:
St. Lucie County compared to peer 2007 needs
counties Florida assessment
ADULT MENTAL HEALTH
Number of adults with severe and persistent mental N/A N/A
illness in the community served *
Annual days in the community for adults with + =
severe and persistent mental illness *
Adults with severe and persistent mental illness - N/A
who are competitively employed *
Average annual days worked for pay for adults with - -
severe and persistent mental illness *
Adults with severe and persistent mental illness who - N/A
live in stable housing environments *
* Central Region
NOTE: For the comparison to the state data, “+” indicates St. Lucie performs better than the state, “=” indicates St. Lucie County performs similarly to the
state, while “—“ indicates St. Lucie county performs more poorly than the state. Comparisons to the 2007 study are coded in the same manner as

comparisons to the state.
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ELDERLY AND DISABLED ADULTS IN ST. LUCIE COUNTY

The elderly and disabled adults section of the executive summary covers the following:

= Qverview

=  Population

=  Financial Status

= Living Situations

= Health Status

= Disabled Adults

= Challenges Identified
= |ndicator Summary

Overview

The approximately 72,951 people (60+) in St. Lucie County represent 26.3 percent of the population,
including:

= 6.3 percent aged 60 to 64
= 17.6 percent aged 65 to 84
= 2.4 percent over 84 years of age

The population age 60 and over is expected to more than double to 166,403 by 2030. Service providers
in the focus groups indicated this growth will make it even more difficult to serve seniors in need during
the coming years. Further, service providers reported that seniors who moved here during the housing
boom are increasingly in need of services as they age.

Financial Status

Compared to the state rate, fewer St. Lucie County elders live in poverty. The rate has dropped from a
high of 8.5 percent in 2008 to 7.8 percent today.

Living Situation

Elder people who are living alone without a spouse or caregiver are more likely to require placement in
a nursing home as they age and become more frail. In St. Lucie County, one in five elders (age 60+) live
alone, which is slightly above the state rate and peer counties.

Some elders (14.8 per 1,000 in St. Lucie County) also face the increased responsibility of raising
grandchildren. This is higher than the state rate and peer counties. Further, the county rate has been
rising from 11.61 per 1,000 in 2009.

Loneliness is also an issue for many people age 60 and over. In the telephone survey among residents,
over half (54 percent compared to 56 percent in 2007) of elders age 60 and over feel many seniors in St.
Lucie County suffer from loneliness. Most of the elders in the telephone survey (56 percent) indicated
that they know how to get information about services. However, this may suggest a need to do more to
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communicate the activities and services which are available to seniors since many are not aware of how
they can obtain this information.

There was some improvement in other concerns about living situations that were highlighted by the
results of the resident telephone survey. Specifically, 30 percent (down from 46 percent in 2007) worry
they will not be able to remain in their home if they become sick and need care. This decrease may be
due to the increases in home health care providers available to elders today. In addition, 32 percent
worry that they will not be able to find transportation (down from 44 percent in 2007).

Finally, 24 percent (down from 30 percent in 2007) indicate they have an issue with making their home
handicap accessible.

Health Status

In order to maintain good health, it is critical to have access to medical care. One-fourth of the people
age 65 or over in St. Lucie County are medically underserved, which is above the state level and two of
three peer counties.

Elders who have more than two disabilities are considered significantly disabled. In St. Lucie County,
fewer elders are considered significantly disabled (a positive) than in the state as a whole.

The findings are similar for Alzheimer’s cases, with St. Lucie County below the state rate and two of the
three peer counties. In addition, the rate has declined for St. Lucie County over the past two years from
15.3 percent in 2009 to 13.2 percent in 2011. Note that if the population of elderly expands as
projected, the number of elders with Alzheimer's disease will greatly increase, even if the percentage
doesn't. This may strain caregivers, as well as day treatment and in-home care services.

The Department of Elder Affairs uses an Elder Needs Index to provide a picture of the adequacy with
which the needs of the elderly are met in local communities. The Elder Needs Index shows that
residents age 60 and older with the greatest needs are located in the city of Ft. Pierce and North Ft.
Pierce.

Disabled Adults

The goal for a disabled adult under the Protective Services program at DCF is to stay in their own home
and avoid being in a nursing home. In St. Lucie County, none of the adults with disabilities who received
services through Elder Affairs were placed in a nursing home.

While Elder Affairs is successful in keeping disabled adults out of nursing homes, 41 percent of residents
in the telephone survey agree it is difficult to find affordable adult day care.

Challenges Identified

Some of the challenges identified for elderly and disabled adults include:

= Elders who are lonely
= Elders who are raising grandchildren
= Elders who are medically underserved
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=  Communication to elders about services and activities
= Pressures on elder service providers as this population grows

Indicator Summary

Given Florida’s high population of elderly residents, a needs assessment would be incomplete without a
focus on the needs of the elderly. Disabled adults of any age have similar needs and issues. Chapter 7 of
this report presents indicator data relating to the needs of elderly and disabled adults using data from
the Florida Department of Elder Affairs. Community response to the issues of the elderly and disabled
adults is presented at the end of the Elderly and Disabled Adults chapter.

The following is a summary of the elderly and disabled adults indicator data:

ood Neutral
O
St. Lucie County better
(+), the same (=), or
worse (-) than:
St. Lucie County compared to peer 2007 needs
counties Florida assessment
ELDERLY
People 60+ below poverty guidelines + +
People 60+ living alone - =
People 60+ responsible for grandchildren - N/A
People 65+ medically underserved - -
People 65+ with two or more disabilities + -
People 65+ probable Alzheimer’s cases I + -
DISABLED ADULTS
Adults with disabilities not placed in nursing homes - I + =
NOTE: For the comparison to the state data, “+” indicates St. Lucie performs better than the state, “=" indicates St. Lucie County performs similarly to the
state, while “—“ indicates St. Lucie county performs more poorly than the state. Comparisons to the 2007 study are coded in the same manner as

comparisons to the state.
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SAFETY AND SECURITY IN ST. LUCIE COUNTY

The safety and security section of the executive summary includes the following:

= Qverview

= Crime Rates

= Juvenile Delinquency

= Safety for Children and Families
= Challenges Identified

= |ndicator Summary

Overview

Feeling safe and secure is critical for child development and helps reduce some life stresses for adults. A
lack of criminal activity and juvenile delinquency are positives for everyone in a community. In addition,
since domestic violence, child abuse, and parental neglect can have a permanent impact on a child’s
healthy development, low incidence of these problems is considered a positive as well. Some of the
challenges for St. Lucie County, in no particular order, are index crimes, juvenile crime, child abuse, and
violence in schools.

Crime Rates

Over the last 10 years, St. Lucie County has seen a downward trend in crime. St. Lucie County has a
crime rate of 3,397 per 100,000 population for index crimes, including murder, rape, robbery,
aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft. This is lower than the state rate and one
peer county. While they have generally trended down, index crimes are up from 2010 (3,109.8) to 2011
(3,397.3). Further, jail populations are much higher than the state rate and those for two of three peer
counties which may be interpreted as more aggressive law enforcement. According to the telephone
survey, 58 percent of residents (compared to 66 percent in 2007) feel safe in their neighborhoods.

All of this suggests that law enforcement efforts are effective. However, Ft. Pierce remains a problem.
The index crime rate for Ft. Pierce is 2.2 times higher than the county as a whole and 1.8 times higher

than the state rate.

Juvenile Delinquency

The juvenile crime indicators are at or above state levels, but are trending down.

In 2007, the comments from community leaders, service providers, and faith based participants in the
focus groups identified gangs as one of the biggest problems in safety and security in St. Lucie County.
In addition, residents in the 2007 telephone survey indicated that gangs are a major problem.

Despite difficult economic conditions, gangs were not mentioned in focus groups and less than two in

ten (17 percent) telephone survey respondents agreed gangs are a serious issue in their neighborhood.
Fewer telephone respondents indicated criminal activity, by teens, is an issue (down from 34 percent to
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20 percent from 2007 to 2012). Respondents in the focus groups indicated that reduced juvenile crime
may be the result of law enforcement community outreach and better collaboration between agencies.

Safety for Children and Families

Death rates due to unintentional injuries are above the state rate, but lower than all three peer
counties. Death rates are relatively consistent since 2005.

Child abuse, neglect, or threatened harm rates were higher than state levels, but lower than two of the
three peer counties. At the same time, crime and violence in schools was more than double the state
rate and that for all three peer counties.

More parents in the telephone survey agree that their children feel safe in school (60 percent up from
53 percent). However, just over one-third (35 percent) of respondents in the phone survey indicated
their children faced issues with bullying.

Challenges Identified
Some of the challenges identified in the safety and security section include:

= Index crime rate in Ft. Pierce
= Crime and violence in high schools
= Bullying

Indicator Summary

For the community at large, safety and security are generally defined in terms of a low crime rate,
particularly for the crimes defined as index crimes, i.e., murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault,
burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft. Lower rates relative to the statewide rate or rates for peer
counties may encourage a feeling of safety. For children, the safety and security of their environment
significantly impacts their growth and development. Violence experienced by children may include
domestic violence and child abuse or threatened harm, as well as crime and violence in school. Parental
neglect also undermines a child’s security and healthy development. Chapter 8 presents data relating to
indicators of safety and security for the general public, for children and families, and related to juvenile
delinquency.
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Following is a summary of the safety and security indicator data:

ood Neutral o
St. Lucie County better
(+), the same (=), or
worse (-) than:
St. Lucie County compared to peer 2007 needs
counties Florida assessment
Index crime rates + +
Non-violent crime rates I + +
Violent crime rates + +
Jail incarceration rate - +
Average daily jail population N/A +
Rates of youth referred for delinquency offenses - +
Rates of youth on probation for delinquency offenses - N/A
Rates of youth committed for delinquency offenses = +
Rates of youth transferred to adult court for - -
delinquency
Deaths from unintentional injuries - +
Domestic violence rates I + +
Child abuse rates - +
Rates of crime and violence in schools - N/A

NOTE: For the comparison to the state data, “+” indicates St. Lucie performs better than the state, “=” indicates St. Lucie County performs similarly to the
state, while “—“ indicates St. Lucie county performs more poorly than the state. Comparisons to the 2007 study are coded in the same manner as

comparisons to the state.

Page 32 of 447

[ nescancy W
GROUP INC I.umou mi



A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
METHODOLOGY

METHODOLOGY

Page 33 of 447

() RESEARCH QMCE
GROUPINC g preg g



A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
METHODOLOGY

Table of Contents

(0, F-To 1 =T gy LV, 114 0 To Yo Lo (o -4V /R 33-40

Page 34 of 447

O mseanse TR
] b



A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
METHODOLOGY

METHODOLOGY

As was the case for the 2007 study, presentation of the 2012 community needs assessment data is
organized into the following indicator classifications:

=  Environmental Scan Chapter 3
=  Family Life (including economic status and family stability) Chapter 4
=  Child Health and Education Chapter 5
=  Adult Health and Functioning Chapter 6
= Elderly and Disabled Adults Chapter 7
= Safety and Security Chapter 8

The needs assessment focused on roughly 90 indicators. Indicators are data which are available in the
public domain that are identified as important at the federal, state, or county level. In 2007, there were
approximately 80 indicators. In the 2012 study, SRA and PEl worked with the task force and it was
determined that additional indicators should be added based on changes in the county since the 2007
effort. Chapters 4 through 8 present quantitative and qualitative information pertaining to each of these
classifications, while chapter 9 presents information about service providers serving St. Lucie County.

Indicator Data

Chapters 4 through 8 present quantitative data for each of the five classifications of indicators. These
data were obtained from multiple sources, primarily state databases. Information was collected from
the following:

= Agency for Health Care Administration, Florida Health Insurance Study

= Agency for Workforce Innovation, Office of Early Learning, Florida Child Care Resource
and Referral State Network

= Annie E. Casey Foundation, Kids Count Data Center

= Early Learning Coalition of St. Lucie County, Inc.

=  Economic Development Council of St. Lucie County

=  Florida Department of Children and Families, 2010 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey

=  Florida Department of Children and Families, Council on Homelessness Report

=  Florida Department of Children and Families, Performance Measures Dashboard

=  Florida Department of Corrections

=  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity

= Florida Department of Education, Education Information and Accountability Services (EIAS)
Publications and Master School Identification File

= Florida Department of Education, Office of Early Learning

= Florida Department of Education, School Grades Report

® Florida Department of Elder Affairs

= Florida Department of Health, Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System Survey

= Florida Department of Health, Bureau of Epidemiology

=  Florida Department of Health, Bureau of Immunization

= Florida Department of Health, Office of Vital Statistics

= Florida Department of Health, WIC Program
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=  Florida Department of Juvenile Justice

=  Florida Department of Law Enforcement

=  Florida Education and Community Data Profiles

= Florida Legislature, Office of Economic and Demographic Research

®  Florida Impact

=  Florida Research and Economic Database

=  Map of the Meal Gap, Feeding America

=  St. Lucie County School District

= Syracuse University, Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse

=  Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council, Inc.

= U.S. Census

= University of Florida, Bureau of Economic and Business Research

= University of Florida, Shimberg Center for Affordable Housing, Florida Housing Data
Clearinghouse

Data for the most recent year available are presented for St. Lucie County and for three peer counties —
Lake, Manatee, and Marion. These counties were selected as peers based on population size, proximity
to St. Lucie County, and the similarity in population and economic characteristics. The counties were
reviewed and discussed with the task force. Based on input from the task force, it was decided to use
the same counties employed in the 2007 study since they are also the counties used by the school
district and other agencies for comparative purposes.

Lake County includes Clermont, Leesburg, Eustis, Lady Lake, Tavares, and Mount Dora. Manatee County
includes Bradenton, Palmetto, and Holmes Beach. Marion County includes Ocala, Belleview, and
Dunnellon.

The table below shows some comparison points considered in the selection of the peer counties. Within
each of the chapters, data for St. Lucie County is contrasted with data for peer counties. For example,
the population trends and the growth rate in St. Lucie County and the peer counties are contrasted in
the environmental scan section of the report.

Comparison Indicators St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion
Population 2000 192,695 210,527 264,002 258,916
Population 2010 277,789 297,052 322,833 331,298
Population Rank 2000 22 21 16 17
Population Rank 2010 20 19 16 15
Percent Change (2000-2010) 44.2% 41.1% 22.3% 28.0%
Percent Change Rank (2000-2010) 5 6 21 24
Population Under 5 16,418 16,233 18,322 17,112
Population Under 5 (Percent) 5.9% 5.5% 5.7% 5.2%
Population Over 65 55,378 71,825 75,109 85,318
Population Over 65 (Percent) 19.9% 24.2% 23.3% 25.8%
Population 85 and over 6,599 8,383 9,928 9,402
Households 121,289 135,729 137,726 90,603
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 45,995 36,009 47,955 36,137
Percent Hispanic of 2010 Population 16.6% 12.1% 14.9% 10.9%
Householder living alone 26,272 30,579 38,642 36,749
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Comparison Indicators St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion
Households with children under 18 years 28,764 29,163 30,705 29,492
Per capita income 2008 29,115 31,520 40,353 31,225
FL Co. Retail Price and Wage Indices-Index* 98.14 92.74 96.90 90.51
FL Co. Retail Price and Wage Indices-Rank* 8 20 11 37
School enrollment 39,259 41,110 44,249 41,961
School enrollment - Percent White 40.6% 58.7% 52.8% 56.2%
School enrollment - Percent Hispanic 24.3% 19.6% 28.3% 17.6%
Persons below poverty level, percent, 2009 15.60% 12.60% 14.40% 15.90%
Persons per square mile, 2010 485.3 311.7 435.7 209.8

*FCRPI measures the relative expenditure required to purchase the same basket of goods and services purchased by the average Floridian in
each of Florida’s counties at a particular point in time, in this case August 2007. Lower rank=more expensive

All rates presented in the indicator data are calculated by the source indicated.

The most up to date sources available were used for the indicator data. In a few instances, a different
source may have been used in the 2012 report than were used in the 2007 report. In these cases, the
2012 trend data may not match the original 2007 data due to the difference in sources.

Community Telephone Survey and Focus Group Research

As was the case in 2007, the voice of residents, community leaders, and services providers is an integral
part of the needs assessment process in 2012. Chapters 4 through 8 each end with a section entitled
Community Response. Community Response includes findings based on two research projects — two
focus groups and a community-wide telephone survey.

Primary research among residents of St. Lucie County was conducted in order to supplement secondary
indicator data. Primary research provides a firsthand look at factors that impact residents of the county.
Both quantitative and qualitative primary research was conducted, with a telephone survey gathering
statistically reliable data and focus groups that provided attitudes and perceptions among community
leaders and service providers.

The telephone survey and focus groups were designed to provide data from a broad spectrum of
residents. Further, the focus groups were invaluable in providing a voice for residents who are
underrepresented in random telephone surveys. This is particularly true of low income households and
minority groups such as Hispanics and Haitians who either are not reachable by telephone or who are
hesitant to participate in this type of survey.

Telephone Survey

As was the case in 2007, a telephone survey of St. Lucie County residents was conducted in order to
obtain results which offered a high level of statistical confidence. Survey results provided data on
household composition, annual household income, education, and employment characteristics. The
survey was conducted among 400 residents of the county which provided results at a 95 percent
statistical level of confidence, with a margin of error of +/- 5 percent.

Both the 2007 and 2012 surveys were representative of residents of St. Lucie County. Wherever
appropriate and available, comparisons were made between the 2007 and 2012 surveys.
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The SRA and PEI team designed the telephone survey based upon their expertise with similar projects,
as well as input from the task force led by United Way of St. Lucie County. The team worked closely
with task force representatives to ensure that the survey was structured to provide the level of input
needed.

The survey required 12 minutes to complete and included a series of closed-ended questions and one
open-ended question.

After receiving approval on the survey, a pre-test was conducted among a random sample of area
residents. The pre-test determined if questions were clear and non-ambiguous and if all possible
answer options were included.

The following topic areas were included in the survey:

= Quality of life in the county and neighborhood
=  Perception of safety

= Health issues and concerns

=  Education

=  Economic issues

=  Children’s issues

= Elderly concerns

The survey was fielded using a team of professionally trained and fully briefed interviewers. All
members of the interviewing team attended three briefings to ensure a complete understanding of the
survey.

CATIl (Computer Aided Telephone Interviewing) was used to conduct this survey. CATI allows
interviewers to use the computer instead of pencil and paper. Interviewers read the question as it

appears on the monitor, then input responses directly into the system.

Interviewers were monitored by the field supervisor, and 10 percent of all completed surveys were
validated in order to ensure quality control.

The telephone survey was conducted among 400 county residents between January 18 and January 26,
2012 during the hours of 5:00 PM and 9:00 PM Monday through Friday, and Saturday from 10:00 AM to
2:00 PM in order to reach the full spectrum of residents.

Focus Groups

Focus groups are an effective market research technique for gathering perceptions and attitudes from
groups of people who, because of their unique experiences and perspectives, are able to share a deeper
level of information on a specific topic.

Two groups were held on Wednesday, January 25, 2012 as follows:

=  Community leaders 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM
= Service providers 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM
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In 2007, input from the Hispanic and Haitian communities was provided by focus groups among St. Lucie
County residents from these two communities which were conducted in Spanish and Creole,
respectively. In 2012, the voices of the Hispanic and Haitian populations were included via
representatives who participated in the community leader focus group. These leaders were the St. Lucie
County Haitian and Spanish Advisory Council Chairwomen. Some of the service providers also serve
these communities and provided input on Hispanic and Haitian issues as well.

Service providers are ideal candidates for focus groups since they have the ability to supply a greater
understanding of the needs of residents, from children to seniors. A full spectrum of providers are
included in the research, with the following represented:

= Coalition for Independent Living Options
=  Council on Aging

= DCF, 19" Circuit

= Department of Health

= Haitian representative

= HANDS

= Hispanic representative

= Homeless Family Center

= Mustard Seed Ministries

= New Horizons of the Treasure Coast
= St. Lucie County Community Services
=  Treasure Coast Food Bank

As well, community leaders were able to provide insight into the employment base of the community,
and represented the following:

= Children's Services Council

=  Ft. Pierce Utilities Authority

= Haitian Advisory Council

= |ndian River State College

= Publix at Tradition

= St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce
= St. Lucie County School District

= St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Department

=  Walmart Distribution Center

The service provider and community leader focus group respondents were invited to participate in the
research by SRA using lists provided by the task force led by United Way of St. Lucie County.

The task force was identified as the sponsor of the research during this invitation process.
Focus group respondents invited to attend received an e-mail confirming their participation in the group

and providing all necessary specifications of the group including date, time, and location. The day before
the group, the team re-contacted these individuals to ensure attendance.
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The team developed the list of questions to be asked during the focus groups. The questions were designed
to meet the goals and objectives of the project and specific to each group’s audience.

The groups conducted among service providers and community leaders were audio-video taped for later
review and analysis.

Program Directory Information

Chapter 9 presents an overview of the information collected as part of the program directory. The
program directory information was collected through a web-based survey designed to capture
information about the parent agency and each program that the agency operates. To initiate data
collection for the program directory, a listing of 396 agencies was compiled from “211” and input by the
task force. Of the 396 agencies, 97 completed program directory information for 176 programs.

Chapter 10 presents detailed information about specific services provided by the various agencies and
programs.

Strategic Direction

Chapters 4 through 8 include a strategic direction section which outlines the key issues in that area and
offers potential solutions for these issues.

The report offers strategic directions to be considered in each chapter. These are offered only as points
to be considered to stimulate your discussion when you begin a dialogue about potential action plans.
These should not be considered the only options available. It is suggested that an in-depth local analysis
be undertaken prior to using these data.
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The environmental scan contains the following information:

Background
Population
Education
Employment
Income
Housing
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Background

St. Lucie County is Florida's 20th most populous county, with 1.5 percent of Florida's population, and is
one of the four counties in southeast Florida known as the Treasure Coast. St Lucie County is comprised
of 572 square miles of land, including 20 miles of Atlantic Ocean beachfront. The county is bordered to
the north by Indian River County, to the south by Martin County, and to the west by Okeechobee
County. The communities within the county are connected by the Florida Turnpike, Interstate 95, State
Road 70, and County Road 68. The St. Lucie County international airport and the Port of Fort Pierce are
other transportation hubs.

St. Lucie

Source: Florida Education and Community Data Profiles

Despite the recession, St. Lucie County continues to grow faster than the state average. Located in the
middle of one of Florida’s largest business centers, the county is striving to achieve business growth,
with an educated workforce, established infrastructure and a pro-business government.

During the past several years, St. Lucie County has been able to attract the Vaccine and Gene Therapy
Institute, Torrey Pines Institute for Molecular Studies, and the Mann Research Center which is designed
in conjunction with the Martin Health System Tradition Medical Center. These organizations, in addition
to Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute and the Smithsonian Marine Center, are the basis of an
emerging Biotech cluster in Florida which stretches from Jupiter to Orlando.

In addition, large employers including Tropicana, Liberty Medical, PGA of America, Walmart Distribution,
and QVC have expanded or retained their operations in St. Lucie County.

St. Lucie County is also home to the Indian River State College (IRSC) Main Campus in Fort Pierce and the
St. Lucie West Campus, providing opportunities for four-year degrees. The St. Lucie West Campus also
houses the Schreiber Conference Center for business and community use. The Kight Center for Emerging
Technologies features training in the latest technologies, such as manufacturing robotics and internet
security. The IRSC Main Campus is also a site for a regional branch of the Florida State University (FSU)
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College of Medicine. Further, the University of Florida operates the Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences/U.S. Department of Agriculture in St. Lucie County.

Indian River State College is the gateway to higher education for thousands of St. Lucie County residents,
with over 15,000 County residents engaged in learning opportunities at IRSC last year. IRSC combines
quality education with accessibility and affordability, making college possible for many who would not
otherwise be able to earn a college degree or obtain job-related training. The College was named the
10" Top Southern public regional college by US News & World Report for 2013 with an emphasis on
helping each student succeed. Students attending IRSC also benefit from reasonable tuition. The
College is ranked as the 5" Most Affordable College in the country by the US Department of Education
and is proactive in helping students obtain financial aid.

The introduction of affordable Bachelor’s Degree programs in 2008 opened the door to a four-year
education to many in the community. IRSC now offers 20 Bachelor’s Degree programs in critical
workforce areas such as nursing, education, criminal justice, business administration and human
services. Overall, IRSC offers over 150 programs directly tied to business needs to create a skilled
workforce. The graduating classes have grown annually for the past 11 years, with 3,008 earning an
Associate or Bachelor’s Degree in 2011/2012 and an additional 1, 126 achieving a Technical Certificate.

The College also provides a wide range of services to foster business success, including free counseling,
professional development and online workshops, and an Innovation Incubator with office and meeting
space. IRSC capital investment in world class facilities has helped position the County as business
friendly. The $40 million Public Safety Training Complex has gained an international reputation for
emergency management training. The $20 million Brown Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship
combines training in cutting-edge technology and alternative energy with business support services.
The newest facility, opening in January 2013, is the Thomas Science Technology Engineering and Math
Center at the St. Lucie West Campus, to serve as a pipeline helping to attract more research institutes to
the community.

In addition, the adult education programs at Indian River State College prepare residents for their high
school diploma and offer transition services to help each student successfully follow a career pathway to
a college credential and the knowledge and skill sets needed for productive citizenship. This
comprehensive program serves a multi-cultural population at four locations in St. Lucie County and
online. Programs include GED Preparation, Adult High School and English as a Second Language (ESL).
Students of all ages enhance their skills at the Tomeu Center at the Main Campus in Fort Pierce and at
the St. Lucie West Campus. The Blackburn Educational Center, a neighborhood center in the
predominately minority Northwest community in Fort Pierce, and the Prima Vista Site in Port St. Lucie
focus on English as a Second Language instruction.

The College itself is also one of the County’s major employers with 1,124 employees working at IRSC
campuses and centers in St. Lucie County. In addition, IRSC exemplifies a 50-year tradition of serving the
community through employee volunteerism and encouragement of community service by students.
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St. Lucie County also operates the Havert L. Fenn Center which is a new 63,000 square foot venue
conveniently located off I-95 with meeting rooms and a 22,000 square-foot gymnasium.

St. Lucie County is now a certified "Green County," joining the ranks of only five other Florida counties to
receive this prestigious recognition from the Florida Green Building Coalition (FGBC).

St. Lucie County has a number of resources that emphasize the natural environment for which the area
is well known, including the Manatee Observation and Education Center in Fort Pierce, the St. Lucie
County Marine Center, which features the Smithsonian Marine Ecosystems Exhibit, the Frederick
Douglass Memorial Park on South Hutchinson Island, and Oxbow nature trails.

In addition to environmental assets, the county is home to the historic Sunrise Theatre in downtown
Fort Pierce, the PGA Golf Club and Village in Port St. Lucie, and numerous golf courses, and is the spring
training home of the New York Mets.

Included in the land area are two major cities, Ft. Pierce to the north and Port St. Lucie to the south. The
barrier island, Hutchinson Island, runs along the Atlantic coast, proving a site for beachfront
communities. Ft. Pierce has a rich history dating back to the 18th century. The city has a large minority
population and older neighborhoods and is more economically disadvantaged than the rest of the
county. Port St. Lucie, by comparison, is very young with a majority of its growth occurring during the
past 20 years. Port St. Lucie has a large middle and upper income population, and a large number of
retired people, in communities of newer housing than Ft. Pierce.

Other large communities include: St. Lucie Village, an old incorporated area on the western shore of the
Indian River north of Ft. Pierce and Hutchinson Island (including North Hutchinson and South

Hutchinson), Tradition, and St. Lucie West.

The western areas of the county are largely agricultural, with grapefruit and orange groves, as well as
operating cattle and horse ranches.

St. Lucie Village,

.Ft. Pierce

.Port St. Lucie

Source: Office of Economic and Demographic Research, Florida Legislature
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In terms of age distribution, St. Lucie County has a larger proportion of residents ages 65 to 84 relative
to the state as a whole and the U.S. population. The age demographics of St. Lucie County, as compared
to the State of Florida and the U.S., are depicted below:

M St. Lucie

Age Demographic Comparison: 2010 Census @ FLORIDA
H United States

total under
20

age 20 to
24

23.3%

25t
age 2> 1o 25.1%

44

age 45 to
64

age 65 to
84

Source: U.S. Census, 2010, Summary File 1 (for Florida and St. Lucie County; U.S. Census Demographic Profile Data for States by Age: April 1,
2010 (for U.S.)

[To aid in interpretation of descriptive data, comparisons are made throughout the needs assessment to
three peer counties, selected for similarity in size, proximity, and population characteristics. Peer
counties include Lake, Manatee, and Marion.]
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St. Lucie County Profile

Land Area

Area.....cccee.. 572 square miles
Source: U.S. Census 2010, County Quick Facts

Population (2010)

Total Population................. 277,789
- up from 192,695 in 2000
Persons per square mile........ 485.7

Source: U.S. Census 2010, County Quick Facts

Racial/Ethnic Mix (2010)

White (one race).....cccccevveeeunnene. 199,336 (71.8%)
- down from 79% in 2000

Black (one race).....cccceeeeuveeeennnnen. 53,036 (19.1%)
- up from15% in 2000

Hispanic or Latino .......ccccceeeveeneee. 45,995 (16.6%)

- up from 8% in 2000
Source: U.S. Census 2010

Income (2010)
Adjusted Gross Income..................... $42,602
- down from 543,201 in 2007
Average Annual Wage.........ccccuvvenne. $29,607
- up from 527,870 in 2007

Source: Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse, Syracuse
University
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Largest Communities

Ft. Pierce (city), 2010 population............. 41,590
- up from 38,569 in 2005
Port St. Lucie (city) 2010 population...... 164,603

- up from 129,135 in 2005
Source: U.S. Census 2010, County Quick Facts

Population By Age (2010)

Under S5...eeveeceeieieeiee s 16,418 (5.9%)
- 6% in 2000

under 19.....ccooevvevieveenieeiene 68,795 (24.8%)
Age 20t0 44.....ueeeeeere, 79,407 (31,6%)
Age 4510 64.......cuvvevevviiiiinnen 74,209 (26.8%)
- 23%in 2000

65 and OVer.....cccceeevvveerennnn. 55,378 (19.9%)
85 and ovVer......cccceeevveeeennnen. 6,599 (2.4%)

- 2% in 2000

Median Age.......cccovvvvveeeeeennnn, 42.4

Source: U.S. Census 2010

Education

High school graduates, age 25+, 2006-2010... 83.4%

Bachelor's or higher, age 25+, 2006-2010..... 17.8%
Source: U.S. Census 2010, County Quick Facts

Top Employment Sectors

Health Care and Social Assistance....9,965 employees
Retail Trade.....cccecvevevcveeeeiiee e 9,347 employees
Education Services........ccceeeevvveeene 6,782 employees

Accommodation & Food Services....6,016 employees
Source: Labor Market Statistics, Quarterly Census of
Employment and Wages Program (2012)
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Population Trends

Population Projections

In 2011, St. Lucie County was Florida's 20" most populous county, with 1.5 percent of Florida's
population. The 2010 Census presents a population estimate of 277,789.

St. Lucie County had a population increase of 28.3 percent from 1990-2000, only slightly ahead of the
statewide growth of 23.5 percent. The county’s growth saw a sharp increase from 2000 to 2010 with a
population estimate increase of 44.2 percent compared to the state increase of 17.6 percent.

Rapid growth will continue, with the county forecasted to have 431,147 residents by 2030, remaining in
the top third of the most populous counties in the state.

Population Trend and Projections for St. Lucie County
1990 - 2030

500,000 -
450,000 -
400,000 - 350,246
350,000 - 309,141
300,000 - 272,698 274,247

250,000 -

431,147
391,146

192,57
200,000 1 150.069

150,000 -
100,000 -
50,000 -

1990 2000 2009 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

Source: Shimberg Center, Florida Housing Data Clearinghouse

St. Lucie County is smaller in population than each of the peer counties of Lake, Manatee, and Marion.
However, the growth rate exceeds the peer counties.

Since 2000, St. Lucie saw a growth rate of 44.2 percent, exceeding each of the peer counties, especially
Manatee and Marion. St. Lucie, Lake, and Marion all moved up in population rank among Florida
counties. Anticipated growth levels are expected to change the relative rankings in population. By 2030,
Marion is expected to have the largest population among the four, with Lake County surpassing
Manatee in population. St. Lucie County is estimated to exceed Manatee in population to rank third in
size among this group of counties.
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The following chart provides detail of the changes in total population in St. Lucie County relative to the
peer counties.

Population and Population Change for St. Lucie County and Peer Counties

St. Lucie 192,695 277,789 22 20 85,094 44.2% 431,303 19
Lake 210,527 297,052 21 19 86,525 41.1% 451,601 18
Manatee 264,002 322,833 16 16 58,831 22.3% 418,504 20
Marion 258,916 331,298 17 15 72,382 28.0% 469,294 16

Source: Office of Economic and Demographic Research using Census 2010; Shimberg Center, Florida Housing Data Clearinghouse projections
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Populations of Communities within St. Lucie County
The major communities in St. Lucie County are (in descending order by size):
=  Port St. Lucie
=  Ft. Pierce
= St. Lucie Village
Based on the 2010 Census, Port St. Lucie is the largest community in the county, with over two times the
population of Ft. Pierce, the next largest community. These two communities account for 74 percent of

the county’s population.

Population and Population Change for St. Lucie County and Cities

. Total Population Change, 2000-2010
County/City
April 1,2000 | April 1,2010 Number Percent
St. Lucie County 192,695 277,789 85,094 44.2%
Fort Pierce 37,516 41,590 4,074 10.9%
Port St. Lucie 88,769 164,603 75,834 85.4%
St. Lucie Village 604 590 -14 -2.3%

Source: Office of Economic and Demographic Research, Redistricting File, Table 1

The towns of Fort Pierce, Port St. Lucie, St. Lucie West, and Hutchinson Island each have all of their zip
codes located within St. Lucie County. The populations delineated by these zip codes vary in size,
demographic composition, and socioeconomic composition. The towns by zip codes are listed in the
table below.

Communities Within St. Lucie County By Zip Code

City/Town Zip Code
Fort Pierce 34945
Fort Pierce 34946
Fort Pierce 34947
Fort Pierce 34949
Fort Pierce 34950
Fort Pierce 34981
Fort Pierce 34982
Fort Pierce North 34946
Fort Pierce North 34947
Fort Pierce North 34950
Fort Pierce South 34947
Fort Pierce South 34981
Fort Pierce South 34982
Hutchinson Island South 34957
Indian River Estates 34952
Indian River Estates 34982
Lakewood Park 34946
Lakewood Park 34951
Port St. Lucie 34952
Port St. Lucie 34953
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Communities Within St. Lucie County By Zip Code

City/Town Zip Code
Port St. Lucie 34957
Port St. Lucie 34981
Port St. Lucie 34982
Port St. Lucie 34983
Port St. Lucie 34984
Port St. Lucie 34986
Port St. Lucie 34987
Port St. Lucie 34990
Port St. Lucie 34994
Port St. Lucie-River Park 34952
Port St. Lucie-River Park 34983
St. Lucie Village 34946
White City 34952
White City 34981
White City 34982
White City 34983

Source: CCCarto, http://www.cccarto.com/fl/st_lucie_zipcodes/ (Census 2009 Tiger data)
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ZIPCode Areas and Communities in St. Lucie County

34981 Eat S i

Source: http://www.cccarto.com/fl/st_lucie_zipcodes
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Overall, the county has proportionately fewer minorities than statewide, with 38.8 percent non-White,
non-Hispanic individuals (compared with a statewide proportion of 42.1 percent). The proportion of
minorities has increased significantly from the 2000 Census, which reported 19.1 percent non-White,
non-Hispanic. Minorities are concentrated in Ft. Pierce where 64.8 percent of the non-Hispanic
population is non-White (up from 30 percent in 2000), including Ft. Pierce North at 82.5 percent.

Population by Race/Ethnicity in Florida, St. Lucie County and Cities

American Native
Black or African Indian and Hawaiian and
American| Alaska Native Other Pacific Some other| Two or more
Total White alone, alone, Not alone, Not Asian alone, | Islander alone,| race alone, Not races, Not Hispanic or
State / County / Place Population Not Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic Not Hi: Not His, Hispanic Hisp: Latino
St. Lucie County 277,789 170,032 51,373 664 4,226 127 845 4,527 45,995
Fort Pierce 41,590 14,639 16,787 107 337 20 83 613 9,004
Fort Pierce North CDP 6,474 1,135 4,504 19 6 4 4 82 720
Fort Pierce South CDP 5,062 2,534 790 8 40 6 5 94 1,585
Hutchinson Island South CDP 5,201 5,026 6 3 31 0 0 20 115
Indian River Estates CDP 6,220 5,506 186 25 41 4 2 65 391
Lakewood Park CDP 11,323 9,075 1,106 28 172 2 26 173 741
Port St. Lucie 164,603 101,329 25,612 371 3,194 86 680 3,081 30,250
River Park CDP 5,222 3,935 384 9 51 3 5 98 737
St. Lucie Village 590 543 11 0 3 0 0 6 27
White City CDP 3,719 3,122 125 12 46 1 5 37 371
Florida 18,801,310 10,884,722 2,851,100 47,265 445,216 9,725 48,462 291,014 4,223,806
Percent of Total Population
St. Lucie County 61.2% 18.5% 0.2% 1.5% 0.0% 0.3% 1.6% 16.6%
Fort Pierce 35.2% 40.4% 0.3% 0.8% 0.0% 0.2% 1.5% 21.6%
Fort Pierce North CDP 17.5% 69.6% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 1.3% 11.1%
Fort Pierce South CDP 50.1% 15.6% 0.2% 0.8% 0.1% 0.1% 1.9% 31.3%
Hutchinson Island South CDP 96.6% 0.1% 0.1% 0.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4% 2.2%
Indian River Estates CDP 88.5% 3.0% 0.4% 0.7% 0.1% 0.0% 1.0% 6.3%
Lakewood Park CDP 80.1% 9.8% 0.2% 1.5% 0.0% 0.2% 1.5% 6.5%
Port St. Lucie 61.6% 15.6% 0.2% 1.9% 0.1% 0.4% 1.9% 18.4%
River Park CDP 75.4% 7.4% 0.2% 1.0% 0.1% 0.1% 1.9% 14.1%
St. Lucie Village 92.0% 1.9% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 4.6%
White City CDP 83.9% 3.4% 0.3% 1.2% 0.0% 0.1% 1.0% 10.0%
Florida 57.9% 15.2% 0.3% 2.4% 0.1% 0.3% 1.5% 22.5%

Source: Office of Economic and Demographic Research, Redistricting File, Table 3c
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In terms of age categories, senior citizens aged 65+ are dispersed, representing 17.5 percent of the St.
Lucie Village population and 15.2 percent and 15.8 percent of Ft. Pierce and Port St. Lucie, respectively.
Ft. Pierce and Port St. Lucie contain the largest proportions of young people (age 19 and younger), with
this age group representing 29.1 percent and 26.9 percent of the population, respectively.

Population by Age Group in Florida, St. Lucie County and Cities
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St. Lucie
Age Groups Florida County Fort Pierce Port St. Lucie | St. Lucie Village
Total, All Ages 18,801,310 277,789 41,590 164,603 590
COUNT (Male and Female)
Under 5 years 1,073,506 16,418 3,426 10,180 18
5 to 9 years 1,080,255 16,964 2,932 10,992 28
10 to 14 years 1,130,847 17,757 2,699 11,998 23
15 to 19 years 1,228,382 17,656 3,026 11,164 43
20 to 24 years 1,228,758 14,680 3,050 8,331 34
25 to 29 years 1,179,227 14,812 2,813 8,925 16
30 to 34 years 1,110,318 15,298 2,501 9,918 26
35 to 39 years 1,178,467 16,749 2,351 11,208 19
40 to 44 years 1,252,787 17,868 2,416 11,950 28
45 to 49 years 1,401,202 19,885 2,694 12,647 58
50 to 54 years 1,340,291 19,380 2,799 11,759 83
55 to 59 years 1,202,418 17,371 2,408 9,966 60
60 to 64 years 1,135,250 17,573 2,138 9,551 51
65 to 69 years 959,233 15,865 1,762 8,025 22
70 to 74 years 768,707 13,530 1,467 6,411 27
75 to 79 years 615,514 11,135 1,214 4,994 29
80 to 84 years 482,023 8,249 954 3,556 17
85 years and over 434,125 6,599 940 3,028 8
PERCENT
Under 5 years 5.7% 5.9% 8.2% 6.2% 3.1%
5to 9 years 5.7% 6.1% 7.0% 6.7% 4.7%
10 to 14 years 6.0% 6.4% 6.5% 7.3% 3.9%
15 to 19 years 6.5% 6.4% 7.3% 6.8% 7.3%
20 to 24 years 6.5% 5.3% 7.3% 5.1% 5.8%
25 to 29 years 6.3% 5.3% 6.8% 5.4% 2.7%
30 to 34 years 5.9% 5.5% 6.0% 6.0% 4.4%
35to 39 years 6.3% 6.0% 5.7% 6.8% 3.2%
40 to 44 years 6.7% 6.4% 5.8% 7.3% 4.7%
45 to 49 years 7.5% 7.2% 6.5% 7.7% 9.8%
50 to 54 years 7.1% 7.0% 6.7% 7.1% 14.1%
55 to 59 years 6.4% 6.3% 5.8% 6.1% 10.2%
60 to 64 years 6.0% 6.3% 5.1% 5.8% 8.6%
65 to 69 years 5.1% 5.7% 4.2% 4.9% 3.7%
70 to 74 years 4.1% 4.9% 3.5% 3.9% 4.6%
75 to 79 years 3.3% 4.0% 2.9% 3.0% 4.9%
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Population by Age Group in Florida, St. Lucie County and Cities

Total, All Ages 18,801,310 277,789 41,590 164,603 590
COUNT (Male and Female)
80 to 84 years 2.6% 3.0% 2.3% 2.2% 2.9%
85 years and over 2.3% 2.4% 2.3% 1.8% 1.4%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010, Summary 1 File
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Education

The St. Lucie County School District currently operates a total of 41 public schools for Prek-12" grade
students. The district enrolled 39,259 students for the 2010-11 school year in PK to 12t grade and
employed 6,039 full-time staff. Elementary schools serve 18,459 (47%) of the students in
Prekindergarten through 5th grade. High school students (11,918) represent 30 percent of the total
student population and middle school students (9,040) represent 23 percent. The superintendent for
the St. Lucie County School District is appointed. Mr. Michael Lannon, the Superintendent of Schools,

was named the 2007 Florida Superintendent of the Year.

From Fall 2007 to Fall 2011, St. Lucie County student enrollment decreased 2.29 percent ranking 21st
among Florida school districts in size. Over the past five years (Fall 2007 to Fall 2011), enrollment fell

2.29 percent (decreasing by 925 students).

The number of schools by type is shown in the table below.

St. Lucie County Schools by Type: 2011-12

Elementary Schools 20
Middle Schools 4
High Schools 6
K-8 Combination (including 3 charter schools) 11
Total 41

Source: St. Lucie County School District
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The St. Lucie County School District earned a B district grade each year since 2004, with the exception of
C grades in 2005 and 2007. For 2011, out of elementary or K-8 schools, 18 were A schools in 2011, four
were B schools, and four were C schools. Two middle schools were A schools, one was a B school, and
one was a C school. Of the high schools, one was an A school, three were B schools, and two were D
schools. School grades for 2011 are listed by school below.

SLC School Grades 2011

Elementary and K-8 Schools
Bayshore Elementary School
Chester A. Moore Elementary School
Fairlawn Elementary School
Floresta Elementary School
Frances K. Sweet Elementary School
Lakewood Park Elementary School
Lawnwood Elementary School
Mariposa Elementary School
Morningside Elementary School
Parkway Elementary School
Rivers Edge Elementary School
Savanna Ridge Elementary School
Southbend Elementary School
St. Lucie Elementary School
Village Green Environmental Studies School
Weatherbee Elementary School
White City Elementary School
Windmill Point Elementary School
Allapattah Flats K-8
Fort Pierce Magnet K-8 School
Manatee Academy K-8
Northport K-8 School
Oak Hammock K-8 School
Samuel S. Gaines Academy K-8
St. Lucie West K-8 School
West Gate K-8 School

IO >0 ®EI> > > > >W> >0 > 0>

Middle Schools

Dan McCarty Middle School C
Forest Grove Middle School B
Southern Oaks Middle School A
Southport Middle School A
Charter Schools
Nau Charter School C
Renaissance Charter School Of St. Lucie A
High Schools
Lincoln Park Academy A
Fort Pierce Central High School B
Fort Pierce Westwood High School D
Port St. Lucie High School D
St. Lucie West Centennial High B
Treasure Coast High School B

Source: Department of Education, School Grades Report
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The trend in school grades for St. Lucie County schools, as reported by the Florida Department of
Education, are listed by school and school type in the table below.

School | Level | 2010-11 | 2009-10 | 2008-09 | 2007-08 | 2006-07 |
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Bayshore Elementary School Elementary A B A A C
Chester A. Moore Elementary School Elementary C C B B C
Fairlawn Elementary School Elementary A A A A A
Floresta Elementary School Elementary A B B B A
Frances K. Sweet Elementary School Elementary A A A A A
Garden City Elementary School Elementary F F
Lakewood Park Elementary School Elementary C B A A C
Lawnwood Elementary School Elementary A A B A B
Mariposa Elementary School Elementary A A B B A
Morningside Elementary School Elementary A A A B A
Parkway Elementary School Elementary A A A B C
Port St. Lucie Elementary School Elementary A A B
Rivers Edge Elementary School Elementary B A A A A
Savanna Ridge Elementary School Elementary A C A A C
Southbend Elementary A A

St. Lucie Elementary School Elementary A C C C D
Village Green Environmental Studies Elementary A B C B A
Weatherbee Elementary School Elementary B A C B F
White City Elementary School Elementary A B A C C
Windmill Point Elementary School Elementary B A A A A
Combination and Charter Schools

Allapattah Flats K-8 Combination A B A C

Fort Pierce Magnet K-8 School Combination C C B A B
Lincoln Park Academy Combination A A A
Manatee Academy K-8 Combination A B B B C
Nau Charter School Combination C D

Northport K-8 School Combination B B B B C
Oak Hammock K-8 School Combination A B B B B
Renaissance Charter School Of St. Lucie Combination A C

Samuel S. Gaines Academy K-8 Combination C C C D

St. Lucie West K-8 School Combination A A A A A
The Charter School Of Fort Pierce Combination F

West Gate K-8 School Combination A A A A B
Middle Schools

Dan Mccarty School Middle C C C C D
Forest Grove Middle School Middle B B B B C
Southern Oaks Middle School Middle A A A A C
Southport Middle School Middle A A B B C
High Schools

Lincoln Park Academy High A A A A A
Fort Pierce Central High School High B C D C D
Fort Pierce Westwood High School High D D D D D
Port St. Lucie High School High D C D C C
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School Level 2010-11 2009-10 2008-09 2007-08 2006-07
St. Lucie West Centennial High High B C C C
Treasure Coast High School High B B C C

Source: Department of Education, School Grades Report

Out of 2,439 teachers in St. Lucie County in 2010-11, 70.3 percent held a Bachelor’s degree, while 29.7
percent held advanced degrees. Teachers in St. Lucie County are typically very experienced with an
average of 11 years of experience overall. In 2010-11, teachers made an average of $42,413 per year,
ranging from an average of $39,756 for Bachelor’s-level teachers to an average of $52,669 for those
with a specialist degree.

Over half (60.53 percent) of the students in the district (23,764 of 39,260) were eligible for free or
reduced meals in 2010-11. Nearly one-fifth (4,649, 12 percent) are classified as exceptional education
students (including 972, 2.5% classified as gifted). For 7 percent (2,821) of the students, their primary
language is other than English. The district reports a graduation rate for 2009-10 of 79.1 percent and a
dropout rate for 2009-10 of 2.22 percent.

Educational attainment levels vary somewhat across the communities in St. Lucie County, as reported in
the 2000 Census. In Ft. Pierce, 30 percent of the population aged 25 years and older has not attained a
high school diploma or equivalent level of education, compared to 22 percent for the county as a whole.
In contrast, 34 percent of the individuals residing in the more affluent community of Hutchinson Island
have attained some type of college degree (associate degree or higher), compared to 22 percent for the
county as a whole.

Population (Aged 25+) By Educational Attainment

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT (highest St. Lucie Hutchinson Port St. | West St.
level) County | Ft. Pierce Island Lucie Lucie
COUNT
Total Population Age 25+ 136,448 64,554 7,796 59,944 4,154
Less than 5th grade 2,771 2,259 39 432 41
5th to 8th grade 6,419 4,604 149 1,529 137
9th to 12th grade, no diploma 21,273 12,313 757 7,589 614
High school graduate (incl. equivalency) 44,627 20,362 2,468 20,272 1,525
Some college credit, less than 1 year 12,114 5,232 653 5,851 378
1 or more years of college, no degree 19,102 7,921 1,085 9,511 585
Associate degree 9,580 3,835 503 4,976 266
Bachelor's degree 13,432 5,288 1,227 6,522 395
Master's degree 4,555 1,800 535 2,094 126
Professional degree 1,917 661 314 884 58
Doctorate degree 658 279 66 284 29
PERCENT

Total Population Age 25+ 100% 47.3% 5.7% 43.9% 3.0%

Less than 5th grade 2 35 0.5 0.7 1
5th to 8th grade 4.7 7.1 1.9 2.6 3.3
9th to 12th grade, no diploma 15.6 19.1 9.7 12.7 14.8
High school graduate (incl. equivalency) 32.7 315 31.7 33.8 36.7
Some college credit, less than 1 year 8.9 8.1 8.4 9.8 9.1
1 or more years of college, no degree 14 12.3 13.9 15.9 14.1
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Population (Aged 25+) By Educational Attainment

Associate degree 7 5.9 6.5 8.3 6.4
Bachelor's degree 9.8 8.2 15.7 10.9 9.5
Master's degree 33 2.8 6.9 3.5 3
Professional degree 1.4 1 4 1.5 14
Doctorate degree 0.5 0.4 0.8 0.5 0.7
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, Summary File 3
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Employment

The Florida Labor Market Statistics, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages Program reports that,
for 2011, St. Lucie County had 108,178 workers employed and 16,151 workers unemployed for an
unemployment rate of 13 percent. The rate has increased each year since 2006. Previously, the
unemployment rate in the county had dropped from 7.2 percent in 2002 to 4.1 percent in 2005.

Data from the Florida Research and Economic Information Database, Labor Market Services report
showed there were 2,233 job openings advertised online in St. Lucie County on March 6, 2012.

Employers

In terms of industry classifications, the health care and social assistance sector and the retail trade
sector employs the most people in St. Lucie County, accounting for 31 percent of total employment.
Educational Services and Accommodation and Food Services account for 10 percent each. The chart
below shows each of the major industry classifications by total employment for St. Lucie County.

Employment by Industry

M Construction

M Retail Trade

B Educational Services

M Health Care and Social
Assistance

B Accommodation and
Food Services

B Public Administration

u All other industries

Source: Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, March 2012
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The table below shows the distribution of industries in St. Lucie County for the 2nd quarter, 2012.

| Rank | Industry Sector | Establishments I Employees
1 Health Care and Social Assistance 604 9,965
2 Retail Trade 766 9,347
3 Education Services 57 6,782
4 Accommodation and Food Services 379 6,016
5 Public Administration 84 4,960
6 Admin., Support, Waste Mgmt, Remediation 445 3,538
7 Wholesale Trade 279 3,460
8 Construction 780 3,337
9 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting 97 3,095
10 Professional, Scientific & Technical Svc 581 2,288

Source: Labor Market Statistics, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages Program

St. Lucie County job seekers, including welfare reform program clients, can get assistance to improve
their employment situation from the Workforce Development Board. Through contractual partnership,
Workforce Solutions operates the regional One-Stop Center for Region 20 (Indian River, Martin,
Okeechobee, St. Lucie), with administrative offices in Port St. Lucie. Full service career centers are
located in Port St. Lucie and Okeechobee. Workforce services are also delivered through mobile units
and community based centers throughout the region.
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The Economic Development Council compiles and reports data relating to employment conditions in the
region. The major employers in St. Lucie County, as reported by the council, are shown in the table

below.

D
Sr g_/ GROUP INC

Major Employers in St. Lucie County, 2012
Employer Employees
1. St. Lucie County School District 4,000 *
2.  Walmart/Walmart Distribution Center 2,105
3. St. Lucie County 1,950
4. Liberty Medical Supply 1,670
5. State Government 1,468
6. City of Port St. Lucie 1,311
7. QVC 1,200
8. Publix Super Markets 1,154
9. Lawnwood Regional Medical Center 1,140
10. Indian River State College 1,113
11. FPL 1,038
12. St. Lucie Medical Center 800
13. Federal Government 703
14. Aegis Communications Group 630
15. Winn-Dixie 450
16. The Home Depot 431
17. City of Fort Pierce 428
18. Riverside National Bank 420
19. Bernard Egan and Company 400
20. Walgreens 384
21. Tropicana Products 375
22. Drawdy Brothers Construction 341
23. New Horizons of the Treasure Coast 380
24. Fort Pierce Utilities 300
25. PGA of America 265

Source: Economic Development Council of St. Lucie County

* Under-estimate, given 6,039 employees reported by school district.
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Employment Projections

The Florida Department of Economic Opportunity compiles data relating to employment projections
from 2011 to 2019 for Region 20 which includes St. Lucie County, as well as Martin, Okeechobee, and
Indian River counties. The projections are:

=  QOccupational Employment Projections indicate annual employment growth rates
averaging about 2.16 percent in Region 20 between 2011 and 2019. During this
period, a total of 33,755 jobs are expected to be added to the local labor markets.
{Note: Because most industries experienced job declines in the economic downturn
that began in 2007, some of the job growth projected in this forecast includes the
recapturing of jobs lost since that time.}

= |ndustries expected to show the strongest growth (5 percent + annual growth rate)
include Construction (5.21 percent), Professional and Business Services-
Management of Companies and Enterprises (5.4 percent), and Information-ISPs,
Web Search Portals and Data Processing (5.97 percent).
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Income

In 2010, St. Lucie County ranked in the 33" percentile nationally on average adjusted gross income
(542,602), and in the 37" percentile for average wages (529,607). In contrast, the county ranked in the
19" percentile on average dividends ($900) and the 21 percentile on average interest ($1,719). This
indicates an income distinction in the county between those who depend on wages for their income and
those whose income includes earnings on investments. Adjusted gross income (AGl) is total gross
income (from all sources minus deductions for allowable business expenses, retirement contributions,
medical expenses, and other allowable itemized deductions.) (Note: Percentile rank of 1 indicates top 1

percent, while rank of 100 indicates bottom 1 percent.) (Source: Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse, Syracuse
University)

The county’s per capita income in 2010 was $29,670, below the state average of $38,210. Per capita
income is a measure of average income for an area. Per capita income is based on annualized total
personal income divided by resident population. Incorporated into per capita income are earned income
(wages and salaries), as well as dividends and interest income.*

For 2010, the average annual wage for St. Lucie County was $34,059, compared to $41,574 statewide.
The average annual wage for St. Lucie County for the 2nd quarter 2011 was $35,724, lower than the
state average of $41,704. (Source: Labor Market Statistics, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages Program)

According to the most recent information (March 2012) provided by the Florida Department of
Economic Opportunity, workers (all occupations) in the Port St. Lucie-Fort Pierce area can expect to earn
a median wage of $29,784 or $14.32 per hour. The median wage is the 50™ percentile wage estimate
(i.e., 50 percent of workers earn less than the median and 50 percent of workers earn more.)

In the Port St. Lucie-Fort Pierce area, half of the people earn between $20,922 ($10.06 per hour) and
$46,440 ($22.33 per hour). An entry level worker can expect to earn $18,960 ($9.11 per hour), while an
experienced worker can expect to earn $48,327 ($23.24 per hour).” The median salary is $1,552 less
than the statewide average of $31,335 ($15.06 per hour).

More information on income is reported in the family life chapter.

In terms of household income, 38 percent of the households in the county had an income that is 120
percent or more of the median county income in 2010. Households with less than 80 percent of median
income are traditionally classified as low income. Using this standard, 39 percent of St. Lucie County
households are low income. Low income status varies within communities in the county:

! The U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis calculates Per Capita Personal Income as: Quarterly Total
Personal Income averaged over the local government fiscal year, divided by official estimates of April 1 Resident Population.
Median Household Income is calculated by the U.S. Census Bureau using data from the American Community Survey. The
number is the value at which half the households (person or group of persons living in the same residence) have incomes above
the estimate and half have incomes below the estimate.

2 These estimates are based on 1,524 mail surveys of establishments in the area taken between November 2007 and December
2010 and have a relative standard error of 1.39%. The relative standard error (RSE) is a measure of the reliability of a survey
statistic. The smaller the relative standard error, the more precise the estimate.
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e Ft. Pierce has the highest percentage of low income households at 50 percent.

e The unincorporated areas of the county are next highest, with 43 percent of households being
low income.

e For St. Lucie Village, low income households account for 40 percent of households.

Port St. Lucie has the lowest percentage at 34 percent low income households.

The following table shows the number of households classified by household income as a percent of
area median income.

Households By Percent of Area Median Income (AMI), 2010
Household Household Count
Income St. Lucie Ft Pierce Port St. Lucie St.. Lucie .St. Lucie-
County Village Unincorporated

0-30% AMI 9,769 2,627 3,601 32 3,509
30.1-50% AMI 11,983 2,478 5,173 36 4,296
50.1-80% AMI 21,487 3,304 12,086 51 6,046
80.01-120% AMI 25,416 3,350 15,286 64 6,716
120+% AMI 42,057 5,085 25106 116 11,750

Source: Shimberg Center for Affordable Housing, Florida Housing Data Clearinghouse

Approximately 48,578 St. Lucie County residents live below the poverty threshold. The overall poverty
rate, as measured in the 2010 Census, was 17.6 percent (compared to 13.4 percent in 2000), higher than

the state rate of 16.5 percent. Over one-fourth (27.2%) of children under the age of 18, totaling 16,668,
live in poverty.

Poverty Rate by Location

Percentage Whose Income In The Past 12 Months Is Below The Poverty Level
AII families AII families Age 65
All beople | All families with related with related Under cars and
peop children under | children under | age 18 y
over
18 years 5 years
Fort Pierce 18.3 14.2 22.6 22.2 27.9 10.3
Hutchinson Island 11.2 7.5 35.3 54.5 34.7 7.9
Port St. Lucie 10.8 7.9 13.3 6.1 16.9 6.7
West St. Lucie 7.2 2.7 7.1 0 3.6 3.2
More information on poverty is presented in the family life chapter.
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Housing

The homeownership rate for St. Lucie County was reported at 78.3 percent for 2009, compared to 70.5
percent statewide. Total homeownership in 2009 was estimated at 110,077, out of a 2009 population of
272,865. The section on family life discusses home ownership in more detail.

In 2011, there were an estimated 94,176 single family homes, 14,737 condominium units, 1,500 multi-
family units, and 4,298 mobile homes in St. Lucie County. The Shimberg Center for Affordable Housing,
Florida Housing Data Clearinghouse reports the following data regarding home sales and rent:

®  Median sale price for 2011 in St. Lucie County for a single family home was $104,000 and for a
condominium was $115,000, which is similar to levels in 2001-2002. This compares to $234,000
and $212,000 respectively in 2005.

®  The median rent paid by St. Lucie County households in 2006-2010, as reported by the American
Community Survey, was $1,014 per month, higher than all but eight Florida counties.

®  |n St. Lucie County and the surrounding metro area, the HUD Fair Market Rent in 2012,
representing rent for a typical modest apartment, was $737 for a studio apartment, $739 for a
one bedroom, $936 for a two bedroom, $1,237 for a three bedroom, and $1,275 for a four
bedroom unit.

As elsewhere in south Florida and throughout the state, the sales price of single family homes and
condominiums has fallen sharply in the last 4-5 years. The chart below shows the change in prices from
1996 to 2011.

Trend in Sales Price
St. Lucie County 1996 - 2011

$275,000 - y
$225,000 -
$175,000 -
$125,000 -
$75,000 -
525,000 T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 1

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

== Condominiums  ==#==Single Family Homes

Source: Shimberg Center for Affordable Housing, Florida Housing Data Clearinghouse

Housing is discussed in more detail in the family life chapter.
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Affordable Housing Concerns

Cost burdened households pay more than 30 percent of gross income for rent or mortgage costs. In
2009, 29,948 St. Lucie County households (27 percent) paid more than 30 percent of their income for
housing. Included in this figure are 12,229 households that paid more than 50 percent of their income
for housing. These households are referred to as severely cost burdened.

Those earning the least pay the highest percentage of income on housing. There are nearly 6,000 (5,835)
households in St. Lucie County earning less than 30 percent of the median income who pay over half of
their income for housing. The following table shows the number and percent of households that are cost
burdened (paying 30-50 percent of income for housing) and severely cost burdened (paying 50 percent
or greater of income for housing) as a percentage of median income for the area.

Households by Income and Cost Burden, St. Lucie, 2009
Household Income as Percentage of Amount of Income Paid for Housing
Area Median Income 0-30% 30-50% 50% or more

Number of Households

<=30% AMI 2,726 1,197 5,835
30.01-50% AMI 3,516 4,374 4,044
50.01-80% AMI 12,588 7,021 1,740
80.01+% AMI 61,299 5,127 610
Total 80,129 17,719 12,229

Source: Shimberg Center for Affordable Housing, Florida Housing Data Clearinghouse

Size of Households and Cost Burden

As reported by the Florida Housing Data Clearinghouse, the size of households and degree of cost
burden in St. Lucie County in 2009 was as follows:

® 70,303 households in St. Lucie County (64 percent) are made up of 1-2 persons in 2009. 28% of
these households pay more than 30% of income for rent or mortgage costs.

® 29,508 households in St. Lucie County (27 percent) are made up of 3-4 persons in 2009. 26% of
these households pay more than 30% of income for rent or mortgage costs.

® 9,935 households in St. Lucie County (9 percent) are made up of 5 persons or more in 2009. 24%
of these households pay more than 30 percent of income for rent or mortgage costs.

Owners/Renters and Cost Burden

In 2009, 24 percent of owners and 38 percent of renters are cost burdened, i.e., they pay more than 30
percent of their income for housing. Among renters, 18 percent are severely cost burdened.

Disability and Cost Burden

In 2000 (most recent data), 10,519 low income households included at least one person with a disability
age 15 or older. These households had incomes below 60% of the area median income. Sixty-seven
percent of these households pay more than 30% of income for rent or mortgage costs.
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Elderly Households

In 2009, there were more households headed by persons age 65 or older in St. Lucie County (34.4%)
compared to statewide (27.8 percent). Of the total 37,908 elderly households, 35,053 (92.5 percent)
own their own homes. Twenty-six percent (9,713 elderly households) pay more than 30 percent of their
income for rent or mortgage.

Substandard Housing

Housing units are considered to be substandard if they are overcrowded, do not have heat, or lack
complete kitchens or plumbing. In St. Lucie County in 2000 (most recent data):

®m 3,485 housing units (4.5 percent of all units) were overcrowded, meaning that they housed
more than one person per room, compared to a statewide percentage of 6.5 percent.

® 862 units (1.1 percent) did not use home heating fuel, compared to a statewide percentage of
1.8 percent.

®m 214 units (0.2 percent) lacked complete kitchen facilities, compared to a statewide percentage
of 0.5 percent.

®m 382 units (0.4 percent) lacked complete plumbing facilities, compared to a statewide percentage
of 0.4 percent.

Projected Increase in Cost Burdened Households

By 2030, there will be a projected 13,000 severely cost burdened households in St. Lucie County,
assuming a growth of 7,333 owner and renter households between 2009 and 2030. The following tables
show the projected growth in the number of severely cost burdened households in St. Lucie County
from 2009 through 2030.

Growth in Severely Cost Burdened Households 2009-2030 for St. Lucie County

Number of severely cost burdened (50%+) households with income less than 80% AMI by tenure

Tenure 2009 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030
Owner 7,435 7,485 8,577 9,970 11,506 13,065
Renter 4,184 4,188 4,567 5,009 5,450 5,887

Growth in severely cost burdened (50%+) households with income less than 80% AMI by tenure

Tenure 2009-2010 2010-2015 2015-2020 2020-2025 2025-2030 Total
Owner 50 1,092 1,393 1,536 1,559 5,630
Renter 4 379 442 441 437 1,703

Source: Shimberg Center for Affordable Housing, Florida Housing Data Clearinghouse
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COMMUNITY RESPONSE TO ENVIRONMENTAL SCAN

Jobs and Training
Attracting better jobs and retaining talent are issues for St. Lucie County.

In the focus groups, both community leaders and service providers suggested that St. Lucie County
needs to attract more companies which have higher wage jobs.

“We have to figure out how to draw more top paying jobs here. We’ve got the lower
paying jobs.”

“Young people are going away to college and not coming back.”
“People who couldn’t find a job here found it outside our county.”

Further, they indicated that there are not jobs in St. Lucie County for the careers in which young people
are being trained.

“We are preparing children for a variety of high skilled pathways to enter jobs that
aren’t here.”

“We need to get out of the firefighting training business and start training air
conditioning techs.”

“We need to assess what the community needs as far as jobs and then train for those

jobs.”

Spread of Poverty
It appears that people who need services are no longer confined only to the Ft. Pierce area.

Community leaders and service providers in the focus groups suggested that the low income families are
now spread throughout St. Lucie County and are no longer just in the Ft. Pierce area. This means more
services will need to be provided in other areas such as Port St. Lucie.

“Years ago, services for low income people were geared toward Ft. Pierce or the
northern part of the county. That is where a lot of the services were. Now, we see a
tremendous shift of need to the southern part of the county.”

“There has always been extreme poverty in the northwest section of Ft. Pierce. The
recession has had a major impact on Port St. Lucie, like in zip code 34953. The newly
poor are more dispersed and less visible.”
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STRATEGIC DIRECTION FOR FAMILY LIFE

The family life chapter includes the following:

Overview

Economic Status of Families (including Hunger)
Family Stability

Child Care

Public Transportation

Analysis

The indicator data suggest that roughly one in five households in St. Lucie County are living in poverty
due to low wages or unemployment. This in turn, impacts family’s ability to obtain the food they need
and almost three in ten children in St. Lucie County are food insecure. Further, over one-quarter of the
children in St. Lucie County are living in poverty. Several studies have demonstrated that food insecurity
impacts cognitive development among young children and is linked to poorer school performance in
older children. Other data show the health consequences of food insecurity among children, including
increased illness and higher health costs.

Economic Status of Families

B Per capita income — In St. Lucie County, per capita income (total personal income divided by the
number of residents) was $29,670 in 2010 which is below the state and peer county levels.

®  Median household income — For St. Lucie County, median household income (total income for a
household where half of the households in the county are above and half are below) is $39,378
in 2010 which is below the state average and two of the three peer counties.

®  Adjusted gross income — In St. Lucie County, adjusted gross income (income from all sources less
allowable deductions) was $42,602 in 2010 which is below the state level and below two of the
peer counties.

= Unemployment — The unemployment rate for St. Lucie County was 12.6 percent in July 2012
which is above the state rate and the rate for all three peer counties.

®m  Poverty rate — The poverty rate of 17.6 percent for all residents in St. Lucie County for 2010
exceeds the state rate and the rate for two of the three peer counties.

®  Children in poverty — The poverty rate for children under the age of 18 is 27.2 percent and is
higher than the state rate and two of the three peer counties. The rates for St. Lucie County and
all three peer counties have had statistically significant increases in children’s poverty rates
since 2007.
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Food insecure — Almost one in five (19.6 percent) households in St. Lucie County are “food
insecure.” That is, they are uncertain of having enough food to meet the needs of household
members. This is higher than the state rate and the rate for one of the three peer counties.

Family Stability

Female-headed households — In 2010, 12.9 percent of households in St. Lucie County were
female-headed (no male present) which is higher than all three peer counties, though below the
state level. Of the female-headed households, 29 percent live below the poverty level which is
higher than two peer counties and equal to the state rate.

Female-headed households with children — For 2010, 54 percent of female-headed households
with children under five live below the poverty level which is higher than all three peer counties
and the state level. This has increased dramatically from 17.3 percent and 17.5 percent in 2007
and 2008, respectively.

Cost burdened households — 14 percent of St. Lucie County households are cost burdened
spending more than 30% of their income on housing costs. This is higher than two of three peer
counties. The rate of cost burdened households is much higher in Ft. Pierce at 21 percent.

Foreclosures — Port St. Lucie area foreclosure rates increased from 14.9 percent in March 2010
to 16.09 percent in June 2011.

Homelessness — In 2011, St. Lucie County had 771 homeless residents based on a one day count.
This is below two peer counties and above the third. Homeless residents must go to Indian
River County to find emergency shelter.

Child Care

R e B
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Availability — The number of child care programs (210) has not increased since 2005, while the
number of children under age 5 has increased to 16,418 in 2010.

Quality — The number of Gold Seal child care programs in St. Lucie County has increased from 25
in 2004-2005 to 49 in 2010-2011. However, St. Lucie County has a lower percentage of Gold
Seal programs than all three peer counties.
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INDICATORS

For children and families to thrive, a family’s basic needs for economic security, adequate housing, and
stable parent relationships must be met. Inadequate financial resources often result in poor nutrition
and poor health care which can lead to diminished productivity and well being. The impact of poverty is
particularly great on children. Family stresses, caused by economic concerns and other issues, are
reflected in divorce and more frequent household moves. For adults with dependent children on
welfare, participation in the workforce helps combat the negative outcomes of poverty and extends the
amount of time when cash assistance is not needed for basic subsistence.

This section presents data from numerous sources on indicators relating to family life including:

Economic Status of Families

®  |ncome and unemployment
o Percapitaincome
o Median household income
o Reported income
= Adjusted gross income
= Interest and dividends
=  Wages and salaries
o Unemployment
®  Families and Children in Poverty
o Poverty rates by age and median household income
o Children in poverty
o Households potentially food insecure
o Participation in federal nutrition programs
o Eligibility for free or reduced meals in school
® Welfare to work
o Adults Receiving Diversion Payment/Service That Remain Off Cash Assistance for 12
Months
o Work Able Food Stamp Customers Participating in Work or Work Related Activities
o TANF Customers Participating in Work or Work Related Activities

Family Stability

Divorce (dissolution of marriage)
Female-headed households
Poverty rates in female-headed households
School moves (student population stability)
Housing statistics

o Homeownership
Median sale prices of single family homes
Median gross rent
Household cost burden (percent of income spent on housing)
Foreclosure rates
®  Homeless count

O
O
O
O
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Child Care

®  Availability — number of programs
o Total number of providers
o Infant care
B Subsidized child care
o Average monthly number of children enrolled by age group
o Number of children served by billing group
®  Quality — Gold Seal programs, as percent of all programs
®  Affordability — Cost as a percent of income, private pay rates per care level

Public Transportation

®  Routes and fares
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Economic Status of Families

Income and Unemployment

St. Lucie County has a lower per capita income than the three peer counties, and a median income
lower than two of three peer counties. The unemployment rate is higher than all three peer counties.

Common indicators of the economic status of a community are per capita income, reported income

(average adjusted gross income and income from dividends and interest), average wages, and
unemployment rate.
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Reported Income

Per capita income is a measure of average income for an area. Per capita income is based on annualized
total personal income divided by resident population. Incorporated into per capita income are earned
income (wages and salaries), as well as dividends and interest income. St. Lucie County’s per capita
income in 2010 was $29,670, ranking 36 among 67 Florida counties. Per capita income in St. Lucie
County was below the state average of $38,210 and below each of the three peer counties. Per capita
income in St. Lucie County has increased slightly over the past decade.

Median household income is another measure of income. Median household income pertains to
households, not individuals, and is the value at which half the households in an area are above this
income level and half are below.* The 2010 Census reports a median household income in St. Lucie
County of $39,378 which is below the state average and the average in two of three peer counties.

Per Capita Income 2010
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Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, April 2012.

Trend in Per Capita Income

St. Lucie County 2001 - 2010
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Source: University of Florida, Bureau of Economic Research.
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Median Household Income 2010
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Small Area Estimates Branch, 2010 Poverty and Median Income Estimates - Counties (Release 11.2011)

* Per capita personal income is calculated as the personal income of the residents of a given area divided by the resident population of the
area, using the Census Bureau’s annual midyear population estimates. Median Household Income is calculated by the U.S. Census Bureau using
data from the American Community Survey data. The number is the value at which half the households (person or group of persons living in the
same residence) have income above the estimate and half have incomes below the estimate.
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Another indicator of overall income is the adjusted gross income. Adjusted gross income (AGlI) is total
gross income (from all sources minus deductions for allowable business expenses, retirement
contributions, medical expenses, and other allowable itemized deductions.) Using federal income tax
data compiled by the Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse at Syracuse University, St. Lucie
County falls below the 2010 state rate for average adjusted gross income and the rate in two of three
peer counties.

Adjusted Gross Income 2010
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Source: Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse, Syracuse University

Using the same data source, St. Lucie County ranks higher than two of three peer counties in terms of
income from dividends, as well as interest income, for 2010.

Average Dividends and Interest 2010
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Source: Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse, Syracuse University
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Despite a high national percentile ranking in terms of average income from dividends (19) and interest
income (21), St. Lucie County is in the 37" percentile in terms of wages and salaries. Workers in St. Lucie
County were paid an average of $29,607 per year based on 2010 data reported by the Transactional
Records Access Clearinghouse at Syracuse University. This equates to an hourly wage of $14.85 based on
a 2,080-hour work year. Wages in St. Lucie County are below the state average of $34,705 and two of
three peer counties.

Average Wages and Salaries 2010
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Source: Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse, Syracuse University

The following table provides a summary of reported income for St. Lucie County and the three peer
counties.

Reported Income 2010

Average Adjusted Gross Income $42,602 $44,047 $51,041 $38,276
Percentile Rank on Income* 33 31 15 50
Average Wages and Salaries $29,607 $29,898 $33,867 $24,516
Percentile Rank on Wages* 37 35 21 59
Average Interest $1,719 $1,578 $2,530 $1,668
Percentile Rank on Interest 21 23 10 22
Average Dividends $900 $839 $1,575 $838
Percentile Rank on Dividends* 19 22 12 23

Source: Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse, Syracuse University
*Percentile rank of 1 indicates top 1% while rank of 100 indicates bottom 1%.
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Unemployment

For 2011, unemployment fell to 13 percent after a peak in 2010. Unemployment declined for the first
four months of 2012 then increased each month in May, June, and July.

At 13 percent, the 2011 annual unemployment rate in St. Lucie County was higher than the state rate of
10.6 percent and higher than the rates in each of the three peer counties. The St. Lucie County
unemployment rate has been increasing from a low of 4.1 percent in 2006, to a high of 13.9 percent in
2010.

For the first half of 2012, the unemployment rate in St. Lucie County declined for the first four months
to a low of 10.7, then climbed for the next three months. In July 2012, the unemployment rate was 12.6
percent, with 12,889 adults out of work in St. Lucie County. This rate puts St. Lucie County higher than
the state rate and higher than the three peer counties.

Unemployment Rate July 2012
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Source: Florida Department of Economic Opportunity
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Trend in Unemployment
St. Lucie County 2001 - July 2012
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Families and Children in Poverty

The poverty rate in St. Lucie County exceeds the state rate and the rates in two of the peer counties.
Indicators of families and children in poverty include poverty rate by age and median household income,
the number of children in poverty, the number of households that are food insecure, and participation

in federal food programs.

Poverty Rate by Age and Median Household Income

The 2010 Census reports an overall poverty rate for St. Lucie County of 17.6 percent. The county
exceeds the state rate and two of the three peer counties in terms of poverty. As reported earlier, the
median household income is also below the state average and two of the three peer counties.

The table below shows the number in poverty, as well as poverty rates and median household income
levels for St. Lucie County, peer counties, and Florida.

Poverty Rates and Median Household Income Levels for All Ages and for Children,
St. Lucie, Peer Counties, and Florida, 2010

Poverty Median
Poverty Under Age Poverty Household
Region All Ages 18 Ages 5-17 Income
Number
St. Lucie County 48,578 16,668 11,799 39,378
Lake County 39,711 13,618 8,927 42,343
Manatee County 46,119 15,115 10,473 44,990
Marion County 63,368 19,299 13,003 37,162
Florida 3,048,621 929,620 628,165 44,390
Percent
St. Lucie County 17.6 27.2 26.4 -
Lake County 13.5 22.4 20.1 -
Manatee County 14.5 234 22.5 -
Marion County 19.6 30.8 28.5 ---
Florida 16.5 23.6 21.9

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Small Area Estimates Branch, 2010 Poverty and Median Income Estimates — Counties
(Release 11.2011)
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Children in Poverty

According to the most recent 2010 Census data, St. Lucie County had a higher percentage of children (all
under age 18) in poverty than the state as a whole (27.2 percent versus 23.6 percent) and for children
age 5-17 (26.4 percent versus 21.9 percent). The poverty rate in St. Lucie County for children under 18
(and for children 5-17) exceeds two of three peer counties.

The Census data reports that St. Lucie County and all three peer counties have seen a statistically
significant increase from 2007 to 2010 in the poverty rate for children 0-18 and for children 5-17, and a

significant decrease in median household income (adjusted for inflation). Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Small
Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE) Program (Release: 11.2011)

Children in Poverty 2010
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Small Area Estimates Branch (Release 11.2011)

Children Under Age 18 in Poverty
St. Lucie County 2005 - 2010
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Hunger

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) uses the term “food insecurity” to define hunger in the U.S.
Household food insecurity is defined as: “At times during the year, these households were uncertain of
having, or unable to acquire, enough food to meet the needs of all their members because they had
insufficient money or other resources for food. Food insecure households include those with low food
security and very low food security.” (U.S. Department of Agriculture). Recent state and county level
data are available from the Map the Meal Gap project by Feeding America, a national hunger-relief
charity?.

As reported in the 2012 Map the Meal Gap report, the Florida rate for food insecure households was
19.2 percent for the general population (2010 data). For children, the state rate was 27.5 percent. St.
Lucie County ranks 13" in the state for food insecurity levels, with 19.6 percent of households classified
as food insecure. This means nearly one in five households in St. Lucie County (totaling 52,780 people)
are unsure whether they will have food for their next meal and they may go hungry at times. Though
many are above the poverty line, these individuals are unable to stretch their incomes to meet the cost
of basic necessities, including adequate amounts of food for regular meals. For children in St. Lucie
County, 27.5 percent are food insecure, totaling 16,400 children, the largest number of children on the
Treasure Coast. St. Lucie was slightly above the state rate in 2010 and the rate in two peer counties for
food insecure households. St. Lucie was slightly below the state rate for children, and below two of
three peer counties.

Food Insecure Households 2010

35.0% - Food Insecure Children 2010
30.0% - Florida
. ouseholds
. 25.0% - 19.2%
$ 20.0% - Children
o 0,
& s 0% - 28.4%
10.0% -
 Households
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St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

St. Lucie Lake Manatee = Marion
Number
Households 52,780 48,560 54,330 63,370
Children 16,400 15,830 17,980 18,330
Percent
Households 19.60% 16.60% 17.10% 19.40%
Children 27.50% 26.30% 27.60% 29.20%

Source: Map the Meal Gap, Feeding America, 2012

® Feeding America undertook the Map the Meal Gap project, with support from the Howard G. Buffett Foundation and The Nielsen Company, to
learn more about the face of hunger at the local community level. The 2012 report includes state rates reflecting 2010 data. In August 2011,
with the support of the ConAgra Foods Foundation, child food insecurity data was added.
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The March 2012 Map the Meal Gap report noted that many food insecure people do not qualify for
federal food programs:

o 37% of the food insecure population in St. Lucie County do not qualify for federal nutrition
programs and often must rely on charitable food assistance programs and need better wages

and employment opportunities to help them meet their basic needs.

e The food budget shortfall per person, per week, is $14.13. At the county level, the total shortfall
is $22,621,650 or 9,085,000 meals.
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Federal Food Programs

A range of federal nutrition programs is available to help people who struggle with hunger. These
programs can ensure that all people, especially children, have access to nutritious foods year-round. The
participation rate of eligible people is reported to show how widespread participation is in the various

programs.

The following charts show the participation or eligibility rate in these federal food programs in St. Lucie
County and peer counties.

Among eligible families, participation in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly
Food Stamps) for low income families and the WIC program for pregnant women and mothers of young
children is relatively good in St. Lucie County compared to peer counties and the state rates.
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Among the most well known of the federal food programs are the meal programs for school aged
children. Eligibility for these programs is sometimes used as an indicator of child poverty and, to some
extent, hunger. In St. Lucie County, 60.5 percent of K-12 students are eligible for free or reduced price
lunches. (Note: The Florida Department of Education reports only eligibility. Not all students who are
eligible participate in the program.)

Eligibility for Federal School Lunch Program (2010 - 2011)
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Source: Florida Department of Education, Education Information and Accountability Services
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The percentage of PreK-12 children eligible for the free/reduced lunch program in St. Lucie County has
ranged between 54 percent and 61 percent for the past four years. For the 2010-2011 school year, the
rate was 60.5 percent.

Eligiblity for Free/Reduced Lunch Program
St. Lucie County 2001 - 2011
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Source: Florida Department of Education, Education Information and Accountability Services
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Welfare to Work

In families where the head of the household struggles to maintain a living wage, support can be
provided by monthly assistance programs including the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP, formerly Food Stamps) and/or Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF), as well as a
prevention/diversion program to avoid going on monthly assistance.

In short-term crisis situations, cash assistance may be provided for 12 months as prevention or
diversion. The success with which families or individuals avoid monthly assistance programs is measured
by the Department of Children and Families (DCF), Economic and Self Sufficiency Services with an
indicator of “Adults Receiving Diversion Payment/Service That Remain Off Cash Assistance for 12
Months.” A higher percentage indicates success on this measure, meaning more remain off cash
assistance.

For 2010-11, the two comparison circuits (Circuit 5 and Circuit 12) reported about the same rate (84
percent) for adults remaining off of cash assistance for 12 months, after receiving diversion payments.
The rate is lower for the first quarter of the 2011-12 year. Circuit 19 in which St. Lucie County is included
did not report on this measure.

Adults receiving diversion payments that remain

100.00% - off cash assistance for 12 months

80.00% -
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§ 60.00% Circuit Circuit
E 40.00% - 19."‘0" 84.21% 84.62% 19 not H Circuit Nineteen
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Source: Department of Children and Families, Performance Measures Dashboard
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DCF monitors the participation rate of those receiving monthly assistance with two indicators: (1) Work
Able SNAP (Food Stamp) Customers Participating in Work or Work Related Activities, and (2) TANF
Customers Participating in Work or Work Related Activities.

Circuit 19, including St. Lucie County, reported a lower rate than peer circuits for work able SNAP (Food
Stamp) customers participating in work or work related activities for 2010-11, but a slightly higher rate
for the first quarter of 2011-12. A higher percentage indicates success on this measure, meaning more
are participating in work.

Work able SNAP customers participating in work or
work related activities
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Source: Department of Children and Families, Performance Measures Dashboard

For families receiving TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) participating in work or work
related activities, Circuit 19, including St. Lucie County, had a substantially lower rate than one peer
circuit, but about the same as the other for 2010-11. The pattern is the same for the first quarter of
2011-12. A higher percentage indicates success on this measure, meaning more are participating in
work.
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Family Stability

St. Lucie County has a lower divorce rate than two peer counties, but slightly more female-headed
households. St. Lucie County families tend to move more than families statewide, but about the same as
families in two of three peer counties. The cost of housing, especially in Port St. Lucie, is an issue for
many as the household cost burden exceeds the levels observed for two of three peer counties. An
estimated 771 individuals in St. Lucie County are homeless, including 96 school aged children. During
the past decade, there has been a slight increase in the availability of child care (4 percent) while there
was a 44 percent increase in the county population.

Indicators of family stability include divorce rate, female-headed households, poverty rates of female-
headed households, student population stability, housing characteristics, and child care availability/cost.
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Divorce

With a divorce rate of 3.63 per 1,000 population (2010), the stability of marriages in St. Lucie County is
better than the state rate of 4.43 divorces. Compared to peer counties, the divorce rate in St. Lucie
County is lower than two peer counties. The St. Lucie rate declined between 2000 and 2005 and has
remained steady at 3.5-3.6 since then.
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Source: Florida Department of Health, Vital Statistics and Census 2010 - Rate calculated by PEI
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Female-Headed Households

In St. Lucie County, 69 percent of all 108,523 households are family households, including 26.5 percent
of households with children under age 18. The average household size is 2.53 and the average family

size is 2.99.

Many research studies support the conclusion that living with two parents who are married to each
other is associated with more favorable outcomes for children. In St. Lucie County, of all households,
12.9 percent (14,036) are female-headed households (no male present). This rate exceeds the rates in
each of the peer counties, although it is below the state rate of 13.5 percent. Additionally, 6.9 percent of
households are female-headed with children under age 18. This rate exceeds the three peer counties,
but is slightly below the state rate of 7.1 percent.

Female-Headed Households 2010
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St. Lucie County has the same proportion of female-headed households living below the poverty level as
the state as a whole (29 percent), based on 2010 Census estimates. Of the female-headed households in
St. Lucie County with children under age 5, 54 percent live below the poverty level, higher than all three
peer counties and the state rate of 42 percent. The 2010 estimate showed a marked increase over 2006-
2009 estimates for female-headed households with children under 5 who were living in poverty.

Percent

Source: U. S. Census American Community Survey, 2010 estimates
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Trend in Female-Headed Households Below Poverty
St. Lucie County 2006 - 2010 Estimates
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School Moves (Student Population Stability)

For children, the number of school moves is one indication of stability where school moves serve as a
proxy for family moves. Using this indicator, St. Lucie County families tend to move more than families
statewide, but about the same as families in two of three peer counties.

School district staff report that many students move between schools within the district, which would
not show in the statistic reported. Anecdotal evidence from the student assignment department
suggests that, in the past three years, the number of families moving within the county (therefore
requiring a change in school assignment) has been much more prevalent than students coming from
out-of-county. In other words, the stability rates reported may understate the prevalence of mobility in

St. Lucie County.
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Housing

Statistics on homeownership rates, median single family sale prices, median rent prices, and
overcrowded units provide a snapshot of the housing situation in St. Lucie County. In terms of
homeownership at 78.3 percent, St. Lucie County has a slightly lower homeownership rate than two of
three peer counties, but is above the state rate of 70.5 percent, based on 2009 data.

With a median sale price $104,000 for 2011, St. Lucie County is below the statewide median sales price
of $150,000 and two of three peer counties. The 2011 median sale price of homes for St. Lucie and peer
counties range from $104,000 in St. Lucie County to $195,000 in Manatee County. Compared to peer
counties, the home price in St. Lucie has risen far less since 2001, rising only 6.4 percent compared to
26.6 percent in Manatee and 16.4 percent in Marion.

The median rent paid in St. Lucie County in 2006-2010 was $1,014 per month, according to the American
Community Survey, reported by the Shimberg Center. This was higher than all but eight Florida counties.
City-Data.com reports 2009 median rents in St. Lucie County as $840, higher than all three peer
counties.

At 2.0 percent, St. Lucie County has more overcrowded units as a percent of all units than two of the
three peer counties, but is below the state rate.

Homeownership Rate 2009
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Source: Shimberg Center for Affordable Housing, Florida Housing Data Clearinghouse
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Median Single Family Home Price 2011
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The following table provides more detail on housing characteristics in St. Lucie County compared to peer
counties.

Selected Housing Statistics for St. Lucie County and Peer Counties

Housing Characteristics

Number of Homeownership Median Median Single Family Home Overcrowded

Households Rate, 2009" Gross Rent, Sales Price (Nominal), 2011: Units as % of all
County 2009 2006-2010 S; % Change 2001-11 units, 2006-2010
St. Lucie 110,077 78.3% $1,014 $97,750 6.4% 2.0%
Lake 123,860 81.0% $904 $123,800 16.2% 1.6%
Manatee 134,420 73.8% $930 $154,000 26.6% 2.5%
Marion 138,318 80.3% $829 $94,500 16.4% 1.8%
FLORIDA 1,089,487 70.5% $957 $97,750 14.2% 2.5%

'owner households as a percent of all households
Source: Shimberg Center for Affordable Housing, Florida Housing Data Clearinghouse

The table below depicts the household cost burden in St. Lucie County, as well as peer counties.
Household cost burden is defined as the percentage of household income invested in housing, so a
higher figure typically indicates a higher level of burden. Households are defined as cost burdened if
they spend more than 30 percent of their income on housing expenses.

On the whole, St. Lucie County’s household cost burden exceeds the levels observed for two of three
peer counties. Within St. Lucie County, Ft. Pierce has the highest burden levels, where 8.6 percent of
households spend over half their income on housing. This area is followed by St. Lucie Village at 6.0
percent and the unincorporated areas of the county at 5.9 percent of households spending over 50
percent of their income on housing. The high levels of burden in these areas could be due to either
excessively high real estate values, as might occur near the coast, or excessively low income levels, as
might occur in the more impoverished areas of the county.

Household Cost Burden: Percentage of Income Spent On Housing,
All Households, 2009

Extremely Low-Income (Income Below
Households With Cost Burden Above 30% AMI), Severely Cost-Burdened
30% and Income Below 50% AMI - (Cost Burden Above 50%) Households,
All Households, 2009 2009
Region Number % of All Households Number % of All Households
St. Lucie 15,450 14.0 7,299 5.4
- Ft. Pierce 3,580 21.0 1,465 8.6
- Port St. Lucie 6,607 11.0 2,443 4.1
- St. Lucie Village 48 15.9 18 6.0
- St. Lucie-Unincorporated 5,215 16.1 1,909 5.9
Lake 18,803 14.0 6,198 4.5
Manatee 16,106 13.0 5,998 4.8
Marion 16,345 11.8 5,835 5.3
FLORIDA 1,089,487 14.5 458,480 6.1

Source: Shimberg Center for Affordable Housing, Florida Housing Data Clearinghouse
AMI = Average Median Income
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As reported by the Florida Housing Data Clearinghouse, Port St. Lucie ranked third in the state among
the Metropolitan Statistical Areas for foreclosure rates in June 2011. From March 2010 to June 2011,
foreclosures increased from 14.9 percent to 16.09 percent in Port St. Lucie. The foreclosure rate for
December 2011 in the Ft. Pierce-Port St. Lucie Metropolitan Statistical Area was 18.7 percent, ranking
the area third among 20 Florida metropolitan areas in percentage of foreclosures.

Trend in Foreclosure Rates
Port St. Lucie March 2010 - June 2011
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Homeless Conditions

The number of homeless people in St. Lucie County is estimated to be 771 individuals. Among these
are an estimated 96 school aged children.

As reported by the DCF Council on Homelessness, the 28 local continuum of care planning areas
carried out a one day count of the homeless in their area during the last two days of January 2011.
The count is required every two years by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
According to the point-in-time count, there are 56,771 people statewide who were homeless. The
2011 total is down 1.35 percent from the 2010 estimated daily homeless population of 57,551.

The January 2011 point-in-time survey reported by the Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council
indicated that an estimated 771 people were homeless in St. Lucie County, including 96 school
aged children. This number was below two peer counties and above the third (Manatee).

Number of Homeless People

o o6s 2007 - 2011 995 1,008
900 -
800 -
700 - == St. Lucie
600 - == Lake
500 - 4 Manatee
==&=Marion

Source: Department of Children and Families, Council on Homelessness 2011 Report, June 2011
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As reported by the Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council, of the 771 reported as homeless in

St. Luci

e County, 535 (69%) were adults ages 18 to 60 and 107 (14%) were adults ages 60+.

Seventeen percent (129) were children under age 18.

The survey addressed conditions of homelessness. Of the 771 homeless persons:

3.5 percent (27) were unaccompanied children under 18 (runaway or homeless).
21 percent (163) reported disabling conditions.
9.7 percent reported that they had been in foster care.

48 percent reported employment reasons for their homelessness, 11 percent cited health
care costs, 2 percent needed substance abuse treatment, and one percent had recently
been released from jail.

48 percent (372) were currently employed.

In the most recent survey in St. Lucie County (January 27, 2012), 683 individuals were counted in the

point-in
individu
and 42
children

-time survey, including 584 adults and 99 children under age 18. Among the adults, 15 were

als ages 18-22 who had aged out of foster care. Of the adults ages 18-64, 58 percent were male
percent were female. Sixty-six were age 65 or older (43% male, 57% female). Among the
, 11 were unaccompanied (7 boys, 4 girls - runaway or homeless).

According to a previous assessment by the Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council, the
subpopulations reported as having the greatest needs were families with children and the mentally ill.
Emergency shelter and permanent housing were judged by the Council to be the continuum of care

compon

- e T
| RESEARCH PERFORMANCE

ents that were the weakest.
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Availability

Child Care

While the population in the county increased 44.2 percent from 2000 to 2010, there has been only a
slight increase in the availability of child care. From 2001 to 2012, there was a four percent increase in
the capacity of child care programs overall.

St. Lucie County had 210 child care programs, according to the Early Learning Coalition of St. Lucie
County (ELC). This is the same as the number of programs reported in 2005 and an increase from 193
reported in 2003. The current 210 programs have a capacity of 12,073 in March 2012. (The current
population estimate for children younger than five is 16,418.) In terms of capacity, the current total is an
increase from the total reported in 2005 (11,483), in 2003 (11,732), and in 2001 (11,582). From 2001 to
2012, the capacity increased by four percent.

The table below contrasts St. Lucie County with the peer counties in terms of number of providers and

type of services available.

Infant and Toddler Care in St. Lucie and Peer Counties

March 2012 2010-2011
St. Lucie St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion
Providers offering infant care 113 104 93 102 145
Providers offering full-day care 182 161 158 183 190
Providers offering half-day care 108 107 115 128 161
VPK sites 83 45 88 124 77
Total number of providers 210 170 169 192 199

Sources: St. Lucie County Early Learning Coalition, data for March 2012; DCF, Child Care Licensing, data for 2010-2011
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The St. Lucie County Early Learning Coalition is serving 2,564 in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Program
(as of March 14, 2012) for the 2011-2012 school year.

For 2010-11, the St. Lucie ELC had 84 requests for infant care and 90 infant care providers for a ratio of
0.93 requests per provider. For the 2010-2011 fiscal year, St. Lucie County was in the mid-range in terms
of availability of infant care relative to peer counties. St. Lucie County had an infant care ratio of 0.93
per provider, which was better than Lake, but higher than Manatee and Marion.

Infant and Toddler Care in St. Lucie and Peer Counties 2010-2011

St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion
Requests for infant care 84 93 115 110
Number of providers who offer infant care 90 95 126 173
Ratio of requests to providers 0.93 0.98 0.91 0.63

Source: Florida Office of Early Learning

For families that qualify, subsidized child care is available through the Early Learning Coalition of St.
Lucie County. According to the ELC, as of March 2012, the providers within the coalition served an
average of 2,000 children per month through the Subsidized Child Care Program. For 2010-2011, the
Florida Office of Early Learning reported the following service delivery data for subsidized child care in

St. Lucie County and the peer counties.

Subsidized Child Care: Average Number Served By Billing Group 2010-2011

Billing Group Category St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion
At-Risk 373 241 371 401
Temporary Child Care 122 72 270 70
Working Poor 1,420 1,452 834 2,470
Temporary Cash Assistance 298 176 334 331
Child Care Executive Partnership 50 3 460 19
American Reinvestment and Recovery Act 134 193 157 304
Child Care Purchasing Pool 411 380 408 603
Totals 373 241 371 401
Source: Florida Office of Early Learning, March 2012, special data request

Subsidized Child Care: Average Monthly Number of Children

Enrolled By Age Group 2010-2011

Age Group St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion
Infant 199 159 140 159
Toddler 457 350 324 295
2 Year Old 657 433 445 493
3 Year Old 765 468 552 526
4 Year Old 717 473 498 533
5 Year Old 649 432 349 453
School Age Children 404 1,154 1,418 1,282
Special Needs 109 10 2 8
Totals 3,958 3,479 3,728 3,749

Source: Florida Office of Early Learning, March 2012, special data request
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Quality

For 2010-2011, 49 child care programs in St. Lucie County were Gold Seal programs, up from 25 in 2005,
20 in 2003, and 16 in 2001. With 49 Gold Seal programs, St. Lucie was below the peer counties in terms
of the number of Gold Seal programs, according to the Florida Office of Early Learning (OEL). OEL
reported 71 Gold Seal programs for Lake, 56 for Manatee, and 117 for Marion. Expressed as a
percentage of all programs, the number of Gold Seal centers and homes in St. Lucie County is below all
three peer counties.

Gold Seal Accredited Programs as a Percent of All Programs, 2010-2011
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The subsidized child care program provides child care financial assistance to low income families earning
up to 150 percent of the federal poverty level. According to the Early Learning Coalition of St. Lucie
County Annual Report (2010), a typical family participating in the Subsidized Child Care Program uses
about 7 percent of their income to pay for child care. Without this assistance, the cost of child care
increases to 50 percent of the family’s income. The program makes it possible for children to have high
quality early learning experiences that might not otherwise be available to them.

The table below shows the average private pay rates by care level for 2010-2011, as reported by the

Florida Office of Early Learning.

Private Pay Rates St. Lucie County 2010-2011

Care Level Private Pay Rate (Average)
Infant $147.39
Toddler $126.61
Preschool $113.76
School Age Children $87.12

Source: Florida Office of Early Learning, March 2012
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Public Transportation

Community Transit is the contracted provider for St. Lucie County to provide public transportation for all
residents and visitors of St. Lucie County. Community Transit operates under the umbrella of the
Council on Aging of St. Lucie, Inc. Community Transit’s administration headquarters is located at 1505
Orange Avenue, Fort Pierce, FL and operates between the hours of 7 am to 6 pm, Monday through
Friday, except Council on Aging of St. Lucie, Inc.’s holidays. Community Transit has two modes of
transportation - a fixed route system and a demand response system:

(1) Fixed Route System

A fixed route service provides service along specific routes with scheduled arrival times at
predetermined bus stop areas. Community transit operates six fixed routes:

Treasure Coast Connector, Route 1, runs north to south along the U.S. 1 Corridor from the Fort
Pierce Ave D Intermodal Center to the Treasure Coast Mall in Martin County.

Routes 2 and 3 are Fort Pierce routes and run as one route. Route 2 runs along Avenue D as far
west as 53™ Street, Juanita Avenue and back to the Intermodal. Route 3 runs along Orange
Avenue to 33" Street as far west as Peters Road, traveling east on Virginia Avenue, 23" Street to
Okeechobee Road and back to the Intermodal. Routes 1, 2 and 3 connect at the Intermodal
Center at Avenue D and 8" Street.

Treasure Coast Connector Plus is the east/west connections to U.S. 1.

Port St. Lucie Trolley, Route 4, runs along eastern Port St. Lucie and down Port St. Lucie Blvd.
Route 4 also connects with Route 1 at Staples, Town Center, and Jennings Road.

Routes 5 and 6 are Port St. Lucie routes and connect to each other, as well as with Route 4 at
the Community Center in Port St. Lucie. Route 5 runs along Port St. Lucie Blvd. and Gatlin Blvd.
from the Community Center to Traditions. Route 6 runs along Prima Vista and St. Lucie West
Blvd. Route 6 also connects with Route 1 at Rio Mar/U.S. 1 and Prima Vista Crossings.

FARES FOR FIXED ROUTE SYSTEM

Single ride $2.00
Senior, Disabled, Children 5-11 $1.00
Medicare Card Holders $1.00
Children under 5 Free
Single Day Pass $5.00
Senior, Disabled Single Day Pass $2.50
10-Ride Ticket Book $14.00
Senior, Disabled 10-Ride Ticket Book $7.00
Monthly Pass $50.00
Senior, Disabled Monthly Pass $25.00
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(2) American with Disabilities (ADA) Paratransit Service (Demand Response)

A paratransit or demand response system is an origin-to-destination system where passenger trips are
generated by calls from passengers or their agent at least 24 hours in advance, to the Transit
Reservationists, who then schedules a vehicle to pick up the passenger. Reservations are accepted up to
two weeks in advance. This system is for individuals who cannot manipulate the fixed route system
because of some kind of disability. In order to be determined eligible for paratransit service, an
individual must fill out an application that is verified by a physician indicating the nature of the disability
and why the individual cannot use the fixed route system. The determination for eligibility is good for
three years from the date determined eligible.

FARES - DEMAND RESPONSE

Single ride $2.00
Seniors / Disabled $1.00
Medicare Card Holders $1.00
Children 5-11 $1.00
Children under 5 Free
Medicaid Recipients $1.00 co-pay
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COMMUNITY RESPONSE TO FAMILY LIFE

Infrastructure

Respondents are more satisfied with the way St. Lucie County is handling growth.

Compared to the telephone survey in 2007, while a similar percentage of respondents agree that the
county is doing a good job handling growth, the percent that disagree is significantly lower.

The County is Doing a Good Job in Handling Growth

m Agree (Rating of 10-8) m Neutral (Rating of 7-4) m Disagree (Rating of 3-1)

2007

2012

I T T T T 1

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Q. 4: Please rate each statement using a 10-point scale, with 10 being totally agree and 1 being totally disagree - The county is doing a good job
in handling growth

Improved infrastructure and attracting new high wage businesses may be a factor in these improving
opinions.

Respondents in the community leader and service provider focus groups suggested infrastructure
improvements are helping to lure new business to the area. Further, these new businesses are creating
career opportunities.

“Prior to the economy tanking, we had monies earmarked for improvements. We have

road improvements, and water and sewer improvements. This has added to the draw for

new business.”

“Torrey Pines, Digital Domain, and FAU have opened up research centers.”

“Torrey Pines is attracting the world’s leading scientists.”

“Digital Domain is a new entity that has helped with career opportunities.”

However, there were a few dissenters in the focus groups who feel St. Lucie is not making progress and
not too desirable.

“Several years ago, we were the fastest growing county in the state and now it’s like a
car stopped that was going really fast and a whole bunch of people fell out of the back.
Where are we now?”
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“People may live in St. Lucie County, but they spend money elsewhere. We get on the
highway and go to West Palm Beach for good restaurants.”

“Places like Palm Beach County have a level of sophistication we don’t have.”
There is still work which needs to be done in terms of recreational activities.

Significantly fewer respondents in the telephone survey report issues with finding affordable
recreational activities. However, almost half continue to report some issues in this area.

Issues with Finding Affordable Recreational Activities

M Major issue ™ Minor issue

2007

2012
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Q. 18: Please tell me if this is a major issue, a minor issue, or not an issue for adults in your household over the last 12 months - Finding
affordable recreational activities

However, the county does possess many assets.

Respondents in the focus groups indicated the beaches and efforts to improve Ft. Pierce as real positives
for the community.

“We have great beaches.”

“I moved here from Michigan and am awed by how beautiful it is. Plus, Ft. Pierce has
been beautifying itself.”

“Downtown Ft. Pierce has been transformed; | think it is nicer than downtown Stuart.”

“Florida Trend, two years ago, did a spread on downtown Ft. Pierce and said we have
done one of the best jobs.”

In the focus groups, it was also mentioned there are an inadequate number of centers which could also
be used for recreational and community activities.

“We need more community centers in different areas. These centers could also have
workshops, like parenting classes.”
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Transportation remains an issue for some residents.

Half of all respondents in the phone survey (51%) feel the county’s transportation system is not
adequate, with two in ten (19%) agreeing that it is adequate. While this question was not asked in 2007,
two-thirds of respondents in the 2007 survey (66%) agreed it is important the county have an adequate
public transportation system.

The County Has an Adequate Public Transportation System

m Agree (Rating of 10-8) m Neutral (Rating of 7-4) m Disagree (Rating of 3-1)

2012
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Q. 6: Please rate each statement using a 10-point scale, with 10 being totally agree and 1 being totally disagree - The county has an adequate
public transportation system

Compared to 2007, significantly fewer phone survey respondents in 2012 have issues with obtaining
transportation to work. However, 23% continue to experience at least minor issues in this area.

Issues with Obtaining Transportation to Work

o Major issue ® Minor issue

2007

2012
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Q. 19: Please tell me if this is a major issue, a minor issue, or not an issue for adults in your household over the last 12 months - Obtaining
transportation to work

Apparently, there is a knowledge gap regarding transportation.

A respondent in the focus groups responded to comments in the groups regarding the perception that
transportation in the county is sorely lacking.

“Transportation has improved immensely. We have a new transit facility that came from
Federal money that has helped Avenue D. We now have more routes. While they may
not go everywhere, people can call community transit and get a pick up. People just
don’t know about it.”
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Family Finances
Many residents are still in a difficult financial situation.

In 2012, a majority of residents have issues with depleting savings or increasing debt (66%). In addition,
budgeting household income is still a problem for over half of the residents (62% versus 63% in 2007).

Affordable housing is much more readily available than in 2007, when the real estate bubble was near
its peak. However, just over four in ten have issues with falling behind on bills, mortgage or rent (45%),
as well as choosing between buying food and paying bills (42%). Further, almost one-quarter (24%)
report issues with having utilities shut off.

Issues with Family Finances
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Please tell me if this is a major issue, a minor issue, or not an issue for adults in your household over the last 12 months - Q. 21: Finding
affordable housing, Q. 28: Budgeting household income, Q. 22: Becoming behind on bills, mortgage, or rent payments, Q. 23: Having utilities
shut off, Q. 24: Choosing between buying food and paying bills, Q. 26: Depleting savings or increasing debt
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The financial difficulties are causing many middle class families to seek assistance.

In the focus groups, community leaders and service providers indicated there is a pressing problem of
addressing the needs of the newly poor/unemployed. These people are “new” to the safety net system.

“People who would have never stepped in our door are now seeking help.”

“The middle class is losing a lot of ground. I've got moms coming in with children who
are now living in their car until the car gets repossessed. There has been a major shift.”

“I see people all the time who never thought they would need to come in for help, but
they lost their job and can’t find another one.”

“There is a big difference between the newly unemployed and someone who has used
the system before. There is also the stigma for the newly unemployed.”

In addition, many are food insecure, according to the focus group respondents.

“We have seen a double digit increase in the number of people applying for food
stamps.”

“Five years ago, we had people coming in for food. Now there are so many more. There
is a much bigger need now.”

“Food programs are not used just by the generational poor anymore. They are now
being used by the working poor and unemployed.”

Financial Risk Profile

SRA assigned each respondent a financial risk score based on the following questions:

Please tell me if this is a major issue, a minor issue, or not an issue for adults in your household over the
last 12 months:

Q. 14. Being able to afford health insurance for you and your family
Q. 22. Becoming behind on bills, mortgage, or rent payments

Q. 23. Having utilities shut off

Q. 24. Choosing between buying food and paying bills

Q. 26. Depleting savings or increasing debt

Q. 28. Budgeting household income

One point was assigned for each major issue and one-half point for each minor issue resulting in a score
from 0 to 6. Categories of financial risk (as shown in the following table) were assigned based on Q. 79:
In the past 12 months, have you or has anyone in your household received food from an emergency
food assistance program, food kitchen, or food bank?
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Financially, the tipping point between no/low and medium/high risk groups involve income,
unemployment, and lack of health insurance.

One-quarter (25%) of St. Lucie County residents are classified as being at high financial risk, while 16%
are at medium risk.

Compared to residents with less financial risk, those at medium or high financial risk are faced with:

e Roughly half the household income
Double the levels of unemployment
Less likely to be retired (and therefore younger)

Larger numbers of people in their household

Demographic Differences Contributing to Financial Risk Profile

Total Medium
Risk category sample No risk Low risk risk High risk
Financial risk score (0to 6) Zero 0.5t02.5 3t03.5 4to6
Percent of sample 100% 18% 42% 16% 25%
Received food from an emergency
assistance program 7% 0% 2% 10% 18%
Average household income (est.) $45,000 $66,000 $56,000 $30,000 $24,000
Has health insurance 86% 96% 91% 74% 80%
Not employed 20% 13% 15% 27% 26%
Retired 28% 42% 33% 16% 14%
Employed full-time 38% 30% 40% 44% 35%
Under employed 22% 5% 21% 22% 34%
Married 60% 61% 60% 66% 56%
Divorced 12% 14% 10% 3% 18%
One or two persons in HH 54% 72% 55% 55% 39%
Three or more people in HH 43% 28% 41% 44% 58%
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Medium risk respondents are sacrificing health care.

As the formula for assigning the level of risk would suggest, most high risk respondents have major
issues with meeting most financial obligations including finding affordable housing, maintaining utilities,
and obtaining transportation to work. The biggest difference between the medium and high risk groups
appears to be the severity of issues.

In addition, over half of respondents in the medium risk group are having major issues with affording
any type of health care, as well as depleting savings or increasing debt unlike the no/low risk groups.

Financial Issues by Financial Risk Group

Major issues Major + minor issues

Risk category No Low | Medium | High | No Low | Medium | High
14. Afford health insurance 0% 25% 56% 78% | 0% 63% 82% 89%
15. Afford dental care 11% 31% 53% 78% | 18% | 60% 85% 89%
16. Afford health care 1% 21% 55% 80% | 3% | 57% 87% 89%
19. Transportation to work 3% 3% 5% 24% 3% 10% 34% 49%
21. Affordable housing 0% 2% 10% 36% | 0% 12% 48% 71%
22. Behind on bills 0% 1% 18% 75% | 0% 17% 82% 98%
23. Utilities shut off 0% 0% 2% 30% | 0% 2% 34% 70%
24. Buying food or paying bills 0% 2% 15% 73% | 0% 13% 82% 96%
26. Depleting savings/increasing debt 0% 11% 60% 89% | 0% | 63% 97% 98%
28. Budgeting household income 0% 5% 29% 86% 0% 55% 92% 99%

While the base size by zip code is small in most cases, residents in Fort Pierce 34950 are clearly having
the most financial difficulty. At the same time, residents in west county (St. Lucie West) and coastal zip
codes are generally better off, with those east of Federal Highway (U.S. Route 1), but not on the coast,
having more difficulties.

Zip code Base % medium or high risk

Total 400 40% C

34950 18 26% s B.'L%‘¥ ??%51_, N Wiy s

34983 56 48% 34 921v Bm_ e

34953 83 46% 34949

34981 9 44% St 34947(: l ~’l?)rce

34946 16 44% L _ IF 'QQ,;,’,

34947 27 41% R 81

34984 13 38% , GLu L

34982 34 38% = 3&98 Estates

34949 11 36% : y

34951 27 33% 34987 34983 34957

34987 9 33% 34987 i/ Lucie =

34952 56 32% . 134953 S
0, +3 th Rrver
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Child Care

Availability of child care has improved since 2007.

Among respondents with children in the household, the percentage who agree that there is enough
affordable quality child care (23%) is significantly higher than in 2007 (11%). An even higher percentage
of respondents (32%) with infants or toddlers in child care agree with this statement, though the base
size of this group is small. Despite improvements, a large percentage continue to disagree there is
enough affordable, quality child care in St. Lucie County (40%).

On the other hand, nearly half (47%) continue to agree that there is a need for more subsidized child
care compared to 54% in 2007.

Agreement that Child Care is Sufficient

B Agree (Rating of 10-8) B Neutral (Rating of 7-4) i Disagree (Rating of 3-1)

w22 . c 2007 EEEY
q,gbguu‘?&’
s oL Z¢e3
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FoE S 0T 2012 23%
O
T T
o
205 2007
c O O o
o ER &
v 538 °
§° 2 2012
= S
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0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Please rate the following questions related to children in St. Lucie County using a 10-point scale, with 10 being totally agree and 1 being totally
disagree - Q. 34: There is enough affordable quality day care for children and Q. 35: There is a need for more subsidized child care
Note: Asked among respondents that have children under 18 years old in the household.
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It is less difficult to find care for children with special needs.

Major issues with finding care for children with special needs have been cut nearly in half since 2007
(11% in 2012 compared to 21% in 2007), though the combined major and minor issue percentage is
virtually identical.

Major issues with finding affordable quality child care are also down, 18% compared to 25% in 2007.

Respondents are equally likely as in 2007 to have major issues with finding care for children before and
after school (17% both years).

Child Care Issues

B Major issue M Minor issue

2007

Finding
affordable
quality child
care

2012

2007

needs

2012

Finding care
for children

2007

for my

children
before and | with special

after school

2012

Finding care

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Please tell me if this has been a major issue, a minor issue, or not an issue for your household with children over the last 12 months - Q. 42:
Finding affordable quality day care, Q. 43: Finding care for children with special needs, and Q. 44: Finding care for my children before and after
school

Note: Asked among respondents that have children under 18 years old in the household.
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Many feel homelessness continues to be a problem in St. Lucie County.

Quite a few respondents in the telephone survey agree homelessness is a serious issue.

Homelessness is a Serious Issue in the County

M Agree (Rating of 10-8) M Neutral (Rating of 7-4) i Disagree (Rating of 3-1)

2007

2012

I T T T 1
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Q. 9: Please rate each statement using a 10-point scale, with 10 being totally agree and 1 being totally disagree - Homelessness is a serious issue

in the county

Homelessness was also mentioned as an issue in the community leader and service provider focus
groups. Unfortunately, there is little or nothing agencies can do to help these people.

“We don’t have a shelter in St. Lucie County, so they go to Indian River.”

“We are getting more calls from people inquiring about homeless services. Today we had
five calls before 11am. We also have 48 families on a waiting list.”

“I think the count is huge. It’s not only street people under the bridge, it’s the children. |
know of a child who at 16 started going from home to home until he was 18. He was

homeless.”

“If a person is drug or alcohol related, we can get a bed. But if not, they have to find
family to put them up or relocate.”

However, focus group respondents would like to help those homeless who want help.
“Some people don’t want to lead another life. They choose homelessness. | would like to
see the end of homelessness that might be helped with the creation of a Neighborhood

Stabilization Program which was done in the Bush era and allowed families to be
screened and programmed into a house for a certain period of time.”
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Extended Families
Many respondents have difficulties with supporting adult family members.

About three in ten experience at least minor issues with supporting or caring for a parent and about the
same number have issues with supporting adult children who are out of school and living at home. In
both cases, 12% report major issues. Neither question was asked in 2007.

Supporting Extended Families

W Major issue ® Minor issue

Supporting or caring for a parent

Supporting adult children

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Please tell me if this is a major issue, a minor issue, or not an issue for adults in your household over the last 12 months - Q. 25: Supporting or
caring for a parent and Q. 27: Supporting adult children who are out of school living at home

Community leaders and service providers in the focus groups also mentioned issues with people
supporting other family members such as parents and children so they can make ends meet.

“It is not just migrant families living together. Middle class people are moving in with
parents or parents are moving in with their children.”

“We are seeing a lot of families doubling up, with multiple families living in one house.”
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Haitian and Hispanic Communities
The community leaders and service providers in the focus groups also discussed the needs and issues
facing the Hispanic and Haitian communities in St. Lucie County. They suggested a number of changes

have occurred since the needs assessment in 2007.

Several focus group respondents pointed out that great strides have been made in the last five years
to better acclimate Haitian and Hispanic residents.

This was a common perception expressed by most focus group participants.

“l see a different Haitian population than we had five years ago. They are more
educated.”

In spite of improvements, some community leaders and service providers still identify issues for some
Haitian and Hispanic residents which include:

Lack of health insurance
“They are undocumented so they lack access to things.”
Fear

“In the Haitian community, they are fearful of getting services. If you ask their name,
you are asking too much.”

“Some Hispanics need food stamps, but are afraid of applying; fear is the barrier.”
Cultural differences

“In the Haitian culture, we are taught to make due and use assistance. We are taught to
be self-sufficient.”

Paper work
“There is too much that is being asked.”
Types of food

“We have children from Guatemala and Haitian children that do not eat American food.
We need to start having client choice in food.”

“We may not be meeting the needs of our consumers if we give them food they may not
know how to prepare.”
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There was disagreement as to whether or not communication in one’s native tongue should be
enhanced.

Some focus group respondents indicated that they felt there should be a greater effort made to create
and distribute communication in Creole in order to allow for greater awareness of services and
participation on the part of Haitian residents. Others disagreed. Those recommending more
communication in Spanish and Creole said:

“My feeling is to increase awareness of what’s going on in the community for children
and parents by translating things into Creole.”

“I have a radio program on Sunday (in Creole) and there is another radio program, but
they don’t advertise what is going on in the community regarding activities.”

“For Hispanics on 1330, there is a radio show from 9am to 1pm Monday through Friday
that has coverage.”

In an opposing point of view, one focus group respondent indicated that he feels to best assimilate the
Spanish and Haitian cultures, it is in their best interest to be encouraged to speak and read English.

“I am not sure if we are helping if we do not encourage the Haitian community to
become part of the general community. If we encourage them to speak Creole, and not
learn English, that is not good. We don’t want a separated Haitian and Spanish
community. We all need to be part of St. Lucie County. We could encourage isolation if
we continue to broadcast in just Creole or Spanish.”

Some respondents counseled that the best way to prevent isolation and encourage assimilation is to
work step by step trying to bring non-English speaking residents into the fold since learning a new
language as an adult is more challenging than as a child.

Some community leaders feel Hispanic residents are not only proportionally accounting for a greater
share of the county’s population, but also are increasingly becoming more integrated and active in the
county.

Community leaders and service providers in the focus groups suggest the Hispanic celebrations which
include a wide cross-section of the community are one example of this assimilation.

“I think the Hispanic population has exploded in the last five years. They are celebrating
themselves and their culture and also integrating themselves into society and inviting
the general public to join them in their celebrations. They have events practically every
other week.”

“There is always something going on in the Hispanic community and they encourage
everyone to attend. You feel welcome and part of the family.”

| Page 124 of 447
6 GRE‘SNEJ;;I}’CVI&I PERFORMANCE
(7 EV‘LUATION P-3 ] PROVW



A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
FAMILY LIFE

It was suggested that Haitians in particular could benefit from improved transportation.
While it was acknowledged by focus group respondents that there is need for improved transportation
for many St. Lucie County residents, respondents did single out the Haitian population as among those

with the greatest need.

“People can’t get from one place to another.”
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STRATEGIC DIRECTION FOR CHILD HEALTH AND EDUCATION

The child health and education chapter includes the following:

= Qverview

= |nfant and Child Health

= Teen Substance Abuse

=  Elementary and Secondary Education
= Child Welfare and Mental Health

Analysis

While progress has been made in several areas, there is still work to be accomplished in regard to the
health and education of children. Higher rates of substance abuse for middle school students, and issues
with graduation and dropout rates need particular attention. Areas of the greatest concern include:

Health

= Prenatal care — Timely prenatal care needs continued attention. St. Lucie County improved from
2007 to 2010 in terms of number of pregnant women receiving prenatal care during the first
trimester. However, the rate dropped in 2011 and remains below the state rate. The county
improved over the past five years in decreasing the rate for late or no prenatal care.

= Births to teens — While teen birth rates have been trending down, St. Lucie County has higher
birth rates than the state rates among teens age 15 to 19.

= Developmental delay risks — Mothers who are under-educated place infants at risk for delayed
development of language and social skills. Fifteen percent (15.4%) of new mothers over the age
of 18 have not completed high school which, while trending down, is above the state rate.

= Teen tobacco use — The recent (within 30 days) use of tobacco by St. Lucie County middle school
students is higher than the state rate and one of three peer counties.

= Teen alcohol use — Alcohol use by St. Lucie County middle school students within the past 30
days is higher than the state rate and all three peer counties.

=  Teen marijuana use — Use of marijuana by St. Lucie County middle school students within the
past 30 days is higher than the state rate and all three peer counties.

= Teen use of illicit drugs — Middle school student use of illicit drugs is above the state rate and all

three peer counties. For high school students, illicit drug use is below the state rate, but above
two peer counties. lllicit drug use rates exclude marijuana usage.
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Education

= School readiness — While most students start school ready to learn, St. Lucie County children are
below the state rate and all three peer counties on school readiness. However, the rate has
been trending up over the past six years.

= Proficiency in reading and math — St. Lucie County students are slightly below the state rate in
the percentage proficient in reading at 3rd and 10" grade, while slightly above the state rate in
math at 3™ grade. Math is trending up.

= Graduation rates — St. Lucie County graduation rates are below the state rate and two of three
peer counties. Graduation rates have generally improved since the 2005-2006 school year.

= Dropout rates — St. Lucie County dropout rates are above the state rate and one of three peer
counties. Dropout rates have been improving from 2004-05 to 2008-09, but increased in 2009-
10 and 2010-11.
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INDICATORS

Indicators of prenatal care and infant/child health were addressed using data from the Florida
Department of Health, including data on prenatal care, births to teens, immunizations, nutrition,
disease, and deaths. The Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey provided information about substance
abuse among adolescents in middle schools and high schools. A snapshot of child welfare and children’s
mental health is provided by district performance data reported by the Department of Children and
Families, Mental Health Program Office. Education data were obtained from various reports produced
by the Department of Education.
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Infant and Child Health

St. Lucie County saw 3,076 births in 2010, 2,995 in 2011, and 1,912 in 2012 (provisional). The number of
births increased from 2001-2007, then decreased each year from 2008-2012.

Indicators of infant and child health are often used to signal the overall well being of a community. This
section presents data from the Florida Department of Health on indicators relating to infant and child
health, including:

B Access to Prenatal Care
o Prenatal care during the first trimester
o Late or no prenatal care
o Births covered by Medicaid
o Births to uninsured women

®  Mothers’ Risk Factors
o Births to teens
=  Birth rates of females 10 to 14 years old
=  Birth rates of females 15 to 19 years old
o Births to mother over age 18 with less than 12" grade education

®  |nfant Health
o Low birth weight
o Infant mortality

®  Child Health
o  WIC participation
o Immunizations for students beginning Kindergarten
o Enteric disease (gastrointestinal illnesses)
o Child deaths
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Overview of Child Health Indicators

Timely prenatal care has improved in recent years in St. Lucie County. Births to teen mothers have
decreased, as have births to mothers over 18 without a high school education. WIC participation has
increased notably. Immunization rates for Kindergarten students have improved and St. Lucie is now
above the state rate and the rate in two of three peer counties. The rate of gastrointestinal illnesses
(enteric disease) among children has improved in recent years.
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Prenatal Care

A healthy birth is critically important to successful functioning later in life and healthy births begin with
timely prenatal care. Prenatal care during the first trimester can prevent many poor birth outcomes that
result in developmental delays or health problems in infants and young children. Late or no prenatal
care and poor nutrition of pregnant women can lead to infant deaths, or low birth weight infants and
subsequent developmental problems in young children.

St. Lucie improved between 2007 and 2010 in terms of number of pregnant women receiving prenatal
care during the first trimester. However, the rate dropped to 70.9 percent in 2011 and remains below
the state rate.

For 2011, 70.9 percent of women with known prenatal care status in St. Lucie County received prenatal
care within the first trimester, while 29.1 percent did not. St. Lucie County is below the state rate and
the rates in two of three peer counties. The trend improved from 2007-2010, then declined in 2011.

Births with First Trimester Prenatal Care 2011
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Trend in First Trimester Prenatal Care
" St. Lucie County 2004-2011
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Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics, Florida Birth Certificate (CHARTS)
Data Note: Data are not comparable to data prior to 2004 due to changes in the measurement process. Births with unknown information as to
when prenatal care began are excluded from the denominator.
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Most pregnant women in St. Lucie County (94.8%) receive prenatal care, but there is room for
improvement.

For 2011, 5.2 percent of women with known prenatal care status in St. Lucie County received late (3™
trimester) or no prenatal care. St. Lucie is above the state rate of 4.4 percent, but is lower than two of
three peer counties. The county saw a positive recent trend from 2007-2011, with rates decreasing from
6.4 percent to 5.2 percent.

Births with Late or No Prenatal Care 2011
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Trend in Late or No Prenatal Care

3 St. Lucie County 2004 - 2011
©

%

g 7.0 6.1 6.4 6.1

c 6.0 -

3

S 5.0 -

£ 40

£ ,

(7}

£ 30 -

. 20 -

S 1.0 -

o

nq-, 0.0 T T T T T T T 1

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics, Florida Birth Certificate (Florida CHARTS)
Data Note: Data are not comparable to data prior to 2004 due to changes in the measurement process. Births with unknown information as to
when prenatal care began are excluded from the denominator.
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Births in St. Lucie County to self-pay (uninsured) women have improved notably in recent years.

Birth certificates have a code for “self-pay” which indicates the mother was uninsured. Uninsured
women are more likely to avoid prenatal care, resulting in potentially more risks to mother and baby at
birth, as well as uncompensated costs to hospitals. Using this measure, 2.3 percent of pregnant women
in St. Lucie County were uninsured in 2011. St. Lucie County compares favorably to all three peer
counties and is far below the state rate. Further, the trend has declined (improved) each year since
2007.

Births to Uninsured Women 2011
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012

CHILD HEALTH AND EDUCATION

Medicaid is the primary payment source for over half of the births in St. Lucie County.

An indication of access to prenatal care for low-income women includes the count of births covered by
Medicaid. In St. Lucie County, 59.6 percent of births are covered by Medicaid. St. Lucie County exceeds
two of three peer counties in terms of the percentage of Medicaid paid births and is higher than the
state rate of 49.8 percent. The rate has increased in recent years.
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
CHILD HEALTH AND EDUCATION

Mothers’ Risk Factors

Risk factors for poor birth outcomes include births to teen mothers and poorly educated mothers. Births
to teens present a variety of health challenges. Teen mothers are less likely than older mothers to start
prenatal care in a timely way and to receive adequate prenatal care. Babies born to teens are more
likely to be low birth weight. Additionally, teen mothers often have a lower educational level. Each of
these factors contributes to developmental problems and costly interventions by the health care
system.

St. Lucie County has made progress in decreasing teen births among older teens (age 15-19) and has
made particular progress in decreasing babies born to very young teens (10-14 year old girls).

Births to very young teens (age 10-14) present significant health challenges for both mother and baby.
St. Lucie County has been fortunate to see a marked decrease in births to very young teens in the past
nine years. Two births to very young teens occurred in 2011. The rate of 0.2 percent per 1,000 females
10 to 14 is lower than the state rate and lower than two peer counties.
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
CHILD HEALTH AND EDUCATION

Older teens (age 15-19) accounted for 273 births in St. Lucie County in 2011. The rate of births to older
teens in St. Lucie County is 32.6 (per 1,000 females age 15-19). This rate is slightly higher than the state
rate of 29.1, but is lower than all three peer counties. Additionally, the trend in births to older teens has
dropped notably over the past decade.
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
CHILD HEALTH AND EDUCATION

One in six new mothers (over age 18) in St. Lucie County has less than a high school education, putting
children at risk of developmental delays in language and social skills.

Under-educated mothers put infants at risk of delayed development of language and social skills. In St.
Lucie County in 2011, 438 births were to mothers over 18 with less than a high school education. The
rate of 15.4 percent is slightly above the state rate of 13.5 percent, but is below the rates in two of three
peer counties. Considerable progress has been made over the past nine years, as the trend has
continuously decreased from a high of 27 percent in 2003.
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
CHILD HEALTH AND EDUCATION

Infant Health

Low birth weight outcomes are below the state rate and two of three peer counties.

Low birth weight and infant deaths are two key public health outcomes that health professionals seek to
deter through adequate prenatal care and proper nutrition. Low birth weight (less than 2,500 grams)
infants are more likely to have severe developmental delays, birth defects, or long-term disabilities,
including lower educational attainment. Infant deaths are tragedies for both families and communities
and serve as an indicator of the community’s public and private health systems. The key contributing
factors to infant mortality are low birth weight and premature birth.

St. Lucie County had 438 low birth weight births in 2011, 8.1 percent of total births. The St. Lucie rate
was lower than the state rate of 8.7 percent, and lower than the rate in two of three peer counties. The
rate has fluctuated over the past ten years, with a high of 8.9 in 2010 to a low of 8.0 in 2005 and 2006.

Decreasing rates are a positive outcome.
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
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There were 14 infant deaths (deaths occurring within 364 days of birth) in St. Lucie County in 2011 for a
rate of 4.7 per 1,000 births. The rate is below the state rate and lower than all three peer counties. The
trend in infant mortality had ranged between 6.5 and 7.6 for the previous five years before declining in
2011. However, there is a disparity with the Black infant death rate, which has been increasing for the
past several years and has averaged three times more than the white rate over the past five years

(Source:

Florida CHARTS).
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
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Child Health

At 94.5%, the level of WIC participation in St. Lucie County is higher than the state rate and two peer
counties. Participation has increased notably in the past five years.

Good nutrition is essential to the health and development of infants and children. Poor nutrition can
result in cognitive and physical impairments in children that can last a lifetime. The Department of
Health administers the Women, Infants, and Children’s Program (WIC) to provide access to nutrition
education and food supplements for economically disadvantaged mothers and children. For 2010, WIC
participation in St. Lucie County was 94.5 percent of those eligible for the program, superior to the state
rate of 86.6 percent. St. Lucie County had a higher participation rate than two of three peer counties.
The trend in participation has increased over the past five years, moving from 75.7 percent in 2007 to
the current 94.5 percent.
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
CHILD HEALTH AND EDUCATION

Most children (94.7%) in St. Lucie County start Kindergarten with up-to-date immunizations and the
rate in St. Lucie exceeded all three peer counties.

It is critical for school aged children to be up to date on immunizations to avoid transmission of
infectious diseases, such as measles, mumps, whooping cough and similar potentially serious diseases.

In 2011, 94.7 percent of Kindergarten students started school with up-to-date immunizations. St. Lucie
County was above the state rate and the rates of all three peer counties.

The county rate fluctuated between 89 percent and 96 percent between 2002 and 2011.
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St. Lucie County has made progress in reducing the rate of gastrointestinal ilinesses (enteric disease)
among children under six.

Young children are especially vulnerable to a group of communicable diseases that lead to diarrhea, or
bacterial and viral infections of the gastrointestinal tract. These gastrointestinal diseases, known as
enteric disease, are caused by bacteria, parasites, or viruses and include Campylobacteriosis, Giardiasis,
Hepatitis A, Salmonellosis, and Shigellosis. According to the National Institute of Health, diarrhea is the
second most common infectious illness in the U.S., accounting for one out of every six (16 percent)
infectious diseases. Many of the pathogens that cause these diseases are transmitted through
contaminated food or water. A person must ingest the organism to become infected; therefore
transmission is hand to mouth.

The rate of 265.3 per 100,000 for St. Lucie County was well below the state rate of 344.7 and well below
the rates in two of the three peer counties. The trend has fluctuated over the past decade, with
improvements for the past three years.
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St. Lucie County’s child death rate has declined over the past 10 years.

The child death rate in 2011 for St. Lucie County was 21.6 per 100,000 children age one to 19. The rate is
below the 3-year state rate of 27.6, and is below all three peer counties. The current rate is the lowest
in the past ten years.

In St. Lucie County, from 2002-2011, there were 208 deaths of children age 1-19. In 2011, there were 14
deaths of children age 1-19 and, in 2010, 17 deaths occurred. Of the 2010 deaths, most (8) were
unintentional injuries. Of the 8 deaths due to unintentional injuries, four included children age 1-4 and
four included children age 15-19.
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Causes of Child Deaths

Age 1-19) by Gender and Race/Ethnicity 2010
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
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Teen Substance Abuse

The 2010 population estimates for St. Lucie County include 16,517 younger adolescents ages 10-14 and
17,036 older adolescents ages 15-19. Substance abuse by teens, including tobacco, alcohol, and illicit
drugs, are community concerns due to the health risks to the teens and the family issues that often
accompany the substance abuse. Data relating to substance abuse among teens comes from the Florida
Youth Substance Abuse Survey (FYSAS), based on the Communities That Care Youth Survey (Hawkins
and Catalano), that measures the prevalence of alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use and delinquent
behavior. The 2010 FYSAS was administered to 1,394 St. Lucie County students in grades 6 through 12 in
the spring of 2010 (798 Middle, 596 High). The survey also was administered in each of the peer
counties. Quantitative indicators of substance abuse by adolescents include:

B Tobacco use
o Use by middle school students
o Use by high school students

®  Alcohol use
o Use by middle school students
o Use by high school students

®  Marijuana use
o Use by middle school students
o Use by high school students

®  [llicit drug use
o Use by middle school students
o Use by high school students
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
CHILD HEALTH AND EDUCATION

Overview of Teen Substance Abuse

St. Lucie County’s younger teens engage in current use of alcohol, marijuana, and other illicit drug use
at rates that exceed the state rate, while the opposite is true of older teens.

Substance abuse presents a significant threat to the health and successful functioning of adolescents.

In terms of teen substance abuse, the rate for St. Lucie County’s middle school students was slightly
higher than the state rates for tobacco use (5.4%), alcohol use (19.6%), marijuana use (6.9%), and other
illicit drug use (12.3%).

For older teens (high school students), the data were relatively more positive. The rate for St. Lucie
County’s older teens was below the state rates for tobacco use (11.4%), alcohol use (37.2%), marijuana
use (18.4%), and other illicit drug use (9.1%). The rate of substance abuse for St. Lucie County’s older
teens was lower than the rates in peer counties for tobacco use and alcohol use, but higher for
marijuana use and use of illicit drugs other than marijuana.

3 e m .l o Page 149 of 447
g é"ﬁéﬁﬁ’}ﬁ’&’ PERFORMANCE
ud %wmon B IMPNOVﬂ



A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
CHILD HEALTH AND EDUCATION

Tobacco Use

Nearly one-third (30.0%) of St. Lucie County students reported trying cigarettes on at least one occasion
in their lifetimes and 8.8 percent reported use in the past 30 days, as reported in the 2010 Florida Youth
Substance Abuse Survey. On a positive note, however, the past 30 day tobacco use decreased
substantially in the past 10 years, dropping from 21.9 percent in 2000 to 8.8 percent in 2010. Among
middle school students, 5.4 percent reported use in the past 30 days, while 11.4 percent of high school
students reported 30 day use of tobacco. The rate in St. Lucie was slightly lower than the state rate at
both the middle school and high school levels. Compared to peer counties, the St. Lucie County rate was
below each of the peer counties for high school, and below two of three peer counties for middle
school.

Tobacco Use Within Past 30 Days 2010
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Rates for tobacco use are declining for both middle and high school students from the highs in 2000.

Trend in Ever Tried Tobacco for
Middle and High School Students
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Source: 2010 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey
Data note: 2002 trend data not included for St. Lucie County in the 2010 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey report
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Alcohol Use

As reported in the 2010 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey, alcohol is the most commonly used drug
among St. Lucie County students. Of the students surveyed, 55.4 percent reported use of alcohol on at
least one occasion in their lifetimes and 29.5 percent reported the use in the past 30 days, including 19.6
percent at middle school and 37.2 percent at high school. Notably, the past 30 day alcohol use
decreased substantially in the past 10 years, dropping from 42.1 percent in 2000 to 29.5 percent in
2010. Binge drinking (defined as the consumption of five or more drinks in a row within the last two
weeks) was reported by 12.9 percent of students overall, including 7.9 percent of middle school
students and 16.8 percent of high school students. Compared to the state rates, St. Lucie currently
exceeds the state rate for middle school, but is slightly below the state rate for high school. Compared
to peer counties, the rate for middle school students (19.6%) was higher than peer counties, while the
rate for high school students (37.2%) was lower than all but one peer county.

Alcohol Use Within Past 30 Days 2010
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Rates for alcohol use declined for high school students from 2000 to 2008, but increased slightly in 2010.
For middle school students, rates were highest in 2000, then increased slightly from 2004 to 2008, and
dropped slightly in 2010.

Trend in Ever Tried Alcohol for
Middle and High School Students
o St. Lucie County 2000 - 2010 (Even Years)
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Data note: 2002 trend data not included for St. Lucie County in the 2010 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey report
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
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Marijuana Use

About one-fourth (23.6%) of youth in St. Lucie County reported having used marijuana in their lifetime,
and 13.4 percent reported use within the past 30 days. Past 30 day marijuana use has declined in St.
Lucie County over the past 10 years, dropping from 16.8 percent in 2000 to 13.4 percent in 2010. The
2010 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey reports that the 30 day use rates for middle school students
was 6.9 percent, while the rate was 18.4 percent for high school students. St. Lucie rates were higher
than the state rates for middle and about the same for high school students. St Lucie rates were about
the same in two peer counties, but compared negatively to one peer county for each age group.

Marijuana Use Within Past 30 Days 2010
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Rates for marijuana use have declined from the high of 48.4 percent in 2000. From 2004 to 2010, rates
for high school students have been within the range of 31.8 percent to 35.6 percent. For middle school
students, the high of 20.5 percent also occurred in 2000. Since then (2004 to 2010), middle school rates
have been within the range of 10.8 percent to 13 percent.

Trend in Ever Tried Marijuana for
Middle and High School Students
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
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lllicit Drug Use

More than one in every five (22.5%) St. Lucie County students reported at least one use of an illicit drug
other than marijuana in their lifetimes, and 10.5 percent reported use in the past 30 days. Unlike the
other substances (tobacco, alcohol, marijuana), illicit drug use has increased over the past eight years
(data available from 2004, 2006, 2008 and 2010). The 2010 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey
reports that the rate of 30 day use was higher for middle school students (12.3%) than for high school
students (9.1%). The rate for middle school students was higher than the state rate, while the rate for
high school students was lower than the state rate. Rates in St. Lucie were higher than all three peer
counties at the middle school level and higher than two peer counties at the high school level.

lllicit Drug Use Use (Other Than Marijuana) Within Past 30 Days 2010
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lllicit Drug Use Use (Other Than Marijuana) Within Past 30 Days 2010

High School Students
10.0% - Florida
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Source: 2010 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey
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In terms of use of specific illegal drugs, students responding in 2010 reported the following:

Illicit Drug Use in Past 30 Days
Percent Middle School Percent High School
Club drugs* 0.5 1.6
LSD, PCP or Mushrooms 0.5 1.5
Methamphetamine 1.0 0.6
Cocaine or Crack Cocaine 0.4 0.9
Heroin 0.4 0.4

*Ecstasy, Rohypnol, GHB and ketamine are provided as examples in the question about club drugs

Rates for illicit drug use (other than marijuana) have stayed within a narrow range from 2004 to 2010.
Rates for middle school students have ranged from 21.3 to 23.9 percent. Rates for high school students
have varied more, ranging from 21.4 to 25.9 percent.

Trend in Ever Tried lllicit Drugs Other than Marijuana
for Middle and High School Students
St. Lucie County 2004 - 2010 (Even Years)
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Source: 2010 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey
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St. Lucie County enrolled 39,259 students for the 2010-11 school year. Enrollment increased steadily
from 2002 to 2008 when enrollment peaked with over 40,000 students.

Public School Enroliment
45,000 - St. Lucie County 2001/02 - 2010/11
40,342 29959
40,000 - 38,164 38,837 38,930 =%
S 35,000 -
£
>
2
30,000 -
25,000 -
20,000 T T T T T T T T T 1
2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

Currently, there are 41 schools in St. Lucie County.

This section presents data from the Florida Department of Education on indicators relating to
elementary and secondary education, including:

= Students absent 21 days or more

= Kindergarten readiness

* Reading proficiency at 3™ and 10" grade (FCAT Reading)
*  Math proficiency at 3 and 10" grade (FCAT Math)

= High school graduation

" Dropout rate

(Note: Free and reduced lunch appears under Economic Status of Families)
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Overview of Education Outcomes

Regular school attendance for students in St. Lucie County public schools improved in 2010-11
compared to the prior year. In terms of reading achievement, St. Lucie students scored slightly lower at
3" grade and about the same in 10™" grade compared to peer counties, but was below the state rate at
both grade levels. For math achievement, St. Lucie students scored higher than two of three peer
counties at 3" grade and lower than all three peer counties at 10" grade. Fewer children start
Kindergarten ready to learn compared to children statewide and in peer counties. St. Lucie is above the
state in terms of dropout rate, but compares favorably to two of three peer counties. For the graduation
rate, St. Lucie is below the state rate and below two of three peer counties.
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Regular School Attendance

The rate of absences among St. Lucie County students has fallen to its lowest level in four years, but
still exceeds the state rate.

Regular school attendance is essential to school success. Students who are not in school cannot learn.
Missing 21 days or more deprives a student of a month of school days.

The number of students absent 21 days or more in St. Lucie County has fallen to its lowest level in four
years, but still far exceeds the state rate and the rates in peer counties. For the most recent year (2010-
11), 14 percent of students missed 21 days or more.

16.0% -
14.0% -
12.0% -
10.0% -

Students Absent 21 or More Days 2010-11

Florida

8.0% -
6.0% -
4.0% -
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9.5%

St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

16.00%

15.50%

15.00%
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14.50%

14.00%

13.50%

13.00%

Trend in Students Absent 21 or More Days
St. Lucie County 2007-08 - 2010-11

15.4%

2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11

Source: Florida Department of Education, Education Information & Accountability Services (EIAS), Florida School Indicators Report
Note: Reporting changed in 2007-08. Prior to this year, only separate rates for elementary, middle and high are reported, with no district totals.
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Kindergarten Readiness

Almost nine out of ten St. Lucie County students start school ready to learn, but the number falls
below the state rate and the rates in peer counties.

In terms of St. Lucie County’s Kindergarten readiness, based on the Early Screening Inventory-
Kindergarten (ESI-K), 87.6 percent were classified as ready for school, slightly below the state rate of
88.5 percent. The rate has generally trended upward, however, over the past six years.

School Readiness at Kindergarten Entry 2009-10

Percent

Florida
88.5%

St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

Trend in School Readiness at Kindergarten Entry
St. Lucie County 2004-05 - 2009-10
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Source: Florida Department of Education, Education Information & Accountability Services (EIAS), Florida School Indicators Report
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Proficiency in Reading and Math

St. Lucie County students are slightly below the state rate in the percentage proficient in reading at
3rd and 10" grade, while slightly above the state rate in math at 3™ grade.

While 53 percent of all third grade students were proficient in reading, the proficiency rate in St. Lucie
County was slightly above two peer counties and the state rate. For tenth grade students, 45 percent
were proficient in reading, lower than the state rate, but similar to two of three peer counties. The
percent proficient increased slightly in 2009-10 from the previous three years, then fell in 2011-12 with
the new scoring criteria. (Students that score Achievement Level 3 and above in reading and
mathematics are considered on grade level, proficient, or advanced.)

FCAT Reading 2012
90% - Percent Scoring 3 or Above

80% -

0, 4
70% Florida 3rd
60% - 56%

0,
>0% Florida 10th
40% - 50%

30% -
20% -
10% -
0% -

50% 50%

Percent Scoring 3 or Above

St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

H3rd Grade H 10th Grade
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Source: Florida Department of Education, Education Information & Accountability Services (EIAS), Florida School Indicators Repo
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In math, St. Lucie students fell below the state rate in tenth grade. St. Lucie was above two of three peer
counties in terms of third grade students proficient, but below all three peer counties in 10" grade
students proficient. The percent proficient in math increased to the highest level of the decade in the
past two years. (Note: FCAT math scores for 2011-2012 were not available at the time of this report.)
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FCAT Math: Percent Scoring 3 or Above
St. Lucie County 2001/02 - 2010/11
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Source: Florida Department of Education, Education Information & Accountability Services (EIAS), Florida School Indicators Report
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Graduation from High School

St. Lucie County schools are below the state average in graduation and above the state average for
dropout rates.

A total of 78.7 percent of St. Lucie County public high school students graduated in 2010-11, which was
below the state rate of 81.2 percent, and below two of three peer counties (using the Florida
Graduation Rate). Generally, graduation rates in St. Lucie County have improved over the past six years,
and, statewide, Florida’s high school graduation rate also has consistently increased, rising from 72.4
percent in 2006-07 to 81.2 percent in 2010-11.

Graduation Rates 2010-11
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70%

65%
St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

Trend in Graduation Rates
St. Lucie County 2001/02 - 2010/11
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Source: Florida Department of Education, Education Information & Accountability Services (EIAS), Florida School Indicators Report Note: Florida’s regular rate counts all
diploma recipients as graduates. This includes standard and special diplomas and all GEDs. The St. Lucie County United Way requested this rate for the report. Florida also
calculates the National Governor’s Association (NGA) Compact graduation rate, which includes both standard and special diploma recipients as graduates, but excludes
GEDs as graduates, both regular and adult. In addition, students who transfer to adult education are not included in this calculation. This graduation rate is currently used
in Florida’s school accountability system in the high school grades calculation.
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The dropout rate in St. Lucie County was 2.2 percent in 2010-11, slightly higher than the state rate of 1.9
percent, but lower than two peer counties.

Dropout Rates 2010-11

3.5% -
3.0% -

2.5% -
2.0% -

Florida
1.9%

1.5% -
1.0% -

Percent of 9-12 Enrollment
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St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

Source: Florida Department of Education, Education Information & Accountability Services (EIAS), Florida School Indicators Report

Trend in Dropout Rates
St. Lucie County 2000/01 - 2010/11

3.0 1 2.6%
0,

23% 5y 2.3%
2.0%

2.5 - 2.2%

2.0 1 1.6%
15 -

1.0 -

Percent of 9-12 Enroliment

0.0 T T T T T T T T T T 1

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

Source: Florida Department of Education, Education Information & Accountability Services (EIAS), Florida School Indicators Report
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This section presents data from the Florida Children and Families on indicators relating to child welfare
and mental health, including:

= Child abuse rates
=  Abused/neglected children reunified with their families within 12 months
= Qutcomes for seriously emotionally disturbed children

o Days in the community (not institutionalized)
o School attendance
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Overview of Child Welfare and Mental Health Outcomes

St. Lucie County was above the 2011-2012 (Jan-May) state rate for child abuse/neglect. However, the
rate decreased in St. Lucie County, while statewide rates slightly increased. Reunifications for
abused/neglected children in the Central Region were even with the state rate for 2010-11. The region
compares favorably to the state and peer region in terms of outcomes for children with serious
emotional disturbances.
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Child Welfare

The child abuse/neglect rate in St. Lucie County is above the state rate. However, the rate decreased
in St. Lucie County, while statewide rates slightly increased.

Using data from the Department of Children and Families (DCF), the rate of abuse and neglect (all age
children) in St. Lucie County is above the state rate, but below the rates in two peer counties for the
period of 2011/Jan-May 2012.

The three-year trend for child abuse in St. Lucie County shows a decline each year. (Data for 2008 and
earlier is not available.)
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Source: Florida Department of Children and Families, Performance Measures Dashboard, 2012
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Reunifications for abused/neglected children in the Central Region (including St. Lucie County) have
decreased slightly, while rates have improved statewide.

Data for reunifications is reported by DCF region only. St. Lucie and Marion are in the Central Region.
The Central Region includes Brevard, Citrus, Hardee, Hernando, Highlands, Indian River, Lake, Marion
Martin, Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola, Polk, Seminole, St. Lucie, and Sumter. Suncoast Region was
selected as the peer region. This region includes Charlotte, Collier, DeSoto, Glades, Hendry,
Hillsborough, Lee, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, and Sarasota.

Of all the abused and neglected children who were removed from their homes in the DCF Central Region
(which includes St. Lucie County), about 68 percent were reunited with their families within 12 months,
for 2010-2011. This is up from 65.3 percent reported for the 2009-10 fiscal year. For the first half of the
2011-12 fiscal year, the rate dropped slightly to 67.1 percent.

Children Reunified within 12 Months i Central Region
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Source: Florida Department of Children and Families, Performance Measures Dashboard, 2012
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Children’s Mental Health

Outcomes for children with serious emotional disturbances compare favorably to the state and peer
region.

Data for children’s mental health is reported by DCF region only. St. Lucie and Marion are in the Central
Region. The Central Region includes Brevard, Citrus, Hardee, Hernando, Highlands, Indian River, Lake,
Marion, Martin, Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola, Polk, Seminole, St. Lucie, and Sumter. Suncoast Region
was selected as the peer region. This region includes Charlotte, Collier, DeSoto, Glades, Hendry,
Hillsborough, Lee, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, and Sarasota.

Seriously emotional disturbed (SED) children in the DCF Central Region (which includes St. Lucie County)
spent about 353 days (annualized) in the community in 2010-11. This rate is higher than the state rate of
345 days and higher than the peer region (Suncoast). The rate is up from 344 days reported for the
2009-10 fiscal year. In the Central Region, the rate has decreased for the first half of the current fiscal
year.

The school attendance rate for SED children in the Central Region of 91 percent is about the same as the
state rate for 2010-11. The rate is slightly higher than the peer region (Suncoast). The rate is up from 90
percent reported for the 2009-10 fiscal year. In the Central Region, the rate has decreased for the first
half of the current fiscal year.
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School Days SED Children Attended H Central Region
H Suncoast Region
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Page 171 of 447

O mseanse TR
] b



A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
CHILD HEALTH AND EDUCATION

COMMUNITY RESPONSE TO CHILD HEALTH AND EDUCATION

Children in Household
Almost one-third have children in the household.

The percentage of households in the telephone survey with children (30%) is similar to results from 2007
(28%). This compares to 24.8% in the 2010 U.S. Census. The ages of those children is also similar,
though fewer respondents in 2012 have children aged 17 to 18 in the home (13% overall compared to
22% in 2007).

Children in the Household

2012 2007

Has children under 18 in the household 30% 28%
Has children in age group (among those with children)

Birth to 3 years old 28% 31%

4 to 5 years old 19% 23%

6 to 12 years old 46% 43%

13 to 16 years old 41% 41%

17 to 18 years old 13% 22%

There is clearly an issue with children being viewed as a priority in St. Lucie County.

The community leaders and services providers in the focus groups indicated a need to reconnect people
without children at home to the needs of the school systems.

“We need to capture the working community that doesn't have children in school or the
retired community that has long since been done with education.”

In the telephone survey, only 20% agree that their community is committed to providing services for
children, with a majority of respondents (52%) giving a neutral response to this question.

My Community is Committed to Providing Services for Children

M Agree (Rating of 10-8) ® Neutral (Rating of 7-4) @ Disagree (Rating of 3-1)

2012
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0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Please rate the following questions related to children in St. Lucie County using a 10-point scale, with 10 being totally agree and 1 being totally
disagree - Q. 41: My community is committed to providing services for children
Note: Asked among respondents that have children under 18 years old in the household.
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Child Care and After School Care

A minority of children are enrolled in after school care or child care programs.

Among telephone survey respondents with children ages 6 to 12 in the household, three in ten (29%)
have them enrolled in some sort of after school program. Among households with children under 5,
almost half use some sort of child care. Although the base size of respondents that use child care is low,
half of them (50%) report using a child care facility and another two in ten (20%) use a faith-based

program.

Additional Care for Children (2012)

Children 6 to 12 enrolled in after school program 29%

Children under 5 in child care 45%

Type of child care setting among those enrolled
Child care facility 50%
In your own home 20%
Faith-based pre-school or child care center 20%
Home of relative 10%
Family home care setting, not operated by a relative 10%
Care provided at your school 5%
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Youth Recreation
More activities are needed for teens.

In the telephone survey, more parents agree that there are enough recreational programs for children
(30%) compared to 18% in 2007. Almost as many agree (26%) there are enough after school programs
for children. (This question was not asked in 2007.)

However, 23% of parents in the 2012 phone survey still reported major issues with finding after school
activities for teenagers compared to 26% in 2007. This remains the largest youth issue, with almost half
(45%) considering it at least a minor issue.

Agreement that Youth Recreation Opportunities are Sufficient

m Agree (Rating of 10-8) m Neutral (Rating of 7-4) m Disagree (Rating of 3-1)
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Please rate the following questions related to children in St. Lucie County using a 10-point scale, with 10 being totally agree and 1 being totally
disagree - Q. 36: There are enough recreational programs for my children and Q. 38: There are enough after school programs for children
Note: Asked among respondents that have children under 18 years old in the household.

Issues with Finding After School Activities For My Teenagers

W Major issue ™ Minor issue

2007

2012
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Please tell me if this has been a major issue, a minor issue, or not an issue for your household with children over the last 12 months - Q. 45:
Finding after school activities for my teenagers
Note: Asked among respondents that have children under 18 years old in the household.
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Youth Health

Respondents report fewer issues with teen tobacco use.

In the telephone survey, issues with teen use of tobacco (18%) are lower compared to 2007 (25%),
including a reduction in major issues from 13% to 8%. However, major issues with teen drug and alcohol
abuse increased to 17%, up from 10% in 2007. Slightly fewer respondents report issues with children’s
weight or behavioral and emotional issues.

A comparison of the data from the telephone survey to the 2010 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey
suggests that parents perceive greater issues with tobacco, alcohol and drug use/abuse than high school
and middle school students are willing to admit.

Youth Health Issues

H Major issue ® Minorissue

2007

drug and
alcohol
abuse

2012

2007
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2012
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Please tell me if this has been a major issue, a minor issue, or not an issue for your household with children over the last 12 months - Q. 46:
Teenage drug and alcohol abuse, Q. 47: Children with weight problems, Q. 48: Children with behavioral and emotional problems, and Q. 49:
Teenage use of tobacco

Note: Asked among respondents that have children under 18 years old in the household.
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Education
There is little improvement in the perception of St. Lucie County schools.

Only 15% agree that St. Lucie County public school students are well prepared for college, which
compares to 17% in 2007. If there is any improvement in the perception of quality of education it is that
nearly half of respondents (46%) are neutral on this question, with a reduction in the percent that
disagree to 39% from 50% in 2007.

Most residents continue to agree that there is a need for more parenting education classes or services
(54% compared to 57% in 2007).

Agreement that Educational Opportunities are Sufficient

M Agree (Rating of 10-8) M Neutral (Rating of 7-4) i Disagree (Rating of 3-1)
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Please rate the following questions related to children in St. Lucie County using a 10-point scale, with 10 being totally agree and 1 being totally
disagree - Q. 39: St. Lucie public school students are well prepared for college and Q. 40: There is a need for more parenting education classes
or services

Note: Asked among respondents that have children under 18 years old in the household.

However, there are indications that new programs and partnerships are in place to improve
education.

Community leaders and service providers in the focus groups talked about the new Kids at Hope
initiative which has been introduced in St. Lucie County schools. This program is seen as being effective
and benefiting students.

“It is an initiative through schools that is a wonderful benefit for students.”

“The schools are changing the mindset and culture. It’s nurturing the children so they are
thinking about their future.”

“We now have treasure hunters where teachers are finding a treasure in every child.”
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“Attendance rates have increased and there have been less discipline problems.”
“This has raised awareness in our schools.”

Further, focus group respondents mentioned that partnerships exist with businesses which are working
with schools and becoming more involved in the community.

“Business partners have been supporting schools by providing donations, judging
spelling bees, and providing support that is actionable and present.”

“I see more businesses like Wal-Mart, Publix, and Tropicana being actively involved in
the community.”

“The world’s largest publisher of educational materials (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) has
chosen our school district to partner with and, as a result, we are making strides and
doing innovative things.”

Community leaders and service providers also pointed out in the focus groups that even if they are
properly prepared to go to college, they cannot afford it and cannot get scholarships to help with costs.

“People here can’t afford to go to college and they can’t get help because they don’t
meet the qualifications.”
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ADULT HEALTH AND FUNCTIONING
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STRATEGIC DIRECTION FOR ADULT HEALTH AND FUNCTIONING

The adult health and functioning chapter includes the following:

Health Care Access

Behavioral Risk Factors

Death Rates and Causes of Death
Communicable and Infectious Diseases
Chronic Diseases

Adult Mental Health

Analysis

Indicator data for adult health and functioning suggest that St. Lucie County residents have numerous
problems which exist at greater rates than the state and peer counties. However, the county is better
on some indicators. Health problems tend to be more prevalent for residents with incomes under
$25,000 and those with less than a high school education. A summary of several key measures follows:

Health Care Access

= Lack of health insurance — There continues to be a lack of health insurance for many adults in St.
Lucie County which limits the access to health care. As of 2010, the Department of Health
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) survey showed that 18.3% of all adults do
not have health care insurance. In addition, the 2010 U.S. Census American Community Survey
indicates that 33% of St. Lucie County residents age 18 to 64 do not have health insurance. This
compares to 25% who were without health insurance in the Agency for Health Care
Administration Florida Insurance 2004 Study.

Behavioral Risk Factors

= Poor health — 22.9% of adults stated their overall health was “fair” or “poor.” This is higher for
the less educated (48.8%), low income (35.4%), and people over the age of 45 (27.2%).

= QObesity — The percentage of those residents who are obese has increased from 21.9% in 2002 to
31.4% in 2010.

= Smoking — There has been a reduction in the number of adults who are smokers (19.4% in 2010,
down from 28.1% in 2002).

Death Rates and Causes of Death

= Death rates — As a percentage of the population, death rates in St. Lucie County have generally
decreased (128.1 per 10,000 residents). Major cardiovascular disease and malignant neoplasms
continue to be the leading causes of death.
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Communicable and Infectious Diseases

= AIDS rate — The St. Lucie County AIDS rate of 38.5 per 100,000 residents in 2010 is the highest
rate in the state. St. Lucie is above the state rate (16.9) for AIDS cases and the rate has been
increasing since 2007.

= HIV rate — The rate of new HIV cases for St. Lucie County in 2010 was 27.0 per 100,000 residents
which is higher than the state rate of 26.5. St. Lucie ranks 10" among Florida counties in terms

of the rate of HIV infection.

Chronic Diseases

= |liness and death from chronic disease — While St. Lucie County compares favorably to state
rates on most age adjusted death rates from most causes, it compares poorly to the state rate
for deaths from skin cancer. St. Lucie County also compares poorly to the state rate in terms of
hospitalizations for coronary heart disease, congestive heart failure, and stroke.

Adult Mental Health

= Days in the community — Adults in St. Lucie County with severe and persistent mental illness
spent more days in the community (as opposed to being in an institution) than similarly
diagnosed adults in the state overall.
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INDICATORS

There are an estimated 215,781 adults (ages 18 and older) in St. Lucie County including:

6,787 older teens (ages 18 to 19)
14,680 young adults (ages 20 to 24)
64,727 adults ages 25 to 44

74,209 adults ages 45 to 64

55,378 adults 65 and older

Adults represent 78 percent of the 2010 population in St. Lucie County (277,789). Indicators of adult
health were addressed using data from the Department of Health. A snapshot of adult mental health is
provided by district performance data from the Department of Children and Families, Mental Health
Program Office. The indicators addressed for adult health and functioning are categorized as:

Health care access

Behavioral risk characteristics

Death rates

Communicable and infectious diseases
Chronic diseases

Mental health
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Health Care Access

In a 2004 study, St. Lucie County had a higher rate of its residents under the age of 65 uninsured, that
is, lacking health care insurance, than the state as a whole and the three peer counties. Telephone
surveys in 2002, 2007, and 2010 of all age adults also show that St. Lucie County has a higher rate of
uninsured than the state rate and the rate in two of three peer counties.

Health care access is an important indicator of overall health of the community. A critical factor in health
care access is health care insurance. A 2004 study by the University of Florida for the Agency for Health
Care Administration reported that 25 percent of St. Lucie County residents under age 65 were
uninsured, that is, they had no reported health care insurance. St. Lucie County’s rate of uninsured for
residents under the age of 65 exceeded the rate in each of the three peer counties and exceeded the
statewide rate of 19 percent. A similar study was completed previously in 1999, providing some
comparative data. From 1999 to 2004, the statewide percentage of Floridians under age 65 who were
uninsured increased from 16.8% to 19.2%. This is an increase of 2.4 percentage points. During the same
time period, rates of uninsured in St. Lucie County increased by nine percentage points, surpassing the
statewide increase.

The Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) Survey (2002, 2007, and 2010) conducted by the
Department of Health included a question to adults of all ages asking if they had any type of health care
insurance coverage. In each survey, the percentage uninsured in St. Lucie County was higher than the
state rate and higher than two of the three peer counties. The rate, however, has decreased in St. Lucie
on each administration of the BRFSS.

The table below compares the years where data are available, from the three sources.

Uninsured Rates: No Reported Health Care Insurance

i 2010" 2007" 2004’ 2002" 1999°
All adults All adults Under age 65 All adults Under age 65

St. Lucie 18.3% 20.7% 25% 23.0% 16%
Lake 10.5% 16.6% 20% 15.9% 14%
Manatee 17.3% 18.5% 21% 16.7% 20%
Marion 19.6% 23.7% 20% 19.7% 17%
Statewide 17.0% 18.6% 19% 18.7% 17%
Sources:

'Department of Health, Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) Survey (2002, 2007, and 2010)
2Agency for Health Care Administration, Florida Health Insurance Study 2004, County Estimates, August 2005
3The Florida Health Insurance Study Volume 6:The Small Area Analysis, October 2000

There continues to be a lack of health insurance for many adults in St. Lucie County which limits the
access to health care. As of 2010, the Department of Health Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System
(BRFSS) survey showed that 18.3% of all adults do not have health care insurance. In addition, the 2010
U.S. Census American Community Survey indicates that 33% of St. Lucie County residents age 18 to 64
do not have health insurance. This compares to 25% who were without health insurance in the Agency
for Health Care Administration Florida Insurance 2004 Study.

Page 183 of 447

o i S |
LSN/ d RESEARCH PERFORMANCE
L > GROUP INC EyaLUATION &IMPROVEMENT
- . A BN



A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
ADULT HEALTH AND FUNCTIONING

The table shows data reported by the Department of Health for 2010 regarding health care coverage for
various demographic groups in St. Lucie County and peer counties. The table shows:

®  Fewer low and middle income adults with coverage in St. Lucie than two of three peer counties
and statewide.

®  Fewer Non-Hispanic white adults with coverage in St. Lucie than two of three peer counties and
statewide.

B Fewer young adults (age 18-44) with coverage in St. Lucie than all three peer counties and

statewide.
Percent of Adults with Any Type of Health Care Insurance Coverage
Group St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion Statewide
Annual income below $25,000 63.6% 76.0% 70.7% 60.8% 64.2%
Annual income $25,000-$50,000 78.9% 91.6 75.6% 96.2% 81.7%
Non-Hispanic White 84.9% 93.4% 89.6% 82.3% 87.3%
Non-Hispanic Black 79.5% No data No data 80.3% 76.1%
Hispanic No data No data No data 77.4% 70.3%
Age 18-44 62.7% 79.5% 66.2% 66.5% 73.0%
Age 45-64 86.4% 89.2% 86.7% 79.4% 83.4%
Age 65+ 98.9% 98.4% 100% 98.7% 98.0%
Less than HS 68.1% 77.5% 67.0% 48.0% 64.4%
HS/Some college 73.1% 89.0% 75.4% 75.9% 76.5%
4+ Years College 89.8% 91.2% 87.3% 89.8% 87.9%

Source: Department of Health, Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) Survey (2010)
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Behavioral Risk Factors

The Behavior Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) Survey provided information concerning measures
of personal health behaviors that contribute to morbidity and mortality. The telephone survey was
conducted by the Department of Health with a random sample of adults in St. Lucie County.

Health Status
m  78.6% Adults who have a personal doctor (2010)

- 54.2% age 18-44

- 56.4% for those with less than high school education
- 68.7% for those with income under $25,000

- 87.0% age 45-64

- 97.0% age 65+

B 22.9% Adults who say their overall health was “fair” or “poor” (2010)

- 48.8% for those with less than high school education
- 35.4% for those with income under $25,000

- 26.8% for ages 45-64

- 27.7% for ages 65 and older

® 61.6% Adults who visited a dentist or dental clinic in the past year (2010)

- 51.2% for those with less than high school education
- 64.6% for those with income under $25,000

- 72.3% for ages 65 and older

- 73.2% for ages 45-64

®  31.4% Adults who say they are obese (2010), up from 21.9% in 2002
- 28.5% for 65 and older
- 33.6% for men, 29.1% for women

- 32.3% for White, 35.4% for Black
- 43.4% for those with less than high school education

Lifestyle

B 19.4% Adults who are current smokers (2010), down from 28.1% in 2002

- 21.4% for men, 17.5% for women
- 20.9% for age 18-44, 35.6% for age 45-64, 7.9% for age 65+
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®  11.3% Adults who engage in heavy or binge drinking (2010), down from 12.4% in 2002

- 11.6% for men, 11.1% for women
- 17.8% for age 18-44, 9.2% for age 45-64, 5.8% for age 65+

®  23.9% Adults who consume at least 5 fruits and vegetables a day (2007)

- 16.3% for age 18-44, 28.3% for age 45-64, 32.2% for age 65+
- 29.7% for less than high school, 25.2% for high school/some college, 22.1% for
4+ years college

m 389% Adults who meet at least moderate physical activity recommendations (2007)
- 38.8% for age 18-44, 41.2% for age 45-64, 36.9% for age 65+

- 45.0% for less than HS, 34.8% for high school/some college, 40.6% for 4+ years
college
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Death Rates and Causes of Death

Cardiovascular diseases and cancers are the leading causes of death among adults in St. Lucie County.
The death rate for adults has decreased in the past six years, compared to 2001-2004.

Adult Deaths (Age 20-85+) and Death Rates 2001-2010

Year Number of Deaths Death Rate Per 10,000 Population 20 - 85+
2001 2,295 152.65 150,341
2002 2,260 144.91 155,959
2003 2,385 147.29 161,927
2004 2,374 136.31 174,157
2005 2,357 128.56 183,333
2006 2,425 121.80 199,097
2007 2,542 123.01 206,652
2008 2,540 121.53 209,006
2009 2,643 126.91 208,266
2010 2,682 128.10 209,361

Trend in Adult Death Rates
180 -
160 - 1°2.65 147.29
i 126.91
140 L44.91 128.56 123.01
120 - 136.31

100 - 121.80 121.53

128.10

80 -
60 -
40 -
20 -

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Source: Florida Department of Health, Florida Deaths, and Population Characteristics (Counts and Estimates, Community Health Assessment
Resource Tool Set (CHARTS)
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Causes of Adult Deaths (Age 20-85+) by Gender and Race/Ethnicity, 2010

Cause of Death Total White Black Other Male Female Hispanic Non-Hispanic

All Causes 2,682 2,347 304 29 1,421 1,261 115 2,559
Major Cardiovascular Diseases 852 749 93 10 455 397 32 817
Malignant Neoplasms 636 560 70 6 336 300 22 613
All Other Diseases 303 276 24 3 129 174 16 286
All Injuries 186 162 22 2 128 58 16 170
Chronic Lower Respiratory Diseases 178 161 15 2 94 84 3 174
Diabetes Mellitus 79 60 17 2 42 37 8 71
Nephritis, Nephrotic Syndrome & Nephrosis 76 62 13 1 45 31 3 73
Alzheimer's Disease 69 63 5 1 25 44 2 67
Infectious Diseases 59 44 15 0 33 26 1 58
Symptoms, Signs, Abnormal Clinical/Lab Findings 57 49 6 0 25 32 3 52
Chronic Liver Diseases & Cirrhosis 40 32 7 1 22 18 1 39
Influenza & Pneumonia 36 30 5 1 22 14 1 35
Other Respiratory System Dis 32 28 4 0 17 15 4 28
Parkinson's Disease 31 27 4 0 23 8 1 30
In Situ, Benign, Uncert/Unk Behavior Neoplasms 20 17 3 0 10 10 0 20
Pneumonitis Due To Solids & Liquids 8 7 1 0 5 3 0 8
Anemias 6 6 0 0 2 4 0 6
Cholelithiasis & Other Gallbladder Disorders 5 5 0 0 2 3 0 5
Other Circulatory System Disorders 3 3 0 0 2 1 2 1
Nutritional Deficiencies 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 1
Pneumoconiosis & Chemical Effects 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1
Peptic Ulcer 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1
Hernia 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1
Hyperplasia Of Prostate 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1
Congenital & Chromosomal Anomalies 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 1

Source: Florida Department of Health, County Behavioral Risk Factor Data, Community Health Assessment Resource Tool Set (CHARTS)

Causes of Adult Deaths (Age 20-85+) by Age, 2010

Cause of Death Total 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85+

All Causes 2,684 12 40 74 185 291 480 744 858
Major Cardiovascular Diseases 854 1 4 7 36 76 149 250 331
Malignant Neoplasms 636 0 5 11 44 91 168 212 105
All Other Diseases 303 0 1 5 20 30 38 68 141
All Injuries 186 9 22 35 37 17 21 22 23
Chronic Lower Respiratory Diseases 178 1 0 3 2 19 22 61 70
Diabetes Mellitus 79 0 1 3 12 11 23 18 11
Nephritis, Nephrotic Syndrome & Nephrosis 76 0 0 0 1 8 14 26 27
Alzheimer's Disease 69 0] 0 0 0 1 3 22 43
Infectious Diseases 59 0 4 B 16 8 7 11 10
Symptoms, Signs, Abnormal Clinical/Lab Findi 57 0 1 1 2 3 6 7 37
Chronic Liver Diseases & Cirrhosis 40 1 0 1 8 14 7 7 2
Influenza & Pneumonia 36 0 0 1 2 5 7 5 16
Other Respiratory System Dis 32 0 0 2 4 1 9 11 5
Parkinson's Disease 31 0 0 0 0 0 2 11 18
In Situ, Benign, Uncert/Unk Behavior Neoplas 20 0 1 0 1 3 3 6 6
Pneumonitis Due To Solids & Liquids 8 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 5
Anemias 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3
Cholelithiasis & Other Gallbladder Disorders 5 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 2
Other Circulatory System Disorders 3 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0
Nutritional Deficiencies 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Pneumoconiosis & Chemical Effects 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Peptic Ulcer 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Hernia 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Hyperplasia Of Prostate 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Congenital & Chromosomal Anomalies 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0,

Source: Florida Department of Health, Office of Vital Statistics, Community Health Assessment Resource Tool Set (CHARTS)
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This section presents data from the Florida Department of Health on indicators relating to
communicable and infectious diseases, including:

Vaccine preventable diseases
Sexually transmitted diseases
AIDS

HIV infection

Tuberculosis cases
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Overview of Communicable and Infectious Disease Outcomes

St. Lucie County has a lower rate of vaccine preventable illness than the state rate and all three peer
counties. The rate for sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) is lower than the state rate and two peer
counties, but St. Lucie County has the highest rate of AIDS cases in the state. The rates of tuberculosis
have dropped since 2006.
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Vaccine Preventable Disease

In addi
commu

six case

tion to information regarding the leading causes of death, the general health status of a
nity is reflected in indicators of communicable and infectious disease. In terms of vaccine
preventable disease (for vaccine-targeted age groups), for 2010, St. Lucie County has a rate of 0.7 per
100,000 population compared to the state rate of 1.0. For 2010, St. Lucie was below the state rate and
the rates in all three peer counties. St. Lucie had higher rates in 2008-2009, reflecting seven cases and

s respectively, compared to 0-2 cases for all other years.

Selected Vaccine Preventable Disease Rate 2010

1.4 -

Florida
1.0

Rates per 100,000

St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

Trend in Selected Vaccine Preventable Disease Rates

3 St. Lucie County, 2001 - 2010
7 2.6

Rate per 100,000

0 0
O '_. T . T
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of Epidemiology, Community Health Assessment Resource Tool Set (CHARTS)
Data Note: Includes Diphtheria, HiB < 5, Hepatitis B < 19, Measles < 19, Mumps, Rubella, Polio, Tetanus and Pertussis < 7
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Sexually Transmitted Disease

In 2010, there were 1,274 cases in St. Lucie County of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), the county
rate of 462.8 per 100,000 population was considerably lower than the state rate of 511 and compares
favorably to two of three peer counties. The rate increased substantially in 2008, then decreased for the
past two years. STD statistics are sometimes viewed as a marker for HIV risk behavior.

Sexually Transmitted Disease Rate 2010
600 - (Gonorrhea, Chlamydia & Infectious Syphilis Cases)

Florida
511

500

400

300

200

Rate per 100,000

100

St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of STD Prevention & Control, Community Health Assessment Resource Tool Set (CHARTS)

Trend in Sexually Transmitted Disease Rate
(Gonorrhea, Chlamydia & Infectious Syphilis Cases)
600 - St. Lucie County 2001 - 2010

488

476.2
500 462.8

400 -

300 -

Rate per 100,000
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2001 2002 2003 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of STD Prevention & Control Community Health Assessment Resource Tool Set (CHARTS)
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AIDS

In 2010, there were 107 AIDS cases in St. Lucie County. St. Lucie County has, by far, the highest rate of
AIDS cases in the state, and ranks eighth in terms of number of cases, behind the high population
counties. At 38.5 cases per 100,000 population, the rate of AIDS in St. Lucie County is far above the state
rate of 16.9 and the three peer counties. The rate trended downward from 2001 to 2007, but remained
above the state rate. The trend in St. Lucie increased for the past two years, while the state rate
declined.

AIDS Rate 2010

40.0 -
35.0 -
30.0 ~
25.0 -
20.0 -
15.0 -
10.0 -
5.0
0.0 -

Florida
16.9

Rate per 100,000

St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

Trend in AIDS Rates

60.0 - St. Lucie County, 2001 - 2010

49.3
50.0 -
40.0 -

30.0 -

20.0 -

Rate per 100,000

10.0 - 16.9

0-0 T T T T T T T T T 1
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
=fi=St. Lucie ===STATE

Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of HIV/AIDS, Community Health Assessment Resource Tool Set (CHARTS)
Data Note: Data from 1981 through 2011 was updated by DOH on 8/1/12. Also note there was an artificially low count of AIDS cases in 2007
due to delayed reporting resulting from the change from paper to electronic reporting.)
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Monthly surveillance data for 2011 shows St. Lucie County compares unfavorably to peer counties for
each indicator in the table below. St. Lucie ranked 8™ among counties in AIDS deaths. As of December

ADULT HEALTH AND FUNCTIONING

2011, there were 1,549 individuals presumed living with HIV or AIDS in St. Lucie County.

AIDS Data for St. Lucie County and Peer Counties

Indicators St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion
AIDS Cases 2011 114 30 24 39
Case Rates* 2011 40.6 10 7.3 11.7
AIDS Case Rank 2011 8 20 21 14
AIDS Percent Change (2010 to 2011) 7% 88% 0% 160%
Morbidity: Reported AIDS Cases Jan-Dec 2011 114 30 24 39
Morbidity: AIDS Case Rank 8 20 21 14

Source: Florida Department of Health, Division of Disease Control, Month Surveillance Report, January 2012
* Rate per 100,000 population

The table below provides information by the Department of Health about the gender, race/ethnicity,

and age at first diagnosis for AIDS cases in St. Lucie County between 2007 and 2010.

AIDS Data for St. Lucie County

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Number of Cases 65 72 77 107 114
Female 29 31 34 45 63
Male 36 41 43 62 51
Hispanic, All Races 9 8 7 6 6
Not Hispanic, Asian 0 0 0 0 1
Not Hispanic, Black 40 49 54 71 85
Not Hispanic, White 15 12 14 29 22
Not Hispanic, Multi-race 1 3 2 1 0
Age at AIDS Diagnosis:
0-12 0 1 0 0 0
13-19 1 0 2 1 3
20-24 1 2 7 5 7
25-29 9 7 3 6 11
30-39 13 16 22 24 25
40-44 8 15 11 17 18
45-49 13 10 11 14 16
50-59 15 16 15 28 21
60-64 2 0 3 7 5
65-69 1 1 1 2 4
70+ 2 4 2 3 4

Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of Communicable Diseases, HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis Program, Surveillance Section, July 2012.
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HIV Infection

In 2010, there were 75 new HIV cases in St. Lucie County. The rate of new HIV cases in St. Lucie County
was 27.0 per 100,000 population in 2010, higher than the state rate of 26.5 and far higher than the
three peer counties. St. Lucie ranks 10" among Florida counties in terms of the rate of HIV infection and
12" in cases. Generally, St. Lucie has trended with the state rate. The trend in St. Lucie has declined for
the past two years, along with the state rate.

HIV Rate 2010

Rate per 100,000

Trend in HIV Rates
St. Lucie County, 2001 - 2010

70 - 65.2

60 -

40 -

Rate per 100,000

20 - 26.5
10 A

0 T T T T T T T T T 1
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
=f—St. Lucie —=>State Total

Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of HIV/AIDS, Community Health Assessment Resource Tool Set (CHARTS)
Data Note: Data from 1981 through 2011 was updated by DOH on 8/1/12. Also note there was an artificially low count of AIDS cases in 2007
due to delayed reporting resulting from the change from paper to electronic reporting.)
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Monthly surveillance data for 2011 shows St. Lucie County compares unfavorably to peer counties for
each indicator in the table below. St. Lucie ranked 12" among counties in HIV deaths. As of December
2011, there were 1,549 individuals presumed living with HIV or AIDS in St. Lucie County.

HIV Data for St. Lucie County and Peer Counties

Indicators St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion
HIV Infection Cases 2011** 78 50 49 66
Case Rates* 2011 27.8 16.7 15 19.9
HIV Case Rank 2011 12 20 22 16
HIV Percent Change (2010 to 2011) +4% +43% +11% +83%
Morbidity: Reported HIV Infection Cases Jan-Dec 2011 78 50 49 66
Morbidity: 2011 HIV Case Ranks 12 20 22 16

Source: Florida Department of Health, Division of Disease Control, Month Surveillance Report, January 2012

* Rate per 100,000 population

**HIV data includes those cases that have converted to AIDS. These HIV cases cannot be added with AIDS cases to get combined totals since
the categories are not mutually exclusive

The table below provides information by the Department of Health about the gender, race/ethnicity,
and age at first diagnosis for HIV Infection cases in St. Lucie County between 2007 and 2010.

HIV Infection Data for St. Lucie County

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Number of Cases 98 104 88 75 78
Female 44 35 41 23 35
Male 54 69 47 52 43
Hispanic, All Races 10 13 10 2 10
Not Hispanic, Asian 0 0 0 0 1
Not Hispanic, Black 63 68 50 52 51
Not Hispanic, White 25 19 26 20 15
Not Hispanic, Multi-race 0 4 2 1 1
Age at HIV Diagnosis:
0-4 4 3 0 0 1
5-12 1 1 0 1 0
13-19 5 7 6 2 5
20-24 5 15 9 5 7
25-29 9 10 8 2 8
30-39 23 27 22 18 18
40-44 11 15 12 11 6
45-49 14 9 13 11 12
50-59 19 15 9 17 16
60-64 3 0 4 4 1
65-69 1 1 2 1 1
70+ 3 1 3 3 3

Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of Communicable Diseases, HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis Program, Surveillance Section, July 2012.
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Tuberculosis

In 2010, there were 12 cases of tuberculosis in St. Lucie County. The rate of tuberculosis in St. Lucie
County has declined markedly over the past decade. In 2010, the rate in St. Lucie County was 4.4 per
100,000 population compared to the state rate of 6.1. The rate in St. Lucie County was higher than two
peer counties, but lower than the third (Manatee).

The rates for tuberculosis cases in St. Lucie County have generally decreased over the past 10 years,
falling below the state rate. Long lasting drug therapy is required for treatment, often a year or more.
Like STDs, tuberculosis rates are often viewed as a marker for HIV risk.

Rate of Tuberculosis Cases 2010

Rate per 100,000

Florida
6.1

St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of TB & Refugee Health, Community Health Assessment Resource Tool Set (CHARTS)

14
12
10

Rate per 100,000

o N B O ©©

Trend in Tuberculosis Rates
St. Lucie County 2001 - 2010
12.5

10.3 105 9.9

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of TB & Refugee Health, Community Health Assessment Resource Tool Set (CHARTS)
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This section presents data from the Florida Department of Health on indicators relating to chronic
diseases among adults, as well as behavioral risk factors that contribute to disease. The indicators
include:

Coronary heart disease hospitalizations and deaths
Stroke hospitalizations and deaths
Heart failure hospitalizations and deaths
CLRD deaths

Skin cancer deaths

Lung cancer deaths

Cervical cancer deaths

Colorectal cancer deaths

Breast cancer deaths

Prostate cancer deaths

Diabetes hospitalizations

Diabetes deaths
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Overview of Chronic Diseases

Heart disease, cancers, and respiratory diseases are the primary chronic disease concerns in St. Lucie
County.

Behavioral risk factors that may contribute to these high rates of chronic disease are high blood
pressure, being overweight, and no regular vigorous physical activity.
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Behavioral Risk Factors

The four leading causes of death in St. Lucie County fall within the class of chronic diseases, including
heart disease, cancer, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and stroke. Risk factors for chronic
disease include high blood pressure, high cholesterol, no regular physical activity, limited consumption
of fruits and vegetables, overweight, and obesity. The 2010 Behavior Risk Factor Surveillance System
(BRFSS) survey conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and the Florida Department of Health
generated data on risk factors by county. The BRFSS is a telephone health survey system which tracks
health conditions and risk behaviors in all of Florida's counties using a random sample of adults. Some of
the chronic health conditions reported for St. Lucie County include:

B 42.9% Adults with diagnosed hypertension

- 65.0% for 65 and older
- 30.8% for those with less than high school education

® 42.1% Adults who have high blood cholesterol

- 58.5% for 65 and older; 52.2% for ages 45-64
- 29.4% for those with less than high school education

®  16.7% Adults who have diabetes

- 9.0% for those with less than high school education
- 22.7% for 65 and older

® 9.8% Adults who have asthma

- 9.3% for White, 9.5% for Black
- 10.2% for ages 18-44, 11.3% for ages 45-65, and 7.2% for ages 65+
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The table below compares St. Lucie County to the state and to peer counties in terms of the percent of

adults who exhibit selected behavioral risk factors.

Behavior Risk Factors Associated with Morbidity and Mortality 2010
Percent of Adults Responding to Survey
Percent of adults: State St. Lucie Lake Manatee | Marion
with diagnosed hypertension 34.3 42.9 44.1 34.7 38.4
with diagnosed diabetes 10.4 16.7 13.4 10.8 12.2
who have diagnosed high blood cholesterol 38.6 42.1 42.5 38.7 41.5
who had their cholesterol checked in the past five years 78.5 79.8 81.5 78.1 77.6
who meet moderate physical activity recommendations 34.6 38.9 30.4 38.6 36.1
who meet vigorous physical activity recommendations 26.0 20.9 22.3 23.8 21.9
who engage in no leisure-time physical activity 26.4 29.9 27.6 25.5 25.0
who consume < 5 servings of fruits and vegetables per day 26.2 23.9 22.4 25.6 22.1
who are overweight (BMI >25) 37.8 38.6 38.2 36.5 33.6
who are obese (BMI>=30) 27.2 314 29.8 22.5 33.7

Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of Epidemiology, based on BRFSS Survey, 2010

In terms of behavioral risk factors, St. Lucie County compares favorably to peer counties in terms of the

percentage of adults who report:

B moderate physical activity (although the rate is only 39%)
®  having their cholesterol checked in the past five years

St. Lucie County compared favorably to the state as a whole in the percentage:
®  who had their cholesterol checked in the past five years

who meet moderate physical activity recommendations
B consuming < 5 servings of fruits and vegetables per day

St. Lucie County compared unfavorably to the state as a whole in the percentage:

with diagnosed hypertension

with diagnosed diabetes

who have diagnosed high blood cholesterol

who meet vigorous physical activity recommendations
who engage in no leisure-time physical activity

who consume < 5 servings of fruits and vegetables per day
who are overweight (BMI >25)

who are obese (BMI>=30)
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lliness and Deaths from Chronic Disease

Age adjusted rates* for deaths due to chronic diseases in St. Lucie County are low relative to the state
rates and rates in peer counties for most of the diseases examined. Age adjusted death rate for skin
cancer is higher than the state rate. Age adjusted rates for hospitalizations for coronary heart disease,
congestive heart failure, and stroke are concerns relative to state rates.

Data compiled by the Department of Health shows that St. Lucie County compares favorably to the rest
of the state in terms of:

®  the 2008-10 age adjusted death rates for:
o coronary heart disease
stroke
heart failure
chronic lower respiratory diseases (CLRD)
colorectal cancer
lung cancer
breast cancer
cervical cancer
diabetes

O 0O 0O O O O O O

The county compares poorly to the state as a whole on:

®m  the 2008-10 age-adjusted death rates for:
o skin cancer

®  the 2008-10 age-adjusted hospitalization rates for:
o coronary heart disease
o congestive heart failure
o stroke

The charts on the following pages compare St. Lucie County and the three peer counties for some of the
most familiar chronic diseases. Each chart shows the age adjusted rate per 100,000 population.

* Note: Because the occurrence of many health conditions is related to age, the most common adjustment for public health data is age
adjustment. The Department of Health offers the following explanation for age-adjusted rates: “The age-adjusted death rate is a summary
measure that eliminates the effect of the underlying age distribution of the population. The result is a figure that represents the theoretical risk
of mortality for a population, if the population had an age distribution identical to that of a standard population. For example, a county’s age-
adjusted death rate is the weighted average of the age-specific death rates observed in that county, with the weights derived from the age
distribution in an external population standard, such as the U.S. population. Beginning with 1999 data, federal agencies began age-adjusting to
the U.S. 2000 Standard Million Population.” Calculations begin with death rates per 100,000 for each age group. This rate is multiplied by the
2000 U.S. population proportion. The values are summed for all age group to arrive at the age adjusted death rate.
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Coronary Heart Disease Deaths 2008-10

140 -+

120
Florida

100 104.5
80

60

Age Adjusted Rate

40
20

St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

Coronary Heart Disease Hospitalizations 2008-10

700 -
600 -

500
Florida

400 - 406.7
300

200

Age Adjusted Rate

100

St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

Stroke Deaths 2008-10

31 - Florida
30 - 30.5

29 -

Age Adjusted Rate

26 -
25 A

St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

Page 203 of 447

O mseanse TR
b



A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
ADULT HEALTH AND FUNCTIONING

Stroke Hospitalizations 2008-10
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Chronic Lower Respiratory Diseases (CLRD) Deaths 2008-10
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Colorectal Cancer Deaths 2008-10
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Prostate Cancer Deaths 2008-10
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This section presents data from the Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF) on indicators
relating to the number served and functioning status of adults with severe and persistent mental illness,
including:

Number of adults with a serious and persistent mental illness in the community served

Annual days spent in the community for adults with severe/persistent mental iliness

Percent of adults with serious mental illness who are competitively employed

Annual days worked for pay for adults with severe and persistent mental illness

Percent of adults with severe and persistent mental illnesses who live in stable housing
environment
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Overview of Adult Mental Health Outcomes

More than 38,000 adults with severe and persistent mental illness were served in community settings in
the Central Region during FY 2010-2011. They are more successful in remaining in the community
(avoiding institutionalization) than their counterparts in the neighboring region and statewide. In 2010-
2011, they were slightly more successful in finding competitive employment, but had a slightly lower
average of number of days worked. They are generally successful in maintaining a stable housing
environment.
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Number Served in the Community

More than 38,000 adults with severe and persistent mental illness were served in community settings
in the Central Region during FY 2010-2011. For the first half of 2011-2012, slightly over 29,000 are
served.

A total of 38,280 adults with severe and persistent mental illness were served in community settings in
the DCF Central Region, including St. Lucie, Lake, and Marion Counties, during FY 2010-2011. For the
first half of 2011-2012, 76% of the 2010-11 number (29,371) are being served. In the neighboring region,
Suncoast, which includes Manatee County, 68% of the 2010-2011 number are being served in the
current year. Statewide 165,078 were served in 2010-2011, with 74% of that number (122,287) currently
receiving services.

(Note: The measure used in previous studies, completion of treatment, is no longer reported by DCF.)

Number of Adults with Severe and Persistant Mental lliness
in the Community Served

50,000 - M Central Region
M Suncoast Region
40,000 -
]
£ 30,000 -
£
2
20,000 -
10,000 -
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Source: Florida Department of Children and Families, Mental Health Program Office, DCF Performance Measures Dashboard
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Days in Community

Adults with severe and persistent mental illness in the Central Region remain in the community more
days compared to the neighboring region and statewide.

Adults with severe and persistent mental illness who remain in the community rather than being
institutionalized generally have better treatment outcomes. In FY 2010-2011, the rate for the Central
Region including St. Lucie County was 352.5 days in the community for adults with severe and persistent
mental illness, which was higher than the state average and the neighboring region. The same trend
continues in the current fiscal year.

Annual Days in the Community for Adults

with Severe and Persistent Mental lliness )
355.0 - M Suncoast Region

M Central Region

M State

350.0

345.0

340.0

335.0

330.0

Average Annualized Days

325.0
07/01/10 - 06/30/11 07/01/11 - 12/31/11

Source: Florida Department of Children and Families, Mental Health Program Office, DCF Performance Measures Dashboard
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Competitive Employment

For adults with severe and persistent mental ililness who work, slightly more of those in the Central
Region are competitively employed than the neighboring region and statewide.

In FY 2010-2011, 19.4% of adults with serious and persistent mental illness in the Central Region
including St. Lucie County were competitively employed. The Central Region had a slightly higher
percentage, compared to the state overall and the neighboring region. For the current fiscal year to
date, the Central Region lags the neighboring region and the state as a whole in competitive
employment for these adults with mental illness.

Adults with Severe and Persistent Mental lliness .
25 0% Who Are Competitively Employed M Central Region
el  Suncoast Region
20.0% - H State
t
3 15.0% -
[J]
[-%
10.0%
5.0% -
0.0% -
07/01/10 - 06/30/11 07/01/11-12/31/11

Source: Florida Department of Children and Families, Mental Health Program Office, DCF Performance Measures Dashboard
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Days Worked for Pay

For adults with severe and persistent mental iliness, those in the Central Region worked slightly fewer
days on average than those in the neighboring region and statewide.

In 2010-2011, adults with serious and persistent mental illness in the Central Region including St. Lucie
County worked an average of 34.8 days for pay. The Central Region was slightly below the neighboring
region and slightly above the state. For the current fiscal year to date, the Central Region is slightly
below both the Suncoast Region and the state.

(Note: The measure of “average annual earnings for adults with severe and persistent mental illness” is
no longer reported.)

Average Annual Days Worked for Pay for H Central Region
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Source: Florida Department of Children and Families, Mental Health Program Office, DCF Performance Measures Dashboard
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Stable Housing

Most adults (95%) with severe and persistent mental illness in the Central Region live in stable
housing environments, similar to the neighboring region and statewide.

In 2010-2011, 95% of adults with serious and persistent mental illness in the Central Region including St.
Lucie County lived in stable housing environments. The Central Region was slightly higher than the
neighboring region and slightly lower than the state. For the current fiscal year to date, the Central
Region is surpassing the Suncoast Region in the percent in stable housing environments, but slightly
lagging the state rate.

Adults with Severe and Persistent Mental lliness  Central Region
96.0% - Who Live in Stable Housing Environments H Suncoast Region

M State

95.0% -
94.0% -
93.0% -
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89.0% -
88.0% -

Percent

07/01/10 - 06/30/11 07/01/11 - 12/31/11

Source: Florida Department of Children and Families, Mental Health Program Office, DCF Performance Measures Dashboard
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COMMUNITY RESPONSE TO ADULT HEALTH AND FUNCTIONING

Health Care

Health care and insurance remain major issues for residents.

In focus groups, community leaders and service providers indicated there have been a number of
improvements and expansions in the delivery of medical services to adults in St. Lucie County. They
mentioned the opening of a trauma center and increased recruiting of specialists at Lawnwood Regional
Medical Center. In addition, the focus group respondents mentioned Martin Health Systems plans to
build a facility in Tradition. Further, the HANDS Clinic was cited as a major achievement by focus group
respondents.

“We are seeing an expansion of our medical services. In the last five years, Lawnwood
has opened a trauma center and they are planning to open a level 3 neonatal intensive
care unit.”

“Lawnwood is recruiting specialists so we don’t need to go to Palm Beach County.”

“We have the trauma center at Longwood.”

“Martin Memorial is planning on building a hospital here in Port St. Lucie.”

“We’ve got the HANDS Clinic, which has served 1,200 people in 14 months, but we still
have a huge waiting list. | think there are 40,000 that are eligible for it.”

“The HANDS Clinic is helping folks with no insurance or the underinsured.”

Despite these improvements, the telephone survey revealed that more than half of residents have
issues affording health insurance, health care, and dental care.

Compared to 2007, slightly fewer respondents report major issues with affording health insurance (39%
in 2012 compared to 45% in 2007) and being able to afford health care (37% in 2012 compared to 41%
in 2007). The percentage reporting issues with being able to afford dental care is unchanged. It is
notable that these issues with affording health care are higher than any of the family finance issues
shown earlier in this report.
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Being Able to Afford Health Care

M Major issue ® Minor issue

2007

family

2012

Being able to
afford health
insurance for

2007

2012

Being able to
afford health

care for you and|care for you and you and your
your family

2007

2012

Being able to
afford dental
your family

T T T T T 1

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Please tell me if this is a major issue, a minor issue, or not an issue for adults in your household over the last 12 months - Q. 14: Being able to
afford health insurance for you and your family, Q. 15: Being able to afford dental care for you and your family, and Q. 16: Being able to afford
health care for you and your family

Affordability of health care is negatively impacted by fewer respondents having health insurance.

According to the 2010 U.S. Census American Community Survey, 33% of St. Lucie County residents age
18 to 64 do not have health insurance. This compares to 25% from the Agency for Health Care
Administration Florida Insurance 2004 study.

Despite a slight reduction in the percentage of respondents reporting major issues affording health care,
more survey respondents are uninsured (14% compared to 10% in 2007). Survey respondents who have
children in the household and do not have insurance (14%) is unchanged compared to 2007. However,
there is an increase in uninsured among respondents under 60 years of age with no children in the
household, up from 12% in 2007 to 20% in 2012.

Percentage of Respondents with no Health Insurance

2012 2007
Total 14% 10%
Has Child(ren) in household 14% 14%
60 years and over 6% 5%
No children and under 60 years 20% 12%

Other groups with high or increasing rates of being uninsured include the following:

e Young adults aged 18 to 39 years, 25% uninsured compared to 11% in 2007
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e Low income, under $25,000, 27% uninsured compared to 13% in 2007
e Three person households, 15% uninsured compared to 9% in 2007
e Females, 14% uninsured compared to 9% in 2007

Although the base size for the group is small, one-third (32%) of low income young women (under
$50,000 and under age 40) are uninsured, which is up from 21% in 2007.

Geographically, Fort Pierce zip codes are particularly affected, including:

e 34950, 28% uninsured compared to 5% in 2007
e 34946, 25% uninsured compared to 6% in 2007
e 34981, 22% uninsured compared to 13% in 2007
e 34947, 19% uninsured compared to 13% in 2007

In total, uninsured in these zip codes is 23%, up from 8% in 2007. This compares to 12%, up from 11%, in
the rest of the county.
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Substance Abuse and Anxiety
Fewer families report major issues with adult drug and alcohol abuse.

In the telephone survey, major issues with drug and alcohol abuse (5%) are significantly lower compared
to 2007 (10%). However, there is little change in the overall frequency of adult weight problems (53%
compared to 55% in 2007) and a slight increase in feelings of anxiety, stress, or depression (56%
compared to 52% in 2007).

Adult Health Issues

® Major issue ® Minorissue

2007 10%

2012 ¥4

Drug and
alcohol abuse

%g 2007
23
—_—
2 5 2012
<
S .56 2007
&B,m
v v un
Sise B0
(I)C_bQ_
o533 2012
T ] I T T 1
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Please tell me if this is a major issue, a minor issue, or not an issue for adults in your household over the last 12 months - Q. 11: Drug and
alcohol abuse, Q. 12: Adult weight problems, and Q. 13: Feelings of anxiety, stress, or depression

However, community leaders and service providers did mention the impact substance abuse has on the
community.

“Substance abuse problems are also tied to child abuse. | hear stories about children who
can only get four hours of sleep a night because of what is happening to their parents.”

“We are seeing more aggressive psychotic young males on the crisis stabilization unit. |
think it is males because you can’t get on Medicaid unless you are a pregnant woman
over the age of 18.”
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Mental Health

Support for residents with mental health issues is perceived as somewhat limited.

The community leaders and service providers also mentioned in the focus groups that people with
mental health issues are among those residents with the greatest needs in St. Lucie County. These focus
group respondents indicated there is limited support for many of these people.

“Most people with mental health issues don’t realize they have an issue. They may
medicate with illegal substances so they are never dealing with the underlying
problems.”

“Citizens with mental health issues end up in jail and, after they get out, they may not be
employable, which is a terrible cycle.”

“We and others in Florida have suffered serious cuts in services for individuals with
mental health issues and this population is growing.”

“You can get Baker acted and stabilized in our mental health facility and then released. If
these people don’t have the support to take medications or get treatment, they fall
through the cracks.”

“Mentally ill and homeless go hand in hand. | think 75% to 80% of the homeless are also
mentally ill. They are people with no place to go who are unemployable.”

“I had a guy in my store every day (who was mentally ill) and he ended up being

murdered. He lived in a homeless camp by Wal-Mart and had been dead 60 days before
he was found. He was a nice man, not a drug user, just truly mentally ill.”
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ELDERLY AND DISABLED ADULTS
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STRATEGIC DIRECTION FOR ELDERLY AND DISABLED ADULTS

The elderly and disabled adults chapter includes the following:

= Qverview

® Financial Status
= Living Situation
=  Health Status

= Disabled Adults

Analysis

Data indicate the population of elderly adults will continue to grow and as they age will be in greater
need of services. As was the case in the 2007 Needs Assessment, St. Lucie County continues to have a
large group of medically underserved residents age 60 and over in 2011. Further, elders who live in the
city of Ft. Pierce and the North Ft. Pierce area face more and greater issues, including high poverty rates
than elderly residents compared to other locations in St. Lucie County. On a positive note, all disabled
adults who are under DCF protective services have remained out of nursing homes. The areas which are
of the greatest concern include:

Population

=  Population growth — The number of St. Lucie County residents age 60 and over in 2030 is
expected to increase by 112% over 2010 levels, which exceeds the state rate of 73%.

= Given this projected growth in the elderly population, the number of elders with Alzheimer’s
disease will greatly increase even if the percentage of elders with Alzheimer’s does not.

= Needs index — The needs index looks at a combination of factors which impact elders including
poverty, disability, and minority status. The City of Ft. Pierce, along with the North Ft. Pierce
area, have a substantially higher needs index than elders in the state, St. Lucie County as a
whole, and the peer counties.
Financial Status
= Poverty levels — Compared to the state (9.9%), fewer St. Lucie County residents age 60 and over

live below the poverty level (7.8%). Poverty rates for these residents are below the high rate of
8.5% in 2009.

Living Situation

= Live alone — As has been the case for the past five years, in 2011, roughly one in five residents
age 60+ live alone. This is above the state rate and all three peer counties.
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= Raising grandchildren — More St. Lucie County residents age 60 and over are responsible for
grandchildren than the state rate (14.8 per 1,000 compared to 13.4 for the state). The rate has
been climbing since 2009 when it was 11.6 per 1,000.

Health Status

=  Medically underserved — Those elders who do not live in areas with easy access to medical
services or who do not have health insurance are considered medically underserved. For people
age 65+ in St. Lucie County, 27.7% are underserved which is higher than the state rate and two
of three peer counties.
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INDICATORS

Indicators to assess the needs of elderly adults relate to the living situations and health of the elders and
the extent to which services are needed to maintain independence and health. For disabled adults, the
focus of needs assessment indicators is access to a living situation that negates the need for nursing
home placement. The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) has developed a series of indicators
that provide a picture of the adequacy with which the needs of the elderly are met in local communities.
The Department of Children and Families monitors the avoidance of nursing home placement for
disabled adults.
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Elderly

The 2010 Census reports 72,951 adults age 60+ reside in St. Lucie County, accounting for 26.3 percent of
the total population of 277,789. This is slightly more than the state rate of 23.4 percent of the
population 60+. Of those 60+ in St. Lucie County, 55,378 are 65+, representing 19.9 percent of the
population (including 9.4 percent age 75+ and 2.4 percent age 85+.)

According to projections for St. Lucie County, the population age 60 and older is expected to increase to
166,403 by 2030, an increase of 112 percent from 2010. This exceeds the expected 73 percent growth
rate of the 60+ age group for the state as a whole.

Projections for Population Growth Age 60+

180,000 - 2000 - 2030 St. Lucie County
160,000 -

140,000 -
120,000 -
100,000 -
80,000 -
60,000 -
40,000 1 54169

20,000 . . . . . .

2000 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

166,403
143,935
118,751

95,457
78,358

Source: Shimberg Center for Housing Studies, 2012

Meeting the needs of the elder population is critical for community well being. This section presents
data from the Florida Department of Elder Affairs on indicators relating to elder health and functioning,
including:
e Financial status (Population 65+ living below the poverty level)
e Living situation
o Population 60+ living alone
o Grandparents responsible for grandchildren
e Health status
o Population 65+ medically underserved
o Population 65+ with two or more types of disabilities
o Probable Alzheimer’s disease as percent of population 65+

o Needs Index, a composite of the population 60+ that is 85 or older, 60+ and minority, 60+
with any disability, and 60+ living below 100 percent of the poverty level.
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Overview of Indicators for Elderly and Disabled Adults

The indicators where St. Lucie County fared well by comparison were the rates of elders in poverty,
elders living alone, elders with two or more disabilities, and probable cases of Alzheimer’s disease.

Indicators where St. Lucie County did not fare well by comparison were elders responsible for
grandchildren and elders classified as medically underserved.
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Financial Status
Eight percent of the population 60+ in St. Lucie County lives below the poverty level.

Proportionately fewer elders (7.8%) live in poverty in St. Lucie County compared to the state as a whole,
but the county is slightly above two of three peer counties. The rate dropped in 2010 to 7.8 percent, and
stayed at that rate for 2011. Nearly 13 percent (12.6%) of St. Lucie County’s elders have incomes that
place them at 125 percent of the poverty level.

People 60+ Below Poverty Guideline 2011
10% = Florida
8% -

6% -

Percent

4% -

2% -

0% -

St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

Source: Florida Department of Elder Affairs, County Profiles, 2011

Trend in People 60+ Below Poverty Guideline
St. Lucie County 2007 - 2011
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Source: Florida Department of Elder Affairs, County Profiles, 2007 - 2011
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Living Situation

About one in five of the population 60+ in St. Lucie County lives alone, but over one in seven are
responsible for their grandchildren.

Older people who live alone face greater challenges as they age and frailty becomes an issue. Lacking
access to caregivers, these elders are more at risk for nursing home placement in the future. One-fifth
(20.6%) of the population age 60+ in St. Lucie County live alone. This rate is slightly above the state rate
of 19 percent. The three peer counties have lower rates. The rate has remained the same for the past
three years.

People 60+ Living Alone 2011
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Source: Department of Elder Affairs, County Profiles 2011.

Trend in People 60+ Living Alone
St. Lucie County 2007 - 2011
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About one in seven (14.8 per 1,000) of the 60+ population in St. Lucie is responsible for grandchildren.
This rate is slightly above the statewide rate and is much higher than the three peer counties. The rate
increased notably over the past two years.

People 60+ Responsible for Grandchildren 2011
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Source: Department of Elder Affairs, County Profiles 2011.

Trend in People 60+ Responsible for Grandchildren
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Health Status

One-fourth of the population 65+ in St. Lucie County is medically underserved.

A critical factor in maintaining good health is access to medical care. Elders in rural areas without ready
access to medical care and those who lack health insurance or who are ineligible for Medicaid are
considered medically underserved. Over one-fourth of the elders in St. Lucie County are medically
underserved, similar to the rates in two of three peer counties and exceeding the state rate. The rate
increased in 2010 and 2011 from the two prior years.

People 65+ Medically Underserved 2011
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Source: Department of Elder Affairs, County Profiles 2011.

Trend in People 65+ Medically Underserved
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Nearly one-fifth of the population 65+ in St. Lucie County has two or more disabilities, and one in
seven are probable Alzheimer’s cases.

Nearly one-fifth (17.5%) of elders in St. Lucie County are significantly disabled, i.e., have two or more
disabilities. This rate is about the same as two peer counties, but lower than the state rate (18.4%). The
rate increased notably from 2009 to 2010, then remained the same in 2011. The Department of Elder
Affairs reports that the disability rate increases with age, with people age 85 and older having four times
the rate of disability as those who are age 60 to 84.

People 65+ with Two or More Disabilities 2011
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Source: Department of Elder Affairs, County Profiles 2011

Trend in People 65+ with Two or More Disabilities
St. Lucie County 2007 - 2011
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Source: Florida Department of Elder Affairs, County Profiles, 2007-2011
NOTE: SRA and PEI are awaiting confirmation of the low levels of significant disabilities in the period from 2007 to 2009 as these are anomalies
with older (pre-2007) and new (2010-2011) data
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In terms of probable Alzheimer’s cases, the rate in St. Lucie of 13.2% (as a percent of those 65+) is about
the same as the state rate and one peer county. The rate has declined over the past two years.

People 65+ Probable Alzheimer's Cases 2011
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Trend in People 65+ with Probable Alzheimer's Disease
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Needs Index

The Department of Elder Affairs developed an Elders Needs Index to rank geographical areas according
to characteristics of the resident elder population. The index targets elder populations that are in
poverty, disabled, minority or elderly. The 2010 index was modified to include a composite of the
percent of the population 60+ that is 85 or older, 60+ and minority, 60+ with any disability, and 60+
living below 100 percent of the poverty level.

The table below shows the needs index rate for St. Lucie County and peer counties, as well as
communities within St. Lucie County. The first column shows the percent of the county population that
is age 85 or older. The second column shows the percent minority of those age 60 or older. Column 3
shows the percent with disabilities for those age 60 and older. Column 4 shows the percent in poverty of
those age 60 and older. The final column is a combination of the four needs factors. As represented by
the needs index, St. Lucie has relatively higher needs for the elderly population than peer counties. The
Ft. Pierce area has the highest needs within St. Lucie County.

Percent
. . Percent Percent Any Percent
Geographic Name Population L. o Needs Index
g5+ Minority 60+ Disability 60+ Poverty 60+

Florida 9.21 18.72 37.67 9.32 18.73

St. Lucie County 7.31 11.20 35.36 8.13 15.50

Lake County 8.39 5.56 35.54 6.59 14.02

Manatee County 9.76 4.89 34.39 6.66 13.92

Marion County 6.55 9.75 38.02 8.13 15.61
|

Fort Pierce City 9.09 27.39 4421 17.78 24.62

Fort Pierce North CDP 4.28 53.70 45.53 15.18 29.67

Fort Pierce South CDP 11.31 9.52 34.94 8.98 16.19

Port St. Lucie City 6.68 11.40 35.74 5.91 14.94

Port St. Lucie-River Park CDP 13.18 413 39.38 7.24 15.98

Source: Department of Elder Affairs, 2012
CDP = Census Designated Place
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The map below shows the concentration of high needs in the orange section. The darker shades
represent more need. The light yellow is low need.
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Disabled Adults

For disabled adults, the primary indicator is avoidance of nursing home placement. If the level of
community services is adequate, disabled adults may be able to stay in their own homes. The statistics
give an indication of whether there are sufficient community services to help disabled adults stay in
their own homes. When services are insufficient, these individuals are at risk of nursing home placement
to get the care and support they need. The Department of Children and Families administers programs
for disabled adults under Protective Supervision and monitors the following indicator:

e Adults with disabilities receiving Protective Services not placed in a nursing home

All St. Lucie County adults with disabilities who were under DCF Protective Services were not placed in a
nursing home for a rate of 100 percent for the past two fiscal years and for the current fiscal year to
date (7/2011 — 12/2011). For 2009-10, the number was 37 of 37, for 2010-11 the number was 32 of 32,
and for the current fiscal year to date, the number was 32 of 32. The St. Lucie rate is superior to the
state rates of 98.35, 98.58, and 99.40 percent, respectively. St. Lucie exceeds all three peer counties in
2009-10 and tied with all three counties in 2010-11 at 100 percent. A higher percentage indicates
success on this measure.

Adults with Disabilities Avoiding Nursing Home Placement 2011 ;(I)g';diao
100.0% - 98.35%
2010-11
0, .
- 98.0% 98.58%
g 96.0% - 7/11-12/11
a', 100% 100%100%100%100% 100%100% 99.40%
& 94.0% - 97.22%
' 97.37%  98.08
97.56% .
92.0% - B St. Lucie County
90.0% H Lake County
. 0
07/01/09 - 06/30/10  07/01/10-06/30/11  07/01/11-12/31/11 '™ Manatee County
H Marion Count

Source: Department of Children and Families, Adult Protective Services. Data run for St. Lucie County United Way.
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The table below shows the number and percentage of adults with disabilities under protective services
avoiding nursing home placement in St. Lucie County and peer counties by DCF region and by county, for
FY 2009-10, 2010-11, and the first two quarters of FY 2011-12. A high percentage indicates success on

this measure.

Adults with Disabilities Avoiding Nursing Home Placement
St. Lucie County and Peer Counties by DCF Region and County

Percent

07/01/09 - 06/30/10| 07/01/10-06/30/11| 07/01/11-12/31/11
State 98.35% 98.58% 99.40%
' |
Central Region 99.09% 98.71% 99.40%
Suncoast Region 98.36% 99.08% 99.10%
.|
St. Lucie County 100% 100% 100%
Lake County 97.37% 100% 100%
Manatee County 97.22% 100% 97.56%
Marion County 98.08% 100% 97.56%

Number

07/01/09 - 06/30/10| 07/01/10-06/30/11| 07/01/11-12/31/11
State 3090/3142 2634/2672 2762/2778
.|
Central Region 651/657 535/542 499/502
Suncoast Region 660/671 541/546 549/554
T
St. Lucie County 37/37 32/32 32/32
Lake County 37/38 34/34 34/34
Manatee County 35/36 32/32 40/41
Marion County 51/52 43/43 40/41
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COMMUNITY RESPONSE TO ELDERLY AND DISABLED ADULTS

Issues Facing the Elderly and Disabled
Issues facing seniors are generally unchanged.

In the phone survey, seniors age 60 and over continue to have issues with needing to make their homes
handicap accessible (24% compared to 30% in 2007). For other issues facing seniors the percentage
with major issues is virtually unchanged compared to the 2007 telephone survey, with the percentage
reporting minor issues being slightly lower.

Issues Facing Seniors

m Major issue ® Minor issue
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Please tell me if this has been a major issue, a minor issue, or not an issue for your household with senior citizens over the last 12 months - Q.
59: Attending events which require that you drive at night, Q. 60: Needing to make your home handicap accessible, Q. 61: Being discriminated
against due to your age, and Q. 62: Being a victim of a scam

Note: Asked among respondents who were 60 years old or over.
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Independence for Seniors
Fewer seniors worry about transportation or staying in their own home.

Among respondents age 60 and over participating in the phone survey, less than one-third agree they
sometimes worry that they will not be able to stay in their home if they are sick and need care (30%) or
that they will have a problem finding transportation in the future (32%). This compares to nearly half of
respondents that agreed with these statements in 2007 (46% stay in home and 44% transportation).
More seniors work full-time (23%) compared to the 2007 sample (13%) and, as a result, their incomes
are slightly higher (20% under $25,000 compared to 28% in 2007), which may contribute to the
reduction in transportation and housing concerns.

Meanwhile, finding affordable adult day care is a problem, with 41% indicating they disagree with this
statement (question not asked in 2007).

Agreement with Statements Regarding Independence for Seniors

M Agree (Rating of 10-8) H Neutral (Rating of 7-4) i Disagree (Rating of 3-1)
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Please rate the following questions related to senior citizens in St. Lucie County using a 10-point scale, with 10 being totally agree and 1 being
totally disagree - Q. 55: | sometimes worry that | will not be able to stay in my own home if | am sick and need care, Q. 54: | sometimes worry
that | will have a problem in the future finding transportation, and Q. 53: It is easy to find affordable adult day care

Note: Asked among respondents who were 60 years old or over.
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Social Services for Seniors
Most seniors do not know how to get information about senior services.

In the telephone survey, respondents age 60+ agree that they know how to get information about
senior services (56% compared to 61% in 2007). However, more than twice as many disagree with this
statement (21% compared to 8% in 2007).

Slightly over half (54%) continue to agree that many seniors in St. Lucie County suffer from loneliness
(compared to 56% in 2007).

Meanwhile, slightly more respondents age 60 and over agree (38%) that their community is committed
to providing services for residents over 60 years old (compared to 31% in 2007), but nearly as many
disagree with the statement (28% compared to 29% in 2007).

Agreement with Availability of Senior Services

M Agree (Rating of 10-8) H Neutral (Rating of 7-4) i Disagree (Rating of 3-1)
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Please rate the following questions related to senior citizens in St. Lucie County using a 10-point scale, with 10 being totally agree and 1 being
totally disagree - Q. 56: | know how to get information about senior services, Q. 57: Many seniors in St. Lucie County suffer from loneliness, and
Q. 58: My community is committed to providing services for residents over 60 years old

Note: Asked among respondents who were 60 years old or over.
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However, it is anticipated that the need for services among seniors will be growing.
According to the community leaders and service providers in the focus groups, seniors in the community
who moved here during the housing boom are aging. As such, they will be facing more issues and

needing more services.

“A lot of people retired here five years ago and they are going to start to need more
senior services and health care.”

“Simply going to the grocery store and getting food is an issue for some.”

Respondents in the focus groups also mentioned it is increasingly difficult to serve the disabled as
resources become more limited.

“Sometimes there are no resources for the disabled, with many ranging in age from 18
to 59, as far as getting a wheelchair fixed or getting a new wheelchair.”

“There is very limited funding for the disabled and it is not only equipment, but supplies
for incontinence. There are no diaper sources.”

“Medicaid is inadequate for the disabled and Medicare does not cover many things.”
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SAFETY AND SECURITY
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STRATEGIC DIRECTION FOR SAFETY AND SECURITY

The safety and security chapter includes the following:

®  Qverview

®  Crime Rates

®  Juvenile Delinquency

m  Safety for Children and Families
Analysis

Law enforcement efforts to deter and prevent crime in many areas of the county are meeting with
success. However, areas of Ft. Pierce and Port St. Lucie continue to see more criminal activity than
other areas of the county. Further, St. Lucie County continues to have more issues with juvenile crime
and children in the county are more likely to suffer child abuse or violence in school compared to the
state as a whole. The areas which are of greatest concern include:

Crime Rates

B County index crimes — While St. Lucie County has lower crime rates than the state and is similar
to or safer than peer counties in terms of crime rates, index crimes (which include murder, rape,
robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft) have increased 12% in
the past year. This increase comes after two years of declining index crimes.

B Ft. Pierce index crimes — The index crime rate for Ft. Pierce is over twice the rate in the rest of
the county and more than half the murders in St. Lucie County were handled by the Ft. Pierce
Police Department.

®  Non-violent crime — Rates of non-violent crime increased in 2011 after two years of decline, but
is still below the state rate and one of the peer counties.

B Violent crime — On the other hand, violent crime has been trending down since 2007. However,
the St. Lucie County murder rate is higher than the state rate and all three peer counties.

®  Jail population — St. Lucie County has a higher rate of incarceration than the state rate and two
of three peer counties. However, this may simply be an indication of more aggressive law
enforcement rather than an indication of more crime.

Juvenile Crime
®  County delinquency referrals — When youth who are age 10 to 17 are detained by law
enforcement, their cases are referred to the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) for disposition.

While referrals for delinquency offenses to the DJJ have been declining, the rate for St. Lucie
County is above the state rate and one of three peer counties.
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®m  DJJ probation — St. Lucie County has a higher rate of juveniles placed on probation than the state
rate and all three peer counties.

®  Transfers to adult court — St. Lucie County has a higher rate of juveniles who are transferred to
the state’s adult court systems for disposition than the state rate and all three peer counties.

Safety for Children and Families

®m  Child abuse rates — While down slightly from fiscal year 09-10, child abuse rates in St. Lucie
County are above the state rate in FY 10-11.

B Crime and violence in schools — The rates of crime and violence in schools for 2010-2011 is more
than double the state rate in St. Lucie County and all three peer counties.

Page 244 of 447
e
gggﬁgﬁ;ﬁlg PERFORMANCE
u R



A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
SAFETY AND SECURITY

INDICATORS

Safety and security in a community are generally defined in terms of a low crime rate, particularly for
the crimes defined as index crimes, i.e., murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny,
and motor vehicle theft. Rates of juvenile crime also contribute to the perception of safety and security
in a community. Accidental deaths reflect safety and security as well. For children, the safety and
security of their environment significantly impacts their growth and development. Violence experienced
by children may include domestic violence and child abuse or threatened harm, as well as crime and
violence in school. Parental neglect also undermines a child’s security and healthy development.
Indicators of safety and security for the general public, for children and families, and related to juvenile
delinquency include the following:

e Crime rates

Index crime rate

Non-violent crime rates

Non-violent crimes (burglary, larceny, motor vehicle theft)

Violent crime rates

Violent crimes (aggravated assault, forcible sexual offenses, robbery, and murder)
Jail population

O O O O O O

e Juvenile delinquency

o Youth referred for delinquency offenses
o Youth committed for delinquency offenses
o Youth referred to adult court for delinquency offenses

e Safety for children and families

o Domestic violence

o Deaths from unintentional injuries

o Child abuse, neglect or threatened harm
o Crime and violence in high schools
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St. Lucie County saw a 12 percent increase in the rate of index crimes (murder, rape, robbery,
aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft) from 2010 to 2011, after a 6.4 percent

decrease from 2009 to 2010. While the population increased by 2.5 percent, total arrests decreased by
3.2 percent from 2010 to 2011.

Crime in St. Lucie County, 2011

~ summaryofUniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Data
St. Lucie County 2005 2009 2010 2011 (;/; g:‘gg%el .
Population 240,039 272,864 272,782 279,696 2.5%
Total Arrests 15,643 15,809 13,861 13,418 -3.2%
Total Index Offenses 8,985 9,070 8,483 9,502 12.0%
Violent Rate 582.4 450.0 413.2 401.5 -2.8%
Non-Violent Rate 3,160.7 2,874.0 2,696.70 2,995.8 11.1%
Index Rate Per 100,000 3,743.1 3,324.0 3,109.80 3,397.3 9.2%

Source: Florida Department of Law Enforcement, 2012

St. Lucie County has lower rates than the state as a whole for index crimes, non-violent crimes, and

violent crimes. Compared to peer counties, rates in St. Lucie County are fairly close to rates in two of the
peer counties and considerably lower than the third.

Page 246 of 447
Srg RESEARCH QMCE
» GROUP INC muw



A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012

SAFETY AND SECURITY

Index Crimes

Index crime rates provide a summary measure of crime in a community. Index crimes are Part 1 crimes
under the Uniform Crime Reporting System, including murder, sex offenses, robbery, aggravated assault,
burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft as reported to law enforcement. St. Lucie County’s rate of
index crimes is about the same as two peer counties, but is far lower than one peer county and lower
than the state rate. The county has an index crime rate for 2011 of 3,397.3 per 100,000 population,
compared to a state rate of 4,070.2. The index crime rate has generally trended downward since 2002.
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Index crime rates within individual communities in St. Lucie County are below the state rate, with the
exception of Ft. Pierce, which has a rate 2.2 times the county as a whole and 1.8 times the state rate.
The Port St. Lucie Police Department reports the lowest crime rate for index crimes. Each of the
jurisdictions saw an increase compared to 2010. The first table below shows the crime rate for index
crimes for each jurisdiction within St. Lucie County for 2010 and 2011. The second table shows the
number for each index crime in each jurisdiction as reported in 2011.

Index Crime Rate by St. Lucie County Jurisdiction
2010 and 2011

2010 2011
Florida 4,104.7 4,070.2
St. Lucie County 3,109.8 3,397.3
St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office 2,767.4 3,044.6
Fort Pierce Police Department 6,523.1 7,348.8
Port St. Lucie Police Department 2,300.6 2,548.8
St. Lucie-DEP Div. of Law Enforcement 0 4
DABT - St. Lucie 0 0
St. Lucie-Florida Game Commission 0 0
FHP - Fort Pierce 0 7

Source: Florida Department of Law Enforcement

Total Index Crime for St. Lucie County, Jurisdiction and Offense, 2011

Total Index Aggravated Motor Vehicle  Rate/
Jurisdiction Population  Crime Murder Rape Robbery Assault Burglary Larceny Theft 100,000
St. Lucie County 279,696 9,502 19 74 305 725 2,563 5,463 353 3,397.3
St. Lucie County Sheriffs Office 71,866 2,188 2 20 50 196 637 1,191 92 3,044.6
Fort Pierce Police Department 41,789 3,071 11 24 194 253 798 1,676 115 7,348.8
Port St. Lucie Police Department 166,041 4,232 6 30 61 274 1,128 2,590 143 2,548.8
St. Lucie-DEP Div of Law Enforce 4 0 0 0 0 0 4 0
DABT - St. Lucie 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
St. Lucie-Florida Game Comm 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
FHP - Fort Pierce 7 0 0 0 2 0 2 3

Source: Florida Department of Law Enforcement
* DABT: Division of Alcoholic Beverages & Tobacco
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Non-violent Crimes

Non-violent crimes include burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft offenses. St. Lucie County has a
non-violent crime rate of 2,995.8 per 100,000 population, considerably lower than the state rate of
3550.9. The St. Lucie County rate is substantially below one peer county (Manatee), but slightly higher
than two of the peer counties.

In each category, the number and rate increased from the previous year in St Lucie County.

= The most frequent non-violent crime is larceny. The 2011 rate in St. Lucie for larceny was 1,953
per 100,000 population compared to a state rate of 2,441. The rate for St. Lucie County is
slightly higher than two of the peer counties, but substantially less than the third peer county
(Manatee). In 2011, there were 5,463 incidents of larceny in St. Lucie, up from 4,939 in 2010.

= The 2011 rate for burglary in St. Lucie County is 916 per 100,000 population, lower than the
state rate of 900. The rate in St. Lucie is higher than two of the peer counties, but lower than the
third (Manatee). There were 2,563 burglaries in St. Lucie in 2011, up from 2,168 in 2010.

=  For motor vehicle thefts, the rate in St. Lucie County is 126 compared to the state rate of 210.
The St. Lucie rate is lower than two of three peer counties, with only Marion lower. A total of
353 motor vehicle thefts occurred in St. Lucie County in 2011, up from 258 in 2010.

Non-Violent Crime Rates, 2011
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Source: Florida Department of Law Enforcement, Uniform Crime Reports
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The rate of non-violent crime in St. Lucie County declined from 2008-2010, then increased in 2011. The
rate of 2,996 per 100,000 population (8,379 crimes) for 2011 was an increase of 299 in the rate and
1,023 actual crimes compared to 2010 (which was the lowest rate in the past decade).

Trend in Non-Violent Crime Rates
St. Lucie County 2001 - 2011
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Source: Florida Department of Law Enforcement, rate calculated by PEI (total incidents divided by population)

Non-Violent Crimes for St. Lucie County, Jurisdiction and Offense, 2011

o Motor Vehicle Rate/
Jurisdiction X
Population Burglary Larceny Theft Total 100,000

St. Lucie County 279,696 2,563 5,463 353 F 8,379 2,995.8
St. Lucie County Sheriffs Office 71,866 637 1,191 92 F o192 2,671.6
Fort Pierce Police Department 41,789 798 1,676 115 F 2,589 6,195.4
Port St. Lucie Police Department 166,041 1,128 2,590 143 F 3861 2,325.3
St. Lucie-DEP Div of Law Enforce 0 4 0 4

DABT - St. Lucie 0 0 0 0

St. Lucie-Florida Game Comm 0 0 0 0

FHP - Fort Pierce 0 2 3 5

Source: Florida Department of Law Enforcement, rate calculated by PEI (total incidents divided by population)
* DABT: Division of Alcoholic Beverages & Tobacco
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Violent Crimes

Violent crimes include murder, sexual offenses, robbery, and aggravated assault offenses. With a violent
crime rate of 401.5 in 2011, St. Lucie County is considerably below the statewide rate of 519.3 and
below the rates in two of the three peer counties.

In terms of specific violent crimes, St. Lucie County’s rate is lower than the state rate in forcible sex
offenses (rape), robbery, and aggravated assaults, but higher than the state rate in murder. In
comparison to peer counties, St. Lucie County has a higher murder rate than all three peer counties, but
lower than all three in aggravated assault.

= The most frequent violent crime is aggravated assault. The 2011 rate of 259.2 per 100,000
population in St. Lucie compared to a state rate of 350.7. The St. Lucie County rate is lower than
each of the three peer counties. In 2011, there were 725 incidents of aggravated assault in St.
Lucie, up from 704 in 2010.

= The rate for forcible sex offenses in St. Lucie County is 26.5 per 100,000 population, slightly
lower than the state rate of 27.9. The rate in St. Lucie County is lower than two peer counties,
but higher than the third peer county (Lake). In 2011, there were 74 forcible sex offenses in St.
Lucie, less than half the 172 reported for 2010.

=  For murder, the rate in St. Lucie County is 6.8 per 100,000 population compared to the state
rate of 5.2. The St. Lucie County murder rate is considerably higher than all three peer counties.
Nineteen murders occurred in St. Lucie in 2011, one more than the number reported to 2010
(18) twice the number reported for 2009 (9).

=  For robbery, the rate in St. Lucie County is 109.0 compared to the state rate of 135.5. The St.
Lucie County rate is higher than two peer counties, but is lower than one peer county
(Manatee). There were 305 robberies in 2011 in St. Lucie, up from 233 in 2010.

Violent Crime Rates, 2011
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Source: Florida Department of Law Enforcement, Uniform Crime Reports
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The rate of violent crime in St. Lucie County has declined for the past four years. The rate of 402 per
100,000 population (1,123 crimes) for 2011 was the lowest in the past 11 years.

Trend in Violent Crime Rates
c St. Lucie County 2001 - 2011
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Source: Florida Department of Law Enforcement, rate calculated by PEI (total incidents divided by population)

Violent Crimes for St. Lucie County, Jurisdiction and Offense, 2011

Aggravated
Jurisdiction Population Murder Rape Robbery Assault Total Rate/ 100,000
St. Lucie County 279,696 19 74 305 725 1,123 401.5
St. Lucie County Sheriffs Office 71,866 2 20 50 196 " 268 372.9
Fort Pierce Police Department 41,789 11 24 194 253 LT 1,153.4
Port St. Lucie Police Department 166,041 6 30 61 274 o 223.4
St. Lucie-DEP Div of Law Enforce 0 0 0 0
DABT - St. Lucie 0 0 0 0
St. Lucie-Florida Game Comm 0 0 0 0
FHP - Fort Pierce 0 0 0 2

Source: Florida Department of Law Enforcement, rate calculated by PEI (total incidents divided by population)
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Jail Population

Using the most recent data available, St. Lucie County has an incarceration rate in county detention
facilities (jail) of 4.8 per 1,000 population. This rate is higher than the state rate of 3.0 and higher than
two of the peer counties, but is lower than one peer county (Marion).

The daily jail population in St. Lucie County averages 1,332 as of March 2012, which is higher than two
peer counties, but lower than the third peer county (Marion). Statewide, the average daily population in
county detention facilities is 56,088.

Jail Incarceration Rate, March 2012

Florida
3.0
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St. Lucie Lake Manatee Marion

Source: Florida Department of Corrections

Average Daily Jail Population, March 2012
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The incarceration rates in St. Lucie County detention facilities increased to 4.8 per 1,000 population,
ending a four year decline for this measure. (Reports are missing for March 2005 and March 2006).

Rate per 1,000 Population

12

10

Trend in Incarceration Rates in County Detention Facilities (Jail)
St. Lucie County March 2002 - 2012
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Delinquency Referrals

The delinquency rate (based on number of referrals per 100 age 10-17) in St. Lucie County was 3.9,
slightly above the state rate of 3.6. The St. Lucie rate was below two of three peer counties, but slightly
above the rate in the third peer county (Marion). The number of referrals has dropped consistently since
2006-07 (with 1,733 referrals) to 2010-11 (with 1,082 referrals). The 2010-11 number was down 19.1%
compared to 2009-10 (with 1,339), exceeding the statewide decrease of 11%.

Rates of Youth Referred for Delinquency Offenses, 2010-11
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Source: Florida Department of Juvenile Justice. Rate calculated by PEI (Number of referrals divided by the population)

Trend in Rate of Youth Referred for Delinquency Offenses
St. Lucie 2006-07 - 2010-11
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Data on the number of referrals to DJJ are available by zip code for 2010-2011. A total of 1,082 youth
were referred during 2010-2011, with 1,081 classified by gender and race. Of these 1,081, 66 percent
were male and 34 percent were female. The zip codes that ranked in the top three for referrals were:
34953 (Fort Pierce, Port St. Lucie, St. Lucie West), 34950 (Fort Pierce), and 34983 (Fort Pierce, Port St.

Lucie, St. Lucie West).

The table below shows the number of referrals by gender and race/ethnicity, as well as the rank among

zip codes.
2010-2011 DJJ Referrals for St. Lucie County: Number by Gender, Race/Ethnicity, Rank
ZIP Code Community White White Black Black Hispanic | Hispanic Other Other Total | RANK
Males | Females | Males | Females Males Females Males Females | Youths

34945 Fort Pierce 2 2 5 0 5 1 0 0 15 11

34946 Fort Pierce 3 5 30 7 0 0 1 0 46

34947 Fort Pierce 4 4 32 20 5 2 6 2 75

34950 Fort Pierce 11 5 102 32 11 4 16 4 185

34951 Fort Pierce 13 2 11 6 0 1 1 0 34 10

34981 Fort Pierce 6 0 2 2 0 0 1 0 11 13

34982 Fort Pierce 12 17 22 12 16 4 2 1 86 5
Fort Pierce, Hutchinson

34949 Island 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 14

34952 Port St. Lucie 47 18 23 19 9 2 4 0 122 4
Fort Pierce, Port St.

34984 Lucie 13 6 12 3 4 2 0 2 42 8
Fort Pierce, Port St.

34953 Lucie, St. Lucie West 67 44 56 28 24 11 6 1 237 1
Fort Pierce, Port St.

34983 Lucie, St. Lucie West 40 31 20 15 18 7 4 5 140 3
Fort Pierce, Port St.

34986 Lucie, St. Lucie West 11 9 6 4 4 3 1 0 38 9
Fort Pierce, Port St.

34987 Lucie, St. Lucie West 4 4 1 1 1 2 0 0 13 12
(Various @ 1-3 per zip

Other code) 7 8 8 7 1 2 0 0 33

TOTAL 242 156 331 156 98 41 42 15 1,081

Source: Florida Department of Juvenile Justice
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DJJ Probation

DJJ probation (formerly Community Control) is DJJ’s primary method of community supervision for
youth sanctioned by the court. According to DJJ, juvenile probation sanctions typically include
community service work, curfew, school attendance, and victim restitution. When these sanctions are
completed, the youth is released from supervision.

In St. Lucie County, 439 youth were placed on DJJ probation in 2010-11 at a rate of 1.6 per 100 age 10-
17 population, exceeding the state rate of 1.0. The St. Lucie rate was considerably higher than the rate
in each of the three peer counties. The number of youth on probation decreased each year over the past
five years (with 135 cases in 2006-07) and, in 2010-11, was down 14.3% compared to 2009-10 (with 512
cases). Statewide, the rate decreased 12.6% from 2009-10 to 2010-11.

Rates of Youth on Probation for Delinquency Offenses, 2010-11
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Commitments to DJJ

Youth may be committed by the courts to DJJ commitment (residential) programs. According to DJJ, the
programs range from low security programs for less serious offenders to secure training schools and
long term programs for more severe juvenile offenders.

In St. Lucie County, 63 youth were committed to the Department of Juvenile Justice in 2010-11 at a rate
of 0.22 per 100 age 10-17 population, slightly below the state rate of 0.25. The St. Lucie rate was below
the rate in each of the three peer counties. The number of commitments remained the same in 2010-
2011 compared to 2009-2010, but dropped each year from 2006-07 (with 135 cases) to 2009-10 (with
63 cases). Statewide, the 2010-11 rate was 0.25, down 13 percent from 2009-10.

Rates of Youth Committed for Delinquency Offenses, 2010-11
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Source: Florida Department of Juvenile Justice. Rate calculated by PEI (Number of commitments divided by the population)

Trend in Rate of Youth Committed for Delinquency Offenses
St. Lucie County 2006-07 - 2010-11
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Transfers to Adult Court

For some cases, referrals for delinquency offenses may be transferred for disposition in the state’s adult
courts. According to DJJ, juvenile offenders may be involuntarily transferred for adult court processing in
three ways: direct filing of a bill of information by the state attorney, waiver of jurisdiction by a juvenile
court judge, or indictment by a grand jury. Juveniles may also request transfer to adult court. Transfer
of jurisdiction does not necessarily indicate a finding of guilt by the adult court, and it is common for the
adult court judges to sentence an offender to juvenile justice system sanctions.

In St. Lucie County, 54 youth were transferred to adult court for delinquency offenses in 2010-11. The
rate in St. Lucie County was 0.19 per 100 age 10-17 population, above the state rate of 0.13. The St.
Lucie rate exceeded the rate in each of the peer counties. The number of youth transferred to adult
court has varied over the past five years. The number was down 28% in 2010-2011 compared to 2009-10
(with 75 cases), exceeding the statewide decrease of 15.7%.
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Unintentional Injuries

St. Lucie County has a lower death rate for unintentional injuries than each of the three peer counties,
but is slightly higher than the state rate. Deaths from unintentional injuries occurred in St. Lucie County
at a rate of 44.6 per 100,000 population (age adjusted), compared to a state rate of 41.3. In 2010, there
were 132 deaths due to unintentional injuries in St. Lucie County. Of the 132 deaths, 35 percent were
due to poisoning. The causes of deaths from unintentional injuries in 2010 included:

35% from poisoning and noxious substance exposure (46)
24% from motor vehicle crashes (32)

22% from falls (29)

12% from other injuries (16)

7% drowning (9)

The rate has fluctuated between 44.6 and 47.5 in the past six years, slightly above state rates for the

same time period.
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Source: Florida Department of Health, Office of Vital Statistics
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Violence in Homes and Community

Indicators of safety and security related specifically to children and families include domestic violence;
child abuse, neglect or threatened harm; and crime and violence in schools. Rates for domestic violence
in St. Lucie County appear to be trending downward. Child abuse rates dropped slightly from 2009-10 to
2010-11. The rate of crime and violence in schools also decreased slightly during the most recent year
reported, but still remains higher than peer counties.

= In terms of domestic violence, the rate in St. Lucie County was 510.2 per 100,000 population in
2011, below the state rate of 590.7. The rate was lower than for all three peer counties. The rate
has trended down for the past four years.

= |n terms of child abuse, neglect or threatened harm, the rate in St. Lucie was 16.03 per 1,000
population, compared to 12.51 statewide, for 2010-11. This rate was lower than two peer
counties, but higher than the third (Lake). The rate in St. Lucie County dropped slightly relative
to the previous fiscal year, while the state rate increased slightly.

= Considering crime and violence in schools, a total of 2,570 incidents of crime and violence
occurred at schools in St. Lucie County during the 2010-11 school year. The rate in St. Lucie
County was 6.5 per 100 total enrollment for the 2010-11 school year. This was higher than the
state rate of 2.9 and was higher than each of the three peer counties. The rate climbed in recent
years after a period of decline.

Domestic Violence Rates, 2011
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Trend in Domestic Violence Rates
St. Lucie County 2001 - 2011
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Child Abuse Rates, 2010-11
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Rates of Crime and Violence in Schools, 2010-11
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COMMUNITY RESPONSE TO SAFETY AND SECURITY

Safety Issues

Residents do not feel safer despite fewer being a victim of a crime.

While most respondents continue to agree that they feel safe in their neighborhood (58%), the
percentage is significantly lower compared to 2007 (66%). This is despite significantly fewer reporting
issues with being a victim of a crime (26% overall compared to 38% in 2007) and with fewer
experiencing racial or ethnic discrimination (28% overall compared to 33% in 2007).

Also of interest, only one in ten (10%) do not agree they feel safe in their neighborhood despite nearly
two in ten (17%) agreeing that gangs are a serious issue in their neighborhood. (Question not asked in
2007. Though in 2007, 39% agreed that gangs hurt the quality of life in my neighborhood).

Agreement with Statements Regarding Neighborhood Safety

m Agree (Rating of 10-8) m Neutral (Rating of 7-4) = Disagree (Rating of 3-1)
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| feel safeinmy
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Please rate each statement using a 10-point scale, with 10 being totally agree and 1 being totally disagree - Q. 10: | feel safe in my
neighborhood and Q. 8: Gangs are a serious issue in my neighborhood

Neighborhood Safety Issues
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Please tell me if this is a major issue, a minor issue, or not an issue for adults in your household over the last 12 months - Q. 17: Being a victim
of a crime and Q. 20: Experiencing racial or ethnic discrimination
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Law enforcement programs including job training are having a positive impact on safety.

Community leaders and service providers in the focus groups indicated that a program to teach inmates
employable skills is very successful.

“They come to the jail at the lowest point in their life and we offer programs that they

want to participate in. We teach inmates to be cooks and they can get certifications. We
have a huge success rate with them.”
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Youth Safety
Criminal activity by teens is lower than in 2007.

According to the phone survey, significantly fewer respondents report issues with criminal activity by
teens (20%) compared to 2007 results (34%). This includes a reduction in major issues from 17% in 2007
to 12% in 2012. Further, more respondents agree that their children feel safe in their school (60%)
compared with 2007 (53%). On the other hand, a minority still disagree that their children feel safe in
school (14% compared to 16% in 2007). However, bullying is an issue, with 35% reporting issues with
bullying, including 13% that say bullying is a major issue. (This question was not asked in 2007.)

My Children Feel Safe in Their School

m Agree (Rating of 10-8) m Neutral (Rating of 7-4) m Disagree (Rating of 3-1)
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My children feel
safe in their
school

T T T T T 1

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Please rate the following questions related to children in St. Lucie County using a 10-point scale, with 10 being totally agree and 1 being totally
disagree - Q. 37: My children feel safe in their school
Note: Asked among respondents that have children under 18 years old in the household.

Youth Safety Issues
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Please tell me if this has been a major issue, a minor issue, or not an issue for your household with children over the last 12 months - Q. 50:
Criminal activity by teens and Q. 51: Bullying
Note: Asked among respondents that have children under 18 years old in the household.
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Law enforcement community outreach may be helping to reduce juvenile crime.

According to community leaders and service providers in the focus groups, the reduction in juvenile
crime may be a result of increased efforts of law enforcement to get out and meet younger residents.

“We have officers at the schools and getting out into the communities.”

“Kids are less intimidated when they see a police officer. They are now more apt to talk
and not be fearful.”

In addition, focus group respondents indicated there is more collaboration between agencies,
particularly law enforcement/first responders.

“There is good collaboration between the sheriff’s office, the police departments and the
fire district. We look for ways to share costs and responsibilities.”

“We’ve enjoyed government entities coming to us and soliciting feedback to help them
take action so there is less being reactive.”

“Government and non-profits are working together.”
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PROGRAM INFORMATION

As part of the needs assessment, information from existing provider agencies were obtained through a
web-based survey and then compiled into a program directory database. The result was an updated
summary of available services. Chapters 9 and 10 presents an overview of the information captured in
the database.

The program directory survey was designed to describe the parent agency. The Agency Description
worksheet captured the following information:

= Agency contact information

= Director/primary contact

=  Location (main office)

= Location of satellite offices (if applicable)
=  Primary mission of agency

=  Primary funding sources

= Number of people served by the agency

The survey also captured information about individual programs operated by each agency. The Program
Description worksheet included the following items:

=  Program name

=  Program contact information

=  Program Director contact information

=  Primary location where services are delivered
= Additional service locations (if applicable)
=  Primary purpose of the program

= Settings for service delivery

= Languages spoken for services

= Target populations

= Problem behaviors addressed

= Where clients reside in the county

= Number on waiting list for program

= Primary services provided

To initiate data collection for the program directory, a list of 396 agencies were compiled from 211 and

input from the taskforce. Of the 396 agencies, 97 completed program directory information for 176
programs.
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Agency Types

A total of 97 agencies are listed in the program directory, although not all have completed the full
agency and program descriptions.

Number of agencies in
Agency type Directory
City government 2
County government 2
State government 9
Private, not-for-profit 46
Private, for profit 8
Religious 1
Foundation 2
Hospital/medical facility 2
Business 1
School 1
School district 1
College/university 1
Informal/not incorporated 1
Other 6
Unspecified 14

Agencies and Programs

The 97 participating in the program directory had reported on 176 programs as of May 18, 2012. The
table in Appendix A shows the agencies and associated programs that are included in the program
directory and in the analysis reported in this chapter. Not all have completed the full agency and
program descriptions.

Agency Missions

The agencies provided a mission statement to describe the general nature of their services. The mission
statements for the reporting agencies are presented in Appendix B.

Program Purpose

For each program reported, the agencies provided a description of the program purpose. The purpose
statements for the programs reported are presented in Appendix C.
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Target Populations

Each program included in the program directory serves one or more target populations. The table below
shows the number of programs that address each of the listed populations as the primary target for
services.

Newborns and new parents 32
Toddlers (ages 1-3) 41
Preschoolers (ages 4-5) 52
Young children (age 6-10) 67
Early adolescents (ages 11-14) 78
Older adolescents (ages 15-18) 79
Special needs children 44
Children in shelter or foster care 32
Delinquent youth 28

Pregnant moms 29
Parents of newborns 38
Parents of infants and toddlers 40
Parents of young children 44
Parents of teens 38
Families, in general 79
Fathers 31

Adult without children 47
Elderly 64
Disabled adults 51

Caregivers 40
Crime victims 21
Ex-offenders 17
Homebound 21
Homeless 27
Medically needy 34
Migrants 27
Military personnel/Veterans and their families 23
Unemployed 29
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Services Provided

Each program included in the program directory provides one or more services. The table below shows

the number of programs that address each of the listed services, organized by category.

Adoption 5
Child abuse/neglect prevention 20
Child protective services 11
Domestic abuse 11
Elder abuse/neglect prevention 11
Elder protective services 8
Foster care 12
Prevention and education 34
Sexual assault prevention 9
Sexual assault treatment 7

Day care 8
Homemaker service 7
Personal care 10
Respite care 10
Sitter for adults 7

Caregivers 2
Counseling 8
Information/education 23
Prevention 15
Testing/screening 9

Co-dependents 9
Information and education 27
Inpatient treatment 9
Outpatient treatment 12
Prevention 21

Athletics/sports — general 14
Camping 11
Cultural heritage 13
Day camps 14
Fitness 15
Leisure 17
Library 12
Museum/art 8
Museum/other 7
Parks 12
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Head start

Recreation-adult 9
Recreation-facility 9
Recreation-general 17
Recreation-senior 6
Recreation-special 10
Recreation-youth 22
Summer camps 17
Swimming-adult 4
Swimming-youth 10
Theater 6

Infant and toddler care

Preschool programs

Referrals-child care

Referrals-preschool

VPK

Baby clothing and/or supplies 11
Clothing 11
Clothing-maternity 10
Furniture 6
Household items 8
Personal goods 9
Thrift shop 6

Adolescent 29
Adult 21
Anger management 24
Bereavement 11
Caregivers 18
Child 20
Codependency 11
Crisis intervention 21
Divorce 13
Domestic abuse 16
Elder helplessness 8
Emotional distress 22
Family therapy 24
Grief/death 11
Group 32
Individual 37
Legal 6
Marital 8
Mental health 18
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Counseling
Money management 13
Parent counseling 28
Rape 7
Retirement 3
Smoking cessation 8
Substance abuse 13
Suicide 6
Telephone reassurance 12

Disabilities
Developmental disabilities 13
Early intervention-center based 4
Education/training 19
Employment 6
Independent living 6
Information and referral 17
Mental retardation 8
Parking permits 1

Education/vocational

Adult education 11
Caregiver training 14
Consumer education/information 14
Continuing education 6
Education-adult/basic 8
Education-community 12
Education-community college 8
Education-elementary 12
Education-secondary 11
ESOL 5
GED 11
Independent living skills 15
Learning disability 4
Literacy 7
Nutrition education/counseling 12
Parenting services 17
Parenting skills 22
Placement services 4
School supplies 7
Sex education 10
Sign language instruction 4
Skilled trades 3
Technology 3
Truancy 8
Tutoring 8
Vocational assessment 8
Vocational rehabilitation 4
Volunteer development 7
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Ambulance

N

Disaster relief

~N

Disaster preparedness

[
o

Emergency alert

Emergency management

Emergency medical care

Emergency rescue

Fire safety/protection

Hurricane

Paramedics

Psychiatric emergency room
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Disabled 8
Job coaching 11
Job search 12
One stop career centers 5

Community kitchens

Burials 7
Child Support 2
Financial counseling 12
General 5
Housing 11
Income tax assistance 6
Medical 9
Money management 10
Property tax assistance 4
Social security 7
SSI 9
TANF 5
Utilities 6
Welfare Transition Program (WTP) 4
WIC 3
Worker’s compensation 3

Congregate meals

Food co-ops

Food pantry

Food stamp program

Food vouchers

Home delivered meals

In-home meal preparation
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Information and referral

[
(\e]

neseancn WoB-BmN
» GROUP INC rnmm

Page 278 of 447



A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012

OVERVIEW OF AGENCIES AND PROGRAMS

Health Care Services

Alzheimer’s disease

Arthritis

Attention deficit disorder

Birth control

Birth defects

Blindness

Blood pressure

Cancer

Case management

Clinic-medical

Companion (home health)

Deaf/hearing impaired

Death/dying/grief

Dental care

Diabetes

Dialysis

Emergency

Eye exams

Family care coordination

Family planning

Flu shots

Geriatric care managers

Health education

Hearing impaired
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Home health care
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=

Hospice care

Hospital

Immunizations

Kidney

Lupus

Medicaid-application

Medicaid-information/counseling

Medical doctors

Medicare-application

Medicare-information/counseling

Nursing homes
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Nursing services
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Occupational therapy

u

Outpatient clinic

w

Outpatient rehabilitation

w

Parkinson’s disease
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Pediatrics

Physical therapy

Physician referral

Pneumonia shots

Prescription-expense assistance

Prescription-obtaining

Public health
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Rehabilitation

Sexually transmitted infection

Skilled nursing facility

Speech and hearing therapy

Testing/screening

Vision screening

Visual impairment

Wound care

G ICAFIESIES

Affordable housing

Caregivers 2
Counseling 9
Housing 5
Info/education 22
Prevention 15
Support group 2
Testing/screening 9

Assisted living facility

Disabled

Home improvement

Homeless

HIV/AIDS-related

Independent living facility
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Information and referral

N
[

Low income

Low income-elderly

Public housing

Pregnancy related

Rental assistance
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Artificial limbs

Crime prevention 11
Follow-up programs 9
Juvenile delinquency prevention 16
Offenders with mental health issues 3
Probation/parole 4

Assistive devices

Equipment

Hearing aids

Interpreting/translating

Mastectomy supplies

Medical alert
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Medical stockings

Orthopedic shoes

Orthopedic supports/braces

Prosthetic devices

TDD equipment

TTY (teletypewriter)

Vocal relay
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Case management 18
Counseling 28
Day treatment 5
Depression/manic depression 14
Drop-in center 4
Dual diagnosis 7
Emergency services 8
Group home 12
Info/education 23
Inpatient 4
Medication 8
Outpatient 12
Residential 11
Screening/evaluation 19

Counseling 14
Medical services 4
Postpartum care 7
Pregnancy care coordination 8
Prenatal care/education 11
Testing 7

Disaster 10
Families 3
Homeless 4
Information and referral 23
Men 2
Pregnancy related 2
Victims of domestic violence 7
Women 3

Co-dependents 8
Information and education 34
Inpatient treatment 9
Outpatient treatment 14
Prevention 14
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AIDS 5
Alcoholism 3
Arthritis 2
Bereavement 4
Cancer 3
Caregivers 13
Crime victim 5
Domestic assault 6
Fibromyalgia 2
Lupus 2
Parenting 10
Parkinson’s caregiver 3
Rape 3
Suicide survivors 2
Women 4

Mass transit 2
Senior transportation 6
Special transportation 11
Travelers assistance 2

Mentoring 28
Service clubs 10
Teen time 9

Advocacy-general 24
Advocacy-legal representation 2
Errand running 2
Public awareness/education 31
Respite care 7
Weather advisories 1
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Problem Behaviors Addressed

As part of the program description, respondents were asked to indicate the problem behaviors that their
program addressed. The table below shows the number of programs addressing each type of problem
behavior.

Problem Behaviors Addressed Number of programs addressing
Early developmental 27
Behavioral 57
Delinquency 27
Mental health 43
Parent-child communication 50
Parenting skills 44
Physical 23
Runaway 23
School dropout 18
Serious emotional disturbances 19
Substance abuse 38
Teen pregnancy 21
Violence 22
Other 48

Setting for Service Delivery

The services described take place in a variety of settings. The table below shows the various settings and
the number of programs that use each setting.

Settings for Service Delivery Number of programs
Agency office or program space 125
Home-based 50
School-based during school hours 37
School-based during non-school hours 20
Community center 26
Church 22
Other 45
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OVERVIEW OF AGENCIES AND PROGRAMS

Languages Spoken

Also included in the program description was an indication of the languages spoken by staff in the
course of service delivery. The table below shows the number of programs that address each language

listed.

Languages Spoken for Service Delivery Number of programs reporting
English 176

Spanish 85

Creole 41

Other 4

All languages (use translation service) 11

Program Capacity

Of the 90 agencies responding about program capacity, 52 (58%) reported that they are able to serve all
those who come for services and 38 (42%) said they are not able to serve all who come.
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AVAILABLE SERVICES

Economic Status

The series of tables below show the specific services provided by each of the programs that address the
economic status of individuals or families. Services are categorized in terms of the following:

= Clothing and household goods
=  Employment assistance

=  Financial assistance

= Shelter

= Transportation

Services Provided by Number of Programs and Program Name: Economic Status
(Note: These charts are governed by those agencies that responded to the survey.)

Baby clothing and/or supplies 11 = 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= Care Net Pregnancy Services

= Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Passport to Prosperity

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Start Program

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Families St. Lucie

= Hibiscus Children’s Center/Supporting Families in Crisis

=  Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

- Mustard Seed Ministries

= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

= The Salvation Army, St. Lucie, FL Corps/FPL Care to Share

= Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need

Clothing 11 - 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

=  Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Passport to Prosperity

. Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Children’s Summer Read and Feed

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Start Program

= Hibiscus Children’s Center/Supporting Families in Crisis

=  Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

=  Mustard Seed Ministries

. Restoration Ministries/Restoration House

= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

= The Salvation Army, St. Lucie, FL Corps/FPL Care to Share

= Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need
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Clothing and Household Goods

Service Provided # Programs | Agency/Program

Clothing-maternity 10 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= Adoption by Shepherd Care/Domestic Adoption Program

. Care Net Pregnancy Services

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Start Program

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Families St. Lucie

= Hibiscus Children’s Center/Supporting Families in Crisis

= Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

=  Mustard Seed Ministries

. The Salvation Army, St. Lucie, FL Corps/FPL Care to Share

= Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need

Furniture 6 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= Hibiscus Children’s Center/Supporting Families in Crisis

= Mustard Seed Ministries

. Restoration Ministries/Restoration House

. The Salvation Army, St. Lucie, FL Corps/FPL Care to Share

= Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need

Household items 8 - 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

=  Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Passport to Prosperity

. Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Children’s Summer Read and Feed

= Hibiscus Children’s Center/Supporting Families in Crisis

=  Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

. Mustard Seed Ministries

. Restoration Ministries/Restoration House

= Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need

Personal goods 9 - 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

=  Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Passport to Prosperity

. Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Children’s Summer Read and Feed

= Hibiscus Children’s Center/Supporting Families in Crisis

=  Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

- Mustard Seed Ministries

. Restoration Ministries/Restoration House

= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement

Program
= Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need
Thrift shop 6 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

=  Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Passport to Prosperity

= Hibiscus Children’s Center/Supporting Families in Crisis

= Mustard Seed Ministries

=  The Salvation Army, St. Lucie, FL Corps/FPL Care to Share

= Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need
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AVAILABLE SERVICES

Employment Assistance

Service Provided # Programs | Agency/Program

Disabled 8 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

=  Epilepsy Foundation of Florida/Case Management

= Indian River State College/Educational Programs

= Social Security Administration Port St. Lucie District Office/Retirement
Survivor Disability Insurance

= Social Security Administration Port St. Lucie District Office/SSI
(Supplemental Security Income)

= St. Lucie County Veteran Services

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

= Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need

Job coaching 11 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= AARP Foundation WorkSearch

- Division of Blind Services/Vocational Rehabilitation Program

=  Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Passport to Prosperity

= Hibiscus Children’s Center/Hibiscus Children’s Village

=  Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

= Indian River State College/Educational Programs

= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

= St. Lucie County Veteran Services

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

=  Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need

Job search 12 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= AARP Foundation WorkSearch

- Division of Blind Services/Vocational Rehabilitation Program

=  Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Passport to Prosperity

- Hibiscus Children’s Center/Hibiscus Children’s Village

=  Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

=  Indian River State College/Educational Programs

- Multi-Cultural Resource Center for Children and Families

= St. Lucie County Veteran Services

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

=  Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council/Shelter Plus Care Permanent
Supportive Housing

= Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need

One stop career centers 5 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

. Division of Blind Services/Vocational Rehabilitation Program

=  Indian River State College/Educational Programs

= St. Lucie County School Board/K-12 Public Education in St. Lucie County
Florida

= St. Lucie County Veteran Services
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Financial Assistance

Service Provided

# Programs

Agency/Program

Burials

7

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Mustard Seed Ministries

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

Social Security Administration Port St. Lucie District Office/Retirement
Survivor Disability Insurance

Social Security Administration Port St. Lucie District Office/SSI
(Supplemental Security Income)

St. Lucie County Community Services/Veteran Services

St. Lucie County Veteran Services

Child support

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
Mustard Seed Ministries

Financial counseling

12

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Housing for People
with AIDS (HOPWA)

Hibiscus Children’s Center/Supporting Families in Crisis

Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

Mustard Seed Ministries

Pediatric Oncology Support Team

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

St. Lucie County Community Services/Social Services

The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

The Salvation Army, St. Lucie, FL Corps/FPL Care to Share

Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council/ Homeless Resource Center
Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need

General

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Mustard Seed Ministries

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council/ Homeless Resource Center
Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need

Housing

11

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Housing for People
with AIDS (HOPWA)

Hibiscus Children’s Center/Supporting Families in Crisis

Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

Mustard Seed Ministries

Project Response/Housing Opportunities for People Living with HIV/AIDS
(HOPWA)

St. Lucie County Community Services/Housing

St. Lucie County Inspired Network to Achieve Community Together
(INTACT)/Long-term Disaster Recovery

Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council/ Homeless Resource Center
United for Families/Child-Welfare System

Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need

Income tax assistance

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Passport to Prosperity

Mustard Seed Ministries

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council/ Homeless Resource Center
Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need
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Financial Assistance

Service Provided # Programs | Agency/Program
Medical 9 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
= Department of Children and Families/Automated Community Connection
to Economic Self-Sufficiency
=  Epilepsy Foundation of Florida/Case Management
=  HANDS Clinic of St. Lucie County
= Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Regional Navigator
for the Treasure Coast: Healthy Kids
. Mustard Seed Ministries
" Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council/ Homeless Resource Center
= United for Families/Child-Welfare System
=  Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need
Money management 10 = 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
- Hibiscus Children’s Center/Hibiscus Children’s Village
= Hibiscus Children’s Center/Supporting Families in Crisis
=  Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program
= Mustard Seed Ministries
= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program
= St. Lucie County Community Services/Social Services
=  St. Lucie County Inspired Network to Achieve Community Together
(INTACT)/Long-term Disaster Recovery
=  The Salvation Army, St. Lucie, FL Corps/FPL Care to Share
= Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council/ Homeless Resource Center
Property tax assistance 4 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
- Mustard Seed Ministries
. St. Lucie County Community Services/Veteran Services
. Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council/ Homeless Resource Center
Social security 7 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
. Mustard Seed Ministries
=  Social Security Administration Port St. Lucie District Office/Retirement
Survivor Disability Insurance
= Social Security Administration Port St. Lucie District Office/SSI
(Supplemental Security Income)
= Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council/Shelter Plus Care Permanent
Supportive Housing
. Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council/ Homeless Resource Center
. United for Families/Child-Welfare System
SSI 9 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

. Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services of the Treasure Coast/Services for
Individuals with Hearing Loss

=  Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

. Mustard Seed Ministries

= Social Security Administration Port St. Lucie District Office/Retirement
Survivor Disability Insurance

= Social Security Administration Port St. Lucie District Office/SSI
(Supplemental Security Income)

=  Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council/Shelter Plus Care Permanent
Supportive Housing

. Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council/ Homeless Resource Center

. United for Families/Child-Welfare System
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
AVAILABLE SERVICES

Financial Assistance

Service Provided # Programs | Agency/Program

TANF 5 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= Department of Children and Families/Automated Community Connection
to Economic Self-Sufficiency

=  Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

. Mustard Seed Ministries

= United for Families/Child-Welfare System

Utilities 6 - 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

- Florida Public Service Commission/Link-Up Florida and Lifeline Assistance
= Hibiscus Children’s Center/Supporting Families in Crisis

. Mustard Seed Ministries

. Project Response/Housing Opportunities for People Living with HIV/AIDS

(HOPWA)
= Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need
Welfare Transition Program 4 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
(WTP) = Department of Children and Families/Automated Community Connection

to Economic Self-Sufficiency
=  Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Passport to Prosperity
=  Mustard Seed Ministries

WIC 3 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
= Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program
- Mustard Seed Ministries
Worker’s compensation 3 - 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

=  AARP Foundation WorkSearch
. Mustard Seed Ministries
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Shelter

Service Provided

# Programs | Agency/Program

Disaster

10 .

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

American Red Cross/Disaster Services

City of Port St. Lucie/Port St. Lucie Civic Center

Council on Aging of Martin County/Adult Day Club at the Kane Center
Humane Society of the Treasure Coast/Humane Education and Pet
Therapy

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

St. Lucie County Community Services/Housing

St. Lucie County School Board/K-12 Public Education in St. Lucie County
Florida

St. Lucie County Inspired Network to Achieve Community Together
(INTACT)/Long-term Disaster Recovery

The Salvation Army, St. Lucie, FL Corps/Food Pantry and Basic Needs

Families

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

Homeless

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Children’s Home Society of Florida Treasure Coast Division/WaveCREST
Shelter

Children’s Home Society of Florida Treasure Coast Division/SafePlace
Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

Information and referral

23 -

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Big Brothers Big Sisters/Community-Based Mentoring

Big Brothers Big Sisters/School-Based Mentoring

Care Net Pregnancy Services

Children’s Home Society of Florida Treasure Coast Division/WaveCREST
Shelter

City of Fort Pierce/Victim Services

Council on Aging of Martin County/Adult Day Club at the Kane Center
HANDS Clinic of St. Lucie County

Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Passport to Prosperity

Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Start Program
Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Help, Understand, and Guide
Me (HUG-Me)

Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/TOPWA (Targeted Outreach
for Pregnant Women Act)

Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Home Visitation Program
Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Teen Case Management
Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Families St. Lucie
Hibiscus Children’s Center/Supporting Families in Crisis

Multi-Cultural Resource Center for Children and Families

Mustard Seed Ministries

SafeSpace/St. Lucie County Domestic Violence Services

St. Lucie County Community Services/Veteran Services

St. Lucie County Community Services/Housing

St. Lucie County Inspired Network to Achieve Community Together
(INTACT)/Long-term Disaster Recovery

The Salvation Army, St. Lucie, FL Corps/Food Pantry and Basic Needs

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program
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Pregnancy related 2 = 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
=  Florida’s Adoption Information Center
Victims of domestic violence 7 = 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
= Children’s Home Society of Florida Treasure Coast Division/WaveCREST
Shelter

= Children’s Home Society of Florida Treasure Coast Division/SafePlace

= Hibiscus Children’s Center/Hibiscus Children’s Village

- Hibiscus Children’s Center/Hibiscus Children’s Shelter

= Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential

Program
= SafeSpace/St. Lucie County Domestic Violence Services
Women 3 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
=  Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

= SafeSpace/St. Lucie County Domestic Violence Services
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Mass transit 2 = 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
= HANDS Clinic of St. Lucie County
Senior transportation 6 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= Council on Aging of Martin County/Adult Day Club at the Kane Center
= Council on Aging of St. Lucie/Outreach

. Dream Waves America

= Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

= VNA of the Treasure Coast/Nightingale Private Duty Nursing

Special transportation 11 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

. Dream Waves America

=  Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

= Martin County Healthy Start Coalition/Baby Basics and Interconception
Education Program

=  Office of the State Attorney 19™ Judicial Circuit/Victim Services Program,
Sexual Assault Assistance Program of the Treasure Coast

. Project Response/Ryan White Part B Case Management

= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

= St. Lucie County Community Services/Veteran Services

= St. Lucie County Veteran Services

=  The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

=  The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

Travelers assistance 2 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
. Mustard Seed Ministries
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012

Family Stability

AVAILABLE SERVICES

The series of tables below show the specific services provided by each of the programs that address
family stability. Services are categorized in terms of the following:

=  Child care and preschools

=  Food/meals
=  Housing

= Recreation, arts, and leisure

Services Provided by Number of Programs and Program Name: Family Stability

(Note: These charts are governed by those agencies that responded to the survey.)

Child Care and Preschool

Service Provided # Programs | Agency/Program
Head start 2 - 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
. East Coast Migrant Head Start Project
Infant and toddler care 4 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
= Early Learning Coalition of St. Lucie County/School Readiness Program
- Hibiscus Children’s Center/Child Development Center
= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program
Preschool programs 7 = 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
= City of Port St. Lucie/Port St. Lucie Civic Center
=  Early Learning Coalition of St. Lucie County/School Readiness Program
- Hibiscus Children’s Center/Child Development Center
= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program
= St. Lucie County School Board/K-12 Public Education in St. Lucie County
Florida
= YMCA of the Treasure Coast/YMCA Before and After School Childcare
Referrals-child care 8 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
=  Early Learning Coalition of St. Lucie County/School Readiness Program
= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Start Program
- Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Help, Understand, and Guide
Me (HUG-Me)
= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/TOPWA (Targeted Outreach
for Pregnant Women Act)
= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Home Visitation Program
= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Families St. Lucie
= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program
Referrals-preschool 5 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
= Early Learning Coalition of St. Lucie County/School Readiness Program
= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Start Program
= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Families St. Lucie
= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012

AVAILABLE SERVICES

VPK

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Division of Blind Services/Children and Families Program and Blind Babies
Early Learning Coalition of St. Lucie County/School Readiness Program
Early Learning Coalition of St. Lucie County/ Voluntary Prekindergarten

Program
Hibiscus Children’s Center/Child Development Center

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement

Program

St. Lucie County School Board/K-12 Public Education in St. Lucie County

Florida
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AVAILABLE SERVICES

Food/Meals

Service Provided

# Programs

Agency/Program

Community kitchens

4

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Caruth Camp and Youth Camp

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

Treasure Coast Food Bank/Distribution of Food

Congregate meals

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
CASTLE/Strengthening Families

Children’s Home Society of Florida Treasure Coast Division/WaveCREST
Shelter

Council on Aging of St. Lucie/Congregate Meal Sites

Council on Aging of St. Lucie/Outreach

Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

St. Lucie County School Board/K-12 Public Education in St. Lucie County
Florida

Treasure Coast Food Bank/Distribution of Food

Food co-ops

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Cost Share Grocery Program

Food pantry

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Passport to Prosperity

Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Children’s Summer Read and Feed
Mustard Seed Ministries

Society of St. Vincent de Paul/Food

The Salvation Army, St. Lucie, FL Corps/FPL Care to Share

Treasure Coast Food Bank/Distribution of Food

Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need

Food stamp program

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Department of Children and Families/Automated Community Connection
to Economic Self-Sufficiency

Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Passport to Prosperity

Mustard Seed Ministries

Treasure Coast Food Bank/Distribution of Food

Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council/Shelter Plus Care Permanent
Supportive Housing

Food vouchers

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Passport to Prosperity

Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Children’s Summer Read and Feed
St. Lucie County Community Services/Veteran Services

Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need

Home delivered meals

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Council on Aging of Martin County/Adult Day Club at the Kane Center
Council on Aging of St. Lucie/Home Delivered Meals

Council on Aging of St. Lucie/Outreach

Easy Living Lifeline

In-home meal preparation

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

A Visiting Redi-Nurse

Easy Living Lifeline

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor
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Information and referral 19 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= Big Brothers Big Sisters/Community-Based Mentoring

= Council on Aging of Martin County/Adult Day Club at the Kane Center

= Council on Aging of St. Lucie/Outreach

- Division of Blind Services/Vocational Rehabilitation Program

=  Division of Blind Services/Independent Living and Adult Services

= HANDS Clinic of St. Lucie County

= Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Passport to Prosperity

- Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Help, Understand, and Guide
Me (HUG-Me)

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/TOPWA (Targeted Outreach
for Pregnant Women Act)

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Home Visitation Program

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Families St. Lucie

= Multi-Cultural Resource Center for Children and Families

=  Mustard Seed Ministries

= Office of the State Attorney 19" Judicial Circuit/Victim Services Program,
Sexual Assault Assistance Program of the Treasure Coast

= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

= St. Lucie County Community Services/Veteran Services

= St. Lucie County Inspired Network to Achieve Community Together
(INTACT)/Long-term Disaster Recovery

= Treasure Coast Food Bank/Distribution of Food
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012

AVAILABLE SERVICES

Housing

Service Provided

# Programs

Agency/Program

Affordable housing

5

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Housing for People
with AIDS (HOPWA)

Mustard Seed Ministries

St. Lucie County Community Services/Housing

St. Lucie County Veteran Services

Assisted living facility

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
Humane Society of the Treasure Coast/Humane Education and Pet
Therapy

Disabled

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

Home improvement

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Homeless

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Children’s Home Society of Florida Treasure Coast Division/SafePlace
Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

Humane Society of the Treasure Coast/Humane Education and Pet
Therapy

Mustard Seed Ministries

HIV/AIDS-related

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/AIDS Services: Palm
Beach and the Treasure Coast

Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Housing for People

with AIDS (HOPWA)

Project Response/Ryan White Part B Case Management

Project Response/Housing Opportunities for People Living with HIV/AIDS
(HOPWA)

Independent living facility

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Children’s Home Society of Florida Treasure Coast Division/Transitional
Living Program

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
AVAILABLE SERVICES

Housing
Service Provided # Programs | Agency/Program
Information and referral 21 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= Big Brothers Big Sisters/Community-Based Mentoring

=  Big Brothers Big Sisters/School-Based Mentoring

. Care Net Pregnancy Services

. City of Fort Pierce/Victim Services

. Division of Blind Services/Vocational Rehabilitation Program

=  HANDS Clinic of St. Lucie County

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Start Program

- Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Help, Understand, and Guide
Me (HUG-Me)

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/TOPWA (Targeted Outreach
for Pregnant Women Act)

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Home Visitation Program

=  Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Families St. Lucie

= Hibiscus Children’s Center/Supporting Families in Crisis

= Multi-Cultural Resource Center for Children and Families

=  Mustard Seed Ministries

= Office of the State Attorney 19" Judicial Circuit/Victim Services Program,
Sexual Assault Assistance Program of the Treasure Coast

= St. Lucie County Community Services/Veteran Services

= St. Lucie County Community Services/Housing

= St. Lucie County Community Services/Social Services

= St. Lucie County Inspired Network to Achieve Community Together
(INTACT)/Long-term Disaster Recovery

=  Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need

Low income 5 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
=  Homeless Family Center/Emergency Shelter and Transitional Residential
Program

=  Mustard Seed Ministries

= St. Lucie County Community Services/Housing

= St. Lucie County Inspired Network to Achieve Community Together
(INTACT)/Long-term Disaster Recovery

Low income-elderly 3 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= St. Lucie County Community Services/Housing

= St. Lucie County Inspired Network to Achieve Community Together
(INTACT)/Long-term Disaster Recovery

Public housing 2 - 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
. City of Fort Pierce/Crime Prevention Services

Pregnancy related 1 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Rental assistance 3 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= Mustard Seed Ministries
=  Treasure Coast Homeless Services Council/Shelter Plus Care Permanent
Supportive Housing
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
AVAILABLE SERVICES

Arts, Leisure, and Recreation

Service Provided # Programs | Agency/Program

Athletics/sports — general 14 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= Boys & Girls Club of St. Lucie County/CORE Program

= City of Fort Pierce/Police Athletic League

. City of Port St. Lucie/Port St. Lucie Civic Center

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

= Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

= Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Bradenton Sarasota

. Frontline for Kids

= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

= St. Lucie County School Board/K-12 Public Education in St. Lucie County
Florida

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

= United for Families/Child-Welfare System

= YMCA of the Treasure Coast/YMCA Before and After School Childcare

Camping 11 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

=  Epilepsy Foundation of Florida/Case Management

. Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

. Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

. Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Bradenton Sarasota

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Caruth Camp and Youth Camp

= Frontline for Kids

= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

=  Tourette Syndrome Association of Florida

= United for Families/Child-Welfare System

Cultural heritage 13 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= Boys & Girls Club of St. Lucie County/CORE Program

. City of Port St. Lucie/Port St. Lucie Civic Center

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

= Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

. Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Bradenton Sarasota

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor

= Frontline for Kids

= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

- United for Families/Child-Welfare System

= YMCA of the Treasure Coast/YMCA Before and After School Childcare

= Zion’s Daughters of Distinction Ministries/Sisters with a Need
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012

AVAILABLE SERVICES

Arts, Leisure, and Recreation

Service Provided

# Programs | Agency/Program

Day camps

14 .

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Boys & Girls Club of St. Lucie County/CORE Program

City of Port St. Lucie/Port St. Lucie Civic Center

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Bradenton Sarasota
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Caruth Camp and Youth Camp
Frontline for Kids

Multi-Cultural Resource Center for Children and Families

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

Tourette Syndrome Association of Florida

United for Families/Child-Welfare System

YMCA of the Treasure Coast/YMCA Before and After School Childcare

Fitness

15 -

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Boys & Girls Club of St. Lucie County/CORE Program

City of Fort Pierce/Police Athletic League

City of Port St. Lucie/Port St. Lucie Civic Center

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Caruth Camp and Youth Camp
Frontline for Kids

Humane Society of the Treasure Coast/Adoption Program
Restoration Ministries/Restoration House

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

United for Families/Child-Welfare System

YMCA of the Treasure Coast/YMCA Before and After School Childcare

Leisure

17 .

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Boys & Girls Club of St. Lucie County/CORE Program

City of Port St. Lucie/Port St. Lucie Civic Center

Dream Waves America

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Bradenton Sarasota
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Caruth Camp and Youth Camp
Frontline for Kids

Harvest Food and Outreach Center/Children’s Summer Read and Feed
Humane Society of the Treasure Coast/Adoption Program
Restoration Ministries/Restoration House

The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

United for Families/Child-Welfare System

United Way of St. Lucie County/Volunteer St. Lucie
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012

AVAILABLE SERVICES

Arts, Leisure, and Recreation

Service Provided

# Programs | Agency/Program

Library

12 .

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Bradenton Sarasota
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor

Frontline for Kids

Learn To Read/Adult Literacy and ESL

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

St. Lucie County School Board/K-12 Public Education in St. Lucie County
Florida

The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

United for Families/Child-Welfare System

Museum/art

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor
Frontline for Kids

The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program
United for Families/Child-Welfare System

Museum/other

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

Frontline for Kids

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

United for Families/Child-Welfare System

Parks

12 .

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Bradenton Sarasota
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Caruth Camp and Youth Camp
Frontline for Kids

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

United for Families/Child-Welfare System

YMCA of the Treasure Coast/YMCA Summer Camp

Recreation-adult

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

City of Port St. Lucie/Port St. Lucie Civic Center

Division of Blind Services/Independent Living and Adult Services
Dream Waves America

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
Frontline for Kids

Restoration Ministries/Restoration House

The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

United for Families/Child-Welfare System
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
AVAILABLE SERVICES

Arts, Leisure, and Recreation

Service Provided # Programs | Agency/Program

Recreation-facility 9 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

. City of Port St. Lucie/Port St. Lucie Civic Center

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

=  Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Caruth Camp and Youth Camp
= Frontline for Kids

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

- United for Families/Child-Welfare System

Recreation-general 17 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= CASTLE/Strengthening Families

= CASTLE/Valued Visits

. City of Port St. Lucie/Port St. Lucie Civic Center

. Dream Waves America

. Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

. Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Bradenton Sarasota

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor

=  Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Caruth Camp and Youth Camp

= Frontline for Kids

. Restoration Ministries/Restoration House

= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

=  Tourette Syndrome Association of Florida

- United for Families/Child-Welfare System

Recreation-senior 6 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= City of Port St. Lucie/Port St. Lucie Civic Center

. Dream Waves America

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
- Frontline for Kids

= United for Families/Child-Welfare System

Recreation-special 10 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= CASTLE/High Hopes for Kids

. City of Port St. Lucie/Port St. Lucie Civic Center

. Dream Waves America

. Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
. Frontline for Kids

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

=  Tourette Syndrome Association of Florida

. United for Families/Child-Welfare System
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012

AVAILABLE SERVICES

Arts, Leisure, and Recreation

Service Provided # Programs | Agency/Program
Recreation-youth 22 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
= Big Brothers Big Sisters/Community-Based Mentoring
=  Boys & Girls Club of St. Lucie County/CORE Program
=  City of Fort Pierce/Police Athletic League
. City of Port St. Lucie/Port St. Lucie Civic Center
. Division of Blind Services/Children and Families Program and Blind Babies
. Dream Waves America
- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa
=  Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor
=  Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Caruth Camp and Youth Camp
= Frontline for Kids
- Hibiscus Children’s Center/Hibiscus Children’s Village
- Hibiscus Children’s Center/Hibiscus Children’s Shelter
. Multi-Cultural Resource Center for Children and Families
= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program
= St. Lucie County School Board/K-12 Public Education in St. Lucie County
Florida
= The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program
=  Tourette Syndrome Association of Florida
- United for Families/Child-Welfare System
= YMCA of the Treasure Coast/YMCA Before and After School Childcare
= YMCA of the Treasure Coast/YMCA Summer Camp
Summer camps 17 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
=  Boys & Girls Club of St. Lucie County/CORE Program
= City of Fort Pierce/Police Athletic League
= (City of Fort Pierce/Explorers Program
= City of Port St. Lucie/Port St. Lucie Civic Center
. Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa
- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Bradenton Sarasota
=  Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor
=  Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Caruth Camp and Youth Camp
- Frontline for Kids
= Multi-Cultural Resource Center for Children and Families
= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program
= The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program
- United for Families/Child-Welfare System
= YMCA of the Treasure Coast/YMCA Before and After School Childcare
= YMCA of the Treasure Coast/YMCA Summer Camp
Swimming-adult 4 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
. Dream Waves America
- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
- United for Families/Child-Welfare System
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
AVAILABLE SERVICES

Swimming-youth 10 = 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

. Dream Waves America

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Bradenton Sarasota

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor

=  Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Caruth Camp and Youth Camp

= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

= United for Families/Child-Welfare System

. YMCA of the Treasure Coast/YMCA Summer Camp

Theater 6 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

= Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

=  The Arc of St. Lucie County/Adult Day Training Program

- United for Families/Child-Welfare System
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012

Health

AVAILABLE SERVICES

The series of tables below show the specific services that address health. Services are categorized in
terms of the following:

= Health care services
=  Pregnancy services
=  Youth development

Services Provided by Number of Programs and Program Name: Health
(Note: These charts are governed by those agencies that responded to the survey.)

Health Care

Service Provided

# Programs

Agency/Program

Alzheimer’s disease

14

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

A Visiting Redi-Nurse

Alzheimer’s Association Southeast Florida Chapter/Specialized
Information and Referral

Alzheimer’s Association Southeast Florida Chapter/Caregiver, Care
Receiver Support Groups

Alzheimer’s Association Southeast Florida Chapter/MedicAlert and Safe
Return Identification

Alzheimer’s Community Care/Specialized Alzheimer’s Adult Day Care
Services

Alzheimer’s Community Care/Family Nurse Consultants

Center for Speech and Language Treasure Coast/Speech Pathology
Services

Council on Aging of Martin County/Adult Day Club at the Kane Center
Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

Humane Society of the Treasure Coast/Humane Education and Pet
Therapy

The Broadmoor Assisted Living Facility/Long-Term Placement

VNA of the Treasure Coast/Home Health Services

VNA of the Treasure Coast/Nightingale Private Duty Nursing

Arthritis

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

A Visiting Redi-Nurse

Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program
Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

VNA of the Treasure Coast/Home Health Services

VNA of the Treasure Coast/Nightingale Private Duty Nursing

Attention deficit disorder

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Center for Speech and Language Treasure Coast/Speech Pathology
Services

Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

Save Our Children/Cultural Tutorial Recreational Social Enhancement
Program

The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

Birth control

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program
Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Start Program
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
AVAILABLE SERVICES

Health Care
Service Provided # Programs | Agency/Program
Birth defects 4 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
= Center for Speech and Language Treasure Coast/Speech Pathology
Services

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program
=  The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

Blindness 8 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

. Division of Blind Services/Vocational Rehabilitation Program

- Division of Blind Services/Children and Families Program and Blind Babies
=  Division of Blind Services/Independent Living and Adult Services

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

. Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

= Humane Society of the Treasure Coast/Humane Education and Pet

Therapy
= The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program
Blood pressure 7 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= AVisiting Redi-Nurse

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

- Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Home Visitation Program
= VNA of the Treasure Coast/Home Health Services

= VNA of the Treasure Coast/Nightingale Private Duty Nursing

Cancer 7 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= AVisiting Redi-Nurse

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

= Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

= Humane Society of the Treasure Coast/Humane Education and Pet
Therapy

= VNA of the Treasure Coast/Home Health Services

= VNA of the Treasure Coast/Nightingale Private Duty Nursing

Case management 20 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= AVisiting Redi-Nurse

= Alzheimer’s Community Care/Specialized Alzheimer’s Adult Day Care
Services

= Alzheimer’s Community Care/Family Nurse Consultants

=  Children’s Medical Services - Florida Department of Health

= Council on Aging of Martin County/Adult Day Club at the Kane Center

= Council on Aging of St. Lucie/Adult Day Care

= Council on Aging of St. Lucie/Case Management, Case Aide

= Council on Aging of St. Lucie/Outreach

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor

. Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

. Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/AIDS Services: Palm
Beach and the Treasure Coast

= Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Ryan White:
Specialty Medical Services for People Living with HIV/AIDS

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Start Program

. Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Help, Understand, and Guide
Me (HUG-Me)

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/TOPWA (Targeted Outreach
for Pregnant Women Act)

= VNA of the Treasure Coast/Home Health Services

= VNA of the Treasure Coast/Nightingale Private Duty Nursing
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012

AVAILABLE SERVICES

Health Care

Service Provided

# Programs

Agency/Program

Clinic-medical

8

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Center for Speech and Language Treasure Coast/Speech Pathology
Services

Council on Aging of Martin County/Adult Day Club at the Kane Center
Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

HANDS Clinic of St. Lucie County

Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/AIDS Services: Palm
Beach and the Treasure Coast

Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Ryan White:
Specialty Medical Services for People Living with HIV/AIDS

Companion (home health)

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

A Visiting Redi-Nurse

American Red Cross/Preparedness and Health and Safety Services
Council on Aging of Martin County/Adult Day Club at the Kane Center
Council on Aging of St. Lucie/Outreach

Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program
Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Ryan White:
Specialty Medical Services for People Living with HIV/AIDS
Humane Society of the Treasure Coast/Humane Education and Pet
Therapy

VNA of the Treasure Coast/Home Health Services

Deaf/hearing impaired

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Center for Speech and Language Treasure Coast/Speech Pathology
Services

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services of the Treasure Coast/Services for
Individuals with Hearing Loss

Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Ryan White:
Specialty Medical Services for People Living with HIV/AIDS

The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

Death/dying/grief

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program
Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Ryan White:
Specialty Medical Services for People Living with HIV/AIDS
Humane Society of the Treasure Coast/Humane Education and Pet
Therapy

Dental care

211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Bradenton Sarasota
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor

Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Ryan White:
Specialty Medical Services for People Living with HIV/AIDS

Indian River State College/Educational Programs
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
AVAILABLE SERVICES

Health Care
Service Provided # Programs | Agency/Program
Diabetes 9 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= AVisiting Redi-Nurse

= Alzheimer’s Community Care/Specialized Alzheimer’s Adult Day Care
Services

= Alzheimer’s Community Care/Family Nurse Consultants

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

. Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

= Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Ryan White:
Specialty Medical Services for People Living with HIV/AIDS

= VNA of the Treasure Coast/Home Health Services

= VNA of the Treasure Coast/Nightingale Private Duty Nursing

Dialysis 4 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

- Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

= Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Ryan White:
Specialty Medical Services for People Living with HIV/AIDS

Emergency 8 = 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
= Alzheimer’s Community Care/Specialized Alzheimer’s Adult Day Care
Services

= Alzheimer’s Community Care/Family Nurse Consultants

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

= Florida Poison Information Center

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

= Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

= Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Ryan White:
Specialty Medical Services for People Living with HIV/AIDS

Eye exams 7 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

. Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

. Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Bradenton Sarasota

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor

- Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

= Health Council of Southeast Florida/Ryan White HIV/Ryan White:
Specialty Medical Services for People Living with HIV/AIDS

Family care coordination 3 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program
= VNA of the Treasure Coast/Home Health Services

Family planning 3 = 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program
= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Start Program

Flu shots 8 - 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch

. Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Villa

. Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Bradenton Sarasota
- Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranches/Youth Ranch Safety Harbor

- Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

= VNA of the Treasure Coast/Home Health Services
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A Progress Report on the State of the Social, Health, and Public Safety Services in St. Lucie County for 2012
AVAILABLE SERVICES

Health Care
Service Provided # Programs | Agency/Program
Geriatric care managers 8 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= AVisiting Redi-Nurse

= Council on Aging of Martin County/Adult Day Club at the Kane Center
=  Council on Aging of St. Lucie/Outreach

=  Easy Living Lifeline

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

. VNA of the Treasure Coast/Home Health Services

= VNA of the Treasure Coast/Nightingale Private Duty Nursing

Health education 7 - 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= AVisiting Redi-Nurse

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

= Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Healthy Start Program

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/TOPWA (Targeted Outreach
for Pregnant Women Act)

= Healthy Start Coalition of St. Lucie County/Home Visitation Program

Hearing impaired 6 = 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
=  Center for Speech and Language Treasure Coast/Speech Pathology
Services

= Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services of the Treasure Coast/Services for
Individuals with Hearing Loss

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

- Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

= The Arc of St. Lucie County/After School Program

Home health care 11 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

= AVisiting Redi-Nurse

= Center for Speech and Language Treasure Coast/Speech Pathology
Services

= Council on Aging of St. Lucie/Outreach

=  Easy Living Lifeline

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

- Humane Society of the Treasure Coast/Humane Education and Pet
Therapy

=  MIHOM Healthcare

= Quality Family Care

= VNA of the Treasure Coast/Home Health Services

= VNA of the Treasure Coast/Nightingale Private Duty Nursing

Hospice care 4 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

. Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

- Humane Society of the Treasure Coast/Humane Education and Pet
Therapy

Hospital 3 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast

=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program

- Humane Society of the Treasure Coast/Humane Education and Pet
Therapy

Immunizations 3 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program
. Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

Kidney 3 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program
= Fort Pierce Health Care/Social Service

Lupus 2 . 211 Palm Beach, Treasure Coast/211 Treasure Coast
=  Florida Healthy Kids Corporation/Florida Healthy Kids Program
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